Key Stage 3 Curriculum Overview, from September 2014
School Identification:                          Millthorpe School                                                                            
	
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	Year 7


	What is History?
 Skills based – archaeology and Local History study – including Romans and Vikings) Assessment : Using Evidence (Tollund Man)
How did Monarchs Keep control?

(The claims to the throne in 1066, events of 1066: Why did William win?) 
What do we mean by Britishness?Assessment : Causation 
How did William establish control in England?

Castles, Domesday Book and the Harrying of the North. Assessment: Using Evidence Impact of castle building
	Why couldn’t a King do whatever he wanted ?
(Becket, King John) Assessment: How reliable is Disney’s interpretation of King John? (Interpretation)
What was life like in Medieval Times?
Medieval Village, Medieval Town, Black death including HA historical fiction competition Assessment : Historical Enquiry. Students create a researched, historically accurate piece of historical fiction showing the impact of the Black Death on Medieval Society.

	What did people believe in Medieval Times?
The Medieval Church, The Reformation, The Dissolution of the Monasteries

Assessment : Year 7 Exam Summative Assessment 
How different was Medieval Baghdad to Medieval York?

Students write a script imagining a conversation between a traveller returning from Baghdad. What would be different? What would be the same?

	Year 8


	What did the Industrial Revolution do for us?
Life in 1750 Luddites scripted drama. Life in the Industrialised Towns. Life in the factories. 
Assessment : Continuity and Change

	What does the case of Jack the Ripper tell us about Victorian crime and punishment?
The Police in 1880. Conditions in Whitechapel in 1880. Suspects, witnesses and evidence. Were Jack the Ripper’s victims typical of all women in Victorian England? Assessment : Using Evidence. Why did the Police fail to catch Jack the Ripper?
The History of York in 3 Invasions (Local History study)

Roman Eboracum, Norman Invasion of York, York under siege during the Civil War.

Assessment : Historical Enquiry. Students design their own historical tour of the city including a script for the guide.

	The Slave Trade What was the Slave trade? What was life like for a slave ? Who was responsible for the ending of slavery –Clarkson or Wilberforce?
Assessment : Significance 

Who was most significant in bringing an end to Slavery? Wilberforce or Clarkson?
A Study of two naval conflicts : The Armada and the Battle of Trafalgar.
Assessment :Interpretations 

Year 8 Exam: Summative Assessment

Power to the People? (Please note this unit is still under construction)
The History of Democracy in three key events.

Peasants Revolt, Peterloo, The Suffragettes

Assessment :– Causation. Why was democracy achieved in 1929?

	Year 9


	How can we use images of the Olympics to recognise the themes of the 20th century ?
Why did Britain want an Empire? Who were the winners and losers from the British Empire? Historical Interpretations including Niall Ferguson and Piers Brendon.
Assessment: Interpretations

Was the British Empire a good thing?
Power: How have people campaigned to gain equality? Emmett Till and Rosa Parks case study.

Assessment : Significance. Who was most significant in the campaign for Civil Rights, Rosa Parks or Emmett Till ?
	Twentieth Century conflict : The First World War, 
Assessment :Historical Enquiry. Presentation on Trench life.

Significance : Which invention is the most significant? Case study Churchill : How can an individual be significant? 

Assessment : Students design a museum exhibition of objects from the 20th century. They have to justify their choice of objects and explain their rationale. (Significance) 

	Twentieth Century Conflict

The second World War and the Iraq and Afghanistan War. Northern Ireland.
Year 9 Exam : Summative Assessment

Local History Study : How was York affected by the First and Second World Wars?

Historical Enquiry: Students create a teaching resource in the form of a wall display. 


KS3 Curriculum Overview: Rationale and Assessment
Please do not expand the boxes so that your response goes onto another sheet

	Why are you teaching what you are teaching when you are teaching it?

	This scheme of work intends to provide a strong chronological overview and encourage students, to make sense of their present by their understanding of the past, process information in a variety of ways, develop well structured narratives and reach balanced judgements.

In Year 7 there is a rapid sprint through the first thousand years of British History. After 1000 the study of Medieval History is more detailed. Causation is taught through the essay on the Battle of Hastings. This is picked up again in year 8 with the study of the Armada. In year 9 causation is studied in the causes of the First World war. In year 7 students also study the extent to which a medieval monarch had power. In the Spring term we teach a topic on Medieval life using the writing of a piece of historical fiction based on the arrival of the Black Death as the focus for our enquiry. In the final term we compare Medieval Europe to Medieval Baghdad.
Year 8 begins with a study of the Industrial revolution. The focus of the unit is Continuity and Change. Students learn about the Luddites and the Industrial Revolution. They then look at Crime in Victorian London with an enquiry into Jack the Ripper. Students are taught the skill of using evidence in this unit. There is also a lesson on the lives of notable Victorian women in this unit to provide some gender balance. We have introduced a new Local History project this year The History of York in 3 Invasions. This creates an overview of York from The Roman period to the 17th Century. Students write a script for a tour guide as part of their final assessment. Students then study The Slave Trade and its abolition. We are considering trying to squeeze in another overview topic at the end of year 8 or in Year 9 on the growth of democracy. This will be finalised next term but our intention is to join up their knowledge about the extent of power of medieval kings with the electoral reform of the 19th and 20th century.
Year 9 begins with a study of the impact of Empire. Students use the interpretations of two historians and are encouraged to reach their own verdict. Following this students study the Civil Rights Movement and complete an assessment on the significance of Parks and Till. This is the first time they will have met this rather tricky key concept. We then follow this up with a study of the significance of inventions and the significance of an individual (Churchill) later in the year. Students look at twentieth century conflict in the Spring term. We have tried to keep this as current as possible and look at the conflict in Ireland, Iraq and Afghanistan as well as the First and Second World Wars. The local History study in the Summer uses the student’s knowledge of the First and Second World War to assess their impact on the local level. There is a strong emphasis on using historical evidence in this unit. 



	How do you propose to assess history at Key Stage 3?

	Please see assessment opportunities in red on table.
At present we intend to continue to use levels. The school has invested heavily in tracking pupil progress using flight paths and JTB software. Although the system is not perfect we feel that the conversations that emerge between staff and student and within the department when a student is making excellent progress or is falling behind, are extremely valuable.



