
Incorporating Holocaust 
Education into the Primary 

Curriculum  



1. What can you deduce from 
this picture about Dorothy’s 
life? 

2. What further questions need 
to be asked? 

 

Dorli Oppenheimer’s Autograph Book 



What is meant by the Kindertransport as opposed to the Holocaust? 
 

The Kindertransport 
In the months between the Kristallnacht Pogrom of 
November 9-10, 1938, and the start of World War II, 
nearly 10,000 children were sent, without their parents, 
out of Nazi Germany, Austria, Poland and 
Czechoslovakia to safety in Great Britain. 
 
These children were saved by the Kindertransport 
rescue movement. 
 

The Holocaust 
The attempt by the Nazi regime and its 
collaborators to murder all of European Jewry 
during the Second World War [June 1941 
onwards]. This genocidal policy can be seen to 
have evolved during the war as the Nazi regime 
gained more territory, and as more Jewish people 
came under their control. It culminated in the so 
called ‘Final Solution’, the murder of six million 
Jewish men, women and children.     
 



What do students know and understand about the Holocaust? 
Evidence from English secondary schools [UCL, 2015] 

 
Highlights 
 9,500 students participated, 14% were Year 7 pupils. 
 28.5% said they had learnt about the Holocaust in school before Year 7. 
 70% said they had seen the film ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ 
 
Misconceptions 
 9% correctly identified that the German population who were Jewish in 

1933 was less than 1%. 
 30% knew how many Jewish people were murdered during the Holocaust 
 10% said they understood what the term ‘anti-Semitism’ meant 
 60% [highest response] named Hitler as solely responsible for the 

Holocaust. 
 20% [lowest response] referred to the Nazis as being responsible for the 

Holocaust, whilst 10% referred to Germans. 
 20% correctly identified that the Holocaust took place in Poland. 
 Over 60% incorrectly stated that someone would be shot for disobeying a 

direct order to kill Jewish people. 
 

 
 



1.What do you need to know before 
teaching your pupils? 

2.How would you approach 
teaching this topic? 

 

Questions to Consider 
 



Carole Turner 
Kingsway Primary School 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How to make it accessible to UKS2 pupils
James has pointed out the pitfalls with early Holocaust Education (refer to IOEs) findings.  The key with trying to effectively teach this subject is setting it in the curriculum in a manner that helps join up different areas of learning.  For me it is important that it is not  bolt-on, but an integral part of the curriculum that links effectively to a range of subjects.  



Where does it fit?  What is the justification for including 
Holocaust education in the Primary Curriculum.   

• World War 2  
• Prevent Strategy and 

Community Cohesion  
• SMSC and British 

Values  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How does it fit?
The removal of WW2 as a focus area from the KS2 History curriculum could have been a major obstacle to the inclusion of this subject.  However, there are several strands with the current agenda in Primary Education which ensure that this subject has a definite place in the timetable.  
Prevent Strategy and Community Cohesion:  very current and very much at the forefront of Ofsted inspections.  It quite clearly identifies the need to ‘promote the spiritual, moral and cultural development of pupils, preparing them for opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life’.   Community Cohesion is linked with the Prevent Strategy even though it is no longer acknowledged separately by Ofsted.  My planning and teaching culminates in a great opportunity to showcase the children’s learning to the wider community.    
SMSC and British Values:  Another cornerstone of current Ofsted thinking which identifies the need for ‘mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.’ 
SMSC can be taught through a range of curriculum subjects and the need for accountability once again lends itself to teaching many of the values required through understanding the impact of the Kindertransport.  




What’s in it for the children?  
‘Why should his 
religion stop anyone 
from liking him?’  
 
‘Why aren’t they 
allowed to be friends?’ 
 
‘It’s really not fair!’ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Children at this age are very receptive and open to ideas of social justice – many times I’ve been asked ‘ why should his religion stop someone from liking him’.  Their directness and openness makes teaching this easy and also promotes great discussions and ENDLESS questions. 
There are many links that can be drawn to today’s society.  Children are very aware (through the media) and the catchment area for this school is very white, working class,….. media ‘informs’ what they know about immigrants.  Usually quick to draw parallels.   
Makes them socially conscious and raises questions and debates that compare the events of the 1930s with events happening now.  



Curriculum Links and Awards  

• Investors in Pupils 
• Stephen Lawrence 

Award 
• Partner Schools 

Status  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Including Kindertransport Education as an integral part of the whole school curriculum ensures that children learn about the event in context, rather than it being delivered in isolation in order to ‘tick boxes’  Taught thoroughly and with a depth of teacher understanding, it can add a dimension to the school curriculum that meets the criteria for a range of awards.  We have worked hard to ensure that the impact of Kindertransport teaching isn’t just restricted to Year 5 and this helped us be recognised as a Partner School by The Holocaust Centre.  
EXPAND ON HOW TO BECOME A PARTNER SCHOOL?  
Stephen Lawrence Award – Discrimination, Stereotyping and Propaganda. 
Investors in Pupils – valuing everyone and celebrating diversity. 




Cross Curricular Links  
Understanding the Kindertransport  

• The context 

• The purpose 

• The impact  
English  

Drama:  Holocaust Memorial Day   

                 School Assembly.  

(Takes it’s inspiration from the visit to 

The Journey by the class.)  

 

+ 

   

        

  

 

History 

WW2 – Experiencing Evacuation 

               Evacuees from Overseas 

WW1  - What was the impact of WW1 

on Germany? 

Life in Germany in the 1930s for Jews.    

 

English  

Guided Reading:  Our Lonely Journey 

RE  

Judaism -  Inspirational People from 

the Past – Moses – Flight from Egypt.  

Jewish Festivals: - Passover  

The importance of religion in people’s 

lives.   

 

THE JOURNEY 

Understanding Leo’s Story – applying 

classroom learning to discussions 

and questions.   

LIVE WITNESS – Linking 

events/learning to real people 

PSHE  

Stephen Lawrence Story – 

understanding Discrimination, 

Stereotyping and Propaganda.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This shows MY planning and my curriculum links.  This is obviously not an exhaustive list and will vary according to each person’s planning and focus.   It is important to set the Kindertransport in context with events going back to the end of World War 1 and to also give the children a clear understanding of the life of European Jews in 1930s Europe.  
(Clarify each area depending on time available.)  Make a copy of this available to all. 



[image: ][image: ]Understanding the Kindertransport 

· The context

· The purpose

· The impact 



[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/3/31/Kindertransport-Meisler.jpg/220px-Kindertransport-Meisler.jpg]+

	 English 

Drama:  Holocaust Memorial Day  

                 School Assembly. 

(Takes it’s inspiration from the visit to The Journey by the class.) 



       English 

Guided Reading:  Our Lonely Journey



 RE 

Judaism -  Inspirational People from the Past – Moses – Flight from Egypt. 

Jewish Festivals: - Passover 

The importance of religion in people’s lives.  





History

WW2 – Experiencing Evacuation

               Evacuees from Overseas

WW1  - What was the impact of WW1 on Germany?

Life in Germany in the 1930s for Jews.   



THE JOURNEY

Understanding Leo’s Story – applying classroom learning to discussions and questions.  

LIVE WITNESS – Linking events/learning to real people

PSHE 

Stephen Lawrence Story – understanding Discrimination, Stereotyping and Propaganda.  
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Teaching The Kindertransport 

In the classroom 
• Take one picture 
• Starting with a story  
• Propaganda and Stereotyping 
 
Activity 
1. What message do you see in the picture?   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Starting with a Story –                Using pictures – the power of pictures to explore understanding, raise questions, gauge the children’s ability to draw from evidence and make connections between what they see and what they understand.  
Our Lonely Journey – reflective story that starts before the rise of the Nazis to help the children understand the journey from inclusion and acceptance to exclusion and persecution.  
Propaganda and Stereotyping. – Revisiting concepts already visited in Stephen Lawrence work but now using it in this context to help children move from the idea that ‘Hitler did it’.  
ACTIVITY – What is the message in the picture?  
Linking with RE – understanding the importance of religion in people’s lives.  Pyramid of Needs – first their own and then link to Steven/Lisa/Vera (in Our Lonely Journey) – why would religion feature in the pyramid?  



Teaching The Kindertransport 

Making it Real  
• The Journey Exhibition – Artefacts! 

SURVIVOR TESTIMONY 
 
Passing the Message On  
• Holocaust Memorial Day - Assembly  
    

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Making it Real 
The Journey Exhibition -  an immersion experience that draws together the facts and booklearning and adds a ‘reality’ check to it all.  Children have the opportunity to handle artefacts that give life to the study – the telephone is always a hit!!.  
Live witness statement – importance of this cannot be stressed enough.  Children immediately engaged and the ‘realness’ of all these events is driven home.  
Passing the Message On 
The learning culminates in an assembly delivered to the whole school and then to parents and other community members – for example councillors and RBL.  Takes the form of a play based around (usually) the story of the witness they met at The Journey.  




And finally…. 
• Teacher 

knowledge is 
key….. 

• Understanding 
the bigger 
picture  

• Much more to 
Jewish life than 
The Holocaust.  



The Impact of Holocaust 
Education in Primary School  

Research Teachers/Pupils 





The Impact of Holocaust 
Education in Primary School  

Research Teachers/Pupils 

Ofsted 
Collections & 

Testimony 
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