Great Fire of London 4:  Resources 1


The disastrous fire broke out at a baker's shop in Pudding Lane, by Fish Street (among wooden houses which easily caught fire and ignited).

As it began in the dead of night when everybody was asleep, the darkness greatly increased the horror of the disaster.

Sunday night the fire reached Cannon Street and burnt it, smouldering, to the ground.

Monday night was a dreadful night. The fire burst through the wooden city with such a dazzling glare and roaring noise, as houses crashed deafeningly to the ground, that it amazed anyone who saw it.

Tuesday night was more dreadful than Monday for the flames having devoured the . largest part of the city, now threatened to destroy the rest of the city.

Many attempts were made to prevent the spreading of the fire by pulling down houses, and making great gaps between the burning buildings, yet the fire seized upon the timber and mounds of rubbish, and raged in a bright flame all Monday and Tuesday.

The wind slackened a little on Tuesday night and the flames met brick buildings. By blowing up the houses with gunpowder the fire and raging flames began to die down.

On Wednesday night the wind hushed and the fire burnt gently.

On Thursday it was completely beaten down and extinguished. But that evening it unhappily burst out again at the Temple, as smouldering sparks fell upon a pile of wooden buildings.
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