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Viking raids were not always successful

Skeletons from a mass grave near Weymouth, Dorset

This mass grave from Ridgeway Hill is proof that Viking raids were not always successful.  Excavated in 2009, the burial contained the remains of around 50 decapitated skeletons. The bodies had been thrown into a disused Roman quarry, with their skulls piled separately to one side. There are fewer skulls than skeletons. The missing heads may have been displayed on stakes by the grave, or elsewhere.

Almost all of the skeletons were young men, with a few in their late forties or fifties. Analysis of some of the skeleton’s teeth suggests that the men came from different parts of Scandinavia. Given the origins, age, sex and number of skeletons, it seems likely that the grave contains a single ship’s crew of Viking warriors. Carbon dating suggests that the skeletons were buried in the decades around AD 1000, a period in which the Vikings are widely remembered as almost invincible in England.

