
Whole Class Feedback – What did a good (but not perfect!) answer look like? 
 

Solid introduction which 
explains the question clearly 
and states the site you have 
studied.  

No need to say what physical 
features you will use.  

Nice signpost sentence making 
it clear what the paragraph is 
about.  

Specific facts show clear 
knowledge of the history of the 
site 

Explicitly answers the question 
“the short term slave trade 
gave Bristol wealth” 

Refers to specific part of the 
site to support answer, in this 
case Hotwells Spa. Then 
explains the evidence too. 

Quoting from a source (in this 
case Defoe) is a nice touch. You 
are not required to do this 
though! 

A physical feature of the site is 
used as evidence which is 
great. BUT this paragraph is 
about the slave trade being a 
short term turning point and 
the statue is from the late 19th 
century a long time after the 
abolition of the trade. This 
needed one sentence more to 
justify its inclusion “although 
this from after the time period 
this is still good evidence…” 

Another really nice signpost 
sentence. Makes it clear 
what the paragraph is about. 

Precise evidence about the 
people of the site is given, 
e.g. Merchant Venturers 

Would be better here to say 
how the Merchant Venturers 
developed the site due to 
this wealth, e.g. had money 
for Floating Harbour. 

Would have been better here 
to say this was a national 
impact. Remember this was 
in the question 

Nice to name drop a historian 
but again this is not 
necessary. You can’t 
remember that much! 

Nice to use a physical feature 
but I feel one more line 
explaining it, maybe thinking 
about legacy of the trade 
would be better 

Well done for including a 
conclusion but careful not to 
repeat what you’ve already 
said. Try to make a bigger 
point by linking things. This is 
hard! 

OVERALL: 22 marks 

17 out of 20 for the 
essay. 5 for SPAG 


