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Sixth-form students applying to study history at university have no
shortage of data about contact hours, league table rankings,
employment rates and student satisfaction. What’s missing in
university guides is comparative information about the periods,
places, themes and methods they will study on history degree
programmes. This session compares and analyses the compulsory
elements of every single-honours history degree in the UK. This
information will enable students to make informed choices between
history programmes and will provide teachers with an overview of
history teaching in higher education.
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Session outline



A seventeen-year-old tells you that he or she
would like to study history at university but
doesn’t know how to decide which course is right
for him or her. What advice would you give him or
her about how to select the five courses to put
down on his or her UCAS form?









6. Course content

Don't skim read this! Look through the course information offered by the
university and ask yourself if you can happily spend the next few years of

your life committed to this course. Similar-sounding courses can actually

end up covering very different areas, so it's good point of comparison.

There will be core subjects that you have to do and optional subjects that
you have a choice over - how flexible are these? Can you find lots of
modules that sound appealing?

Why it's useful: If you don't like the course content, you will not like the
course. If you do not like the course content you face a very high chance
of dropping out - do your research!










School of Humanities
]

HIS-10034 Histories of the Extraordinary and the Everyday

Co-ordinator: Dr Ian Atherton Room: CBB0.046, Tel:+44 1782 7 33205

Teaching Team: Miss Amanda Roberts, Mrs Christine Edge, Miss Jo-Anne Watts, Dr Laura
Sandy, Dr Benjamin

Lecture Time: See Timetable...
Level: FHEQ Level 4 Credits: Study Hours: 150
School Office: Tel: 01782 733147

Programme/Approved Electives for

History Major (FHEQ Level 4)

Available as a Free Standing Elective
Mo

Barred Combinations

Mone

Prerequisites

Mone

Description

This is a module specifically designed for Single Honours History and History Major students, It will introduce students to new
topics of historical inquiry and the different approaches taken by histerians when challenged by the vastness of extracrdinary
events and the minutiae and banality of the everyday. It is a seminar-based module in which students will undertake key
readings each week in preparation for detailed analysis and discussion within the class. It is as much about how historians engage
with the challenges of writing about the extraordinary and the everyday, as identifying what they have found out, the arguments
they make and the conclusions they draw.

The module will consider in alternate weeks a specific example of an extraordinary event or an everyday experience. The idea is
not to be bound by chronological periods but to draw examples from a range of different histories, Some of the ‘everyday’ topics
might include: dirt; food; an ‘ordinary’ life; love; reading; shopping; walking, Some of the "extracrdinary’ topics might include:
massacre; famine; defeat, the 'hero’; mass deportations; pandemics. The aim is to pair topics, thus food and famine or the
‘ordinary life’ and the "herc’ or love and massacre or walking and mass deportations.




A directory of history degree programmes
Comparative analysis

Video guides

Interactive tasks

Teaching resources

Planned components of The History Degree Guide



Compulsory modules on single-honours History
degree programmes at UK universities



Missing information
Chester
Chichester
Trinity St. David
South Wales
Coventry (except on dissertation)

Joint/combined honours degrees
Bradford — History and Politics
Brighton - Globalisation: History, Politics, Culture
Buckingham - History with Politics

Two single-honours degrees
Exeter — Streatham and Penryn campuses

Specialist history degrees
Salford - Contemporary Military and International History
Staffordshire — Modern History
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What explains the similarities and differences
between history degree programmes? Who or what
Influences their structure and content?



History differs from many subjects in that historians
do not recognise a specific body of required
knowledge or a core with surrounding options ... no
particular diet of historical knowledge is prescribed.

QAA History Subject Benchmark Statement (2007; rev 2014)
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I believe that the primary purpose of A levels is to prepare

students for degree-level study. All students should have

access to qualifications that are highly respected and

valued by leading universities. Current A levels do not

always provide the solid foundation that students need to

prepare them for degree-level study and for vocational
education.

Michael Gove (DfE) to Glenys Stacey (Ofqual), January 2013



