
 
History at All Saints C of E Primary School 

2.3 Self Evaluation and Monitoring: How does the school self- evaluate 

history? How does the process contribute to the overall improvement 

of provision in history? 

Monitoring of the subject is used to measure progress and inform     

development plans through the utilisation of learning walks, lesson  

observations, discussions with children and book trawls. Standards in 

history are shared with the whole school celebrating good practice and 

highlighting areas for improvement. 
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 Overall Judgement using Ofsted criteria:  Use grades 1 to 4 for judgements 

  

Grade 

1 

  



 
History at All Saints C of E Primary School 

2.3 Self Evaluation and Monitoring: How does the school self- evaluate 

history? How does the process contribute to the overall improvement 

of provision in history? 

Continued... 

Book Trawls 

What we are looking for... Evidence  

Well pitched and precise learning objectives  - linked to the 

2014 curriculum.  

‘Use sources to develop an accurate knowledge of Henry VIII as a 

monarch’ . Objectives underpin the 2014 curriculum.  

Well chosen learning activities. E.g. source work. Is there 

evidence of differentiation? 

Source work—8th, 10.14 , 20th.10.14  

Some differentiation where appropriate,  

At times there is an over reliance on sheets, which effects the quality of 

presentation. 

Short diagnostic assessment E.g. questions used during 

marking to assess children understanding. Do these questions 

include historical terminology?  

Questions in some books to develop a deeper understanding and encourage 

critical thinking. This can be taken further by targeting groups of children 

each lesson. 

Cross-curricular links.  

A close link between history and literacy, maths and critical 

thinking, there should be opportunities for art and science 

too. 

Does learning make a contribution to children's social, moral, 

spiritual and cultural development?  

Linking targets to literacy, (10.11.14) 

Remembrance Day slip shows links to RE (11.11.14) 

Art—sketching portraits,  (13.10.14) 

DT—(20.10.14) 

Timelines, math links (9.9.14) 

Geography links aren’t always recorded or stated explicitly within       plan-

ning.  

Slip showing where cross-curricular links are happening in other subjects 

Children working together to peer assess work, particularly writing. 

Some evidence of extended writing. 

Understanding of progression—skills based 

Children are working as historians, not just collecting infor-

mation about the past; they look for explanations, 

changes, differences in versions of the past. Are they ex-

ploring and investigating rather than receiving information?  

Notes in back of books to select and interpret relevant information 

Children look at a range of sources, asking leading questions to find out 

information from the past. This often sparks interest in the children who 

go onto produce work at home about the areas of history they have cov-

ered within school.  

Is history being made ‘real’ ?  Are they comparing it to today 

in order to get a clear grasp of the similarities 

and differences? Are tools such as drama and videos being 

used to allow children to experience the topics?  

Well resourced—opportunity for source work, comparing and              con-

trasting, video links on planning—children are being given the         oppor-

tunity to ‘experience’ history 

Coverage of history (link to the new curriculum) —area for 

development from the last book trawl.  

If history as been taught elsewhere, has it been noted 

within books?  

Wide range of skills covered, particularly source work and interpretations 

Limited coverage of chronology and only one historical period (due to topic 

of school). 

Outside sources being used to enrich history. E.g. visiting 

speakers, other agencies and the wider community.  

Remembrance Day service shows links with outside agencies and children 

being given the chance to experience a memorial 



 
History at All Saints C of E Primary School 

2.3 Self Evaluation and Monitoring: How does the school self- evaluate 

history? How does the process contribute to the overall improvement 

of provision in history? 

This is the History Action Plan written by the Subject Co-ordinator and 

reviewed by our senor leadership team.  These are completed at the 

end of each academic year ready for September, used as a working   

document to address needs as they arise.   
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