[bookmark: _GoBack]The 12th Century
Think 12th century and think Crusades, King Richard and maybe Robin Hood!  Think England as part of an Angevin Empire and the birth of the gothic!  Think murder in a cathedral and    
[image: ]Power and conflict 
The kingdom of England was part of an Empire that the descendants of William the Conqueror were keen to expand.  William’s sons had split his conquests between them. After the death of Henry I, his daughter Matilda was not accepted by all the nobility as Queen.  A period of civil war began and Matilda lost out to her cousin Stephen, but her son Henry II was made Stephen’s heir.  In 1154 he became King and he was arguably one of England’s most able monarchs, introducing important reforms to the law.  The map shows the extent of Henry’s Angevin Empire.  Eleanor of Aquitaine was a powerful woman in her own right. Both are today less famous than their sons Richard and John.
[image: ]Faith and Fears
This is the age of the Cistericans.  Inspired by the French mother house, English monks turned backs on wealth and power to go into the wild, to places such as Fountains and Rievaulx.  There they lived lives of hardship and poverty.  (That is, until they began trading sheep, made lots of money and built some of the most famous monastic ruins in England!).  This is also the age of Thomas Becket, a former friend of Henry II, who made him Archbishop of Canterbury.  Thomas and Henry fell out over the topic of the church law courts and in a fit of rage Henry is said to have shouted: ‘Who will rid me of this turbulent priest?’  At which, four of his knights set off to Canterbury Cathedral and murdered the Archbishop as he prayed.  The international scandal this caused is hard to overstate and Canterbury Cathedral began to attract pilgrims to the shrine of St Thomas.   

Home and health
Still not a great time to be alive in terms of lack of medical attention and knowledge about disease.        
[image: ]Art and Architecture
This century sees the birth of gothic architecture and trouvere music in France.    
News and views
The Crusades were the talk of the town!  The Pope had promised that anyone who died trying to reclaim the Holy Land from the Muslims would go directly to heaven.  There was also adventure to be had – if you didn’t die of disease on the way.  The Crusades actually began at the end of the 11th century and carried on into the 13th, but it is the Crusade involving Richard the Lionheart and Saladin that are most remembered in England.  Richard only spent 9 months of his reign in England and the ransom that had to be paid when he was taken prisoner (by a fellow Christian!) cost the country dear.  The dream of going on Crusade lasted a long time – Henry VIII still had it.  Nowadays, don’t we think fighting people and forcing them to become your religion is wrong? 
Wider world 
The Song Dynasty ruled in China, Venice built up a large navy, Ghengis Kahn was born in 1162 and the Normans began their conquest of Ireland.  In China the first magnetic compass was developed.    
[image: ]Medieval remains 
This was the time when English evolved to what’s called Middle English. However, the Kings and nobles still spoke French and the language of the church, and therefore education, was Latin.  The most famous English thing ‘born’ in the 12th century was the University of Oxford.  England also began to catch up with new architectural trend for gothic pointed arches, as the church doorway in the picture shows. In York we still have the memory of a terrible event – the killing of York’s Jewish population, incited by other York citizens, in 1190.  A plaque at the foot of Clifford’s Tower commemorates this horrific event.   
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