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Core Skills Programme: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
The Historical Association and Geographical Association are collaborating to provide FREE
 professional development in critical thinking and problem solving. This is part of the British Council Connecting Classrooms Core Skills programme, offering new opportunities for teachers’ professional development plus the opportunity to develop international school partnerships. 
Critical thinking and problem solving are key elements of history education, supporting deeper knowledge and understanding and raised attainment. The core skills programme has identified this as a way to add value to the curriculum, develop critical enquiry and analysis skills, and an understanding of identity and our place in the world. This highly-rated programme is an opportunity to develop and apply these skills in depth in your school. It includes:

· Developing understanding and practical strategies for critical thinking and problem solving
· Applying and sharing practice with a group of like-minded teachers

· Using your learning to develop or strengthen international links at your school.
The programme is available to you through two routes in 2017:

School-based courses are for those wishing to develop critical thinking through CPD in a school network. They are designed flexibly with you to meet the needs of the teachers in your network, supported by HA/SSAT/GA trainers with some additional funding. School-based courses include:

· Initial training in critical thinking; focused on different perspectives, considering evidence, working with non-routine problems and deep structures

· Application in participants’ classrooms

· Follow-up focused on sharing participants’ practice 
· Further collaboration and the opportunity to work with colleagues abroad through a school link

· Contact the Historical Association on enquiries@history.org.uk to register your interest in or to discuss school-based courses

Centre-based courses follow a similar programme and are available at a range of regional venues, consisting of two day-workshops, with a gap of ten weeks in between for classroom application.

· Visit http://www.geography.org.uk/projects/critical-thinking-in-geography/free-training-package-in-critical-thinking/ to register for a centre-based course
· Visit https://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/ for more about Connecting Classrooms.
� CPD is free for teachers employed in primary and secondary maintained schools, academies and free schools.





             [image: image1.jpg]
                       [image: image2.jpg]<

Geographical
AssOociation




                     [image: image3.jpg]inquire
inspire
innovate
impact





[image: image2.jpg][image: image3.jpg][image: image4.jpg]