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	Necessary prior learning to complete this:
English Civil War
	What does it lead to next? 

It sets up knowledge of a group who then feature in the abolition of slave trade story, Chartists, British welfare state story. 



	Explanation: How should this resource be used? 

It is a simple worksheet to use as part of a study of England in the 1650s. 



How did the Quakers make everything seem upside down 1649-1660? 

[image: image1.png]






George Fox starts ‘Quakerism’





By 1652 the extremely radical movement, ‘Quakerism’, was formed by George Fox.   Fox, like many other radical preachers at the time, believed that only Christ had power over people, and that everyone could discover Christ within their own heart. His slogan was, "Christ has come to teach his people himself".  Early Quakers opposed the idea of sin - they saw this very much as a way of ‘controlling’ people.





More Quaker beliefs


Belief is less important than what you are within and how your life is led.  "Let your lives speak."


Meetings are held in silence, in which a group of Quakers try to nurture the 'Light' or 'that of God' within us all.  They experience silence as bringing peace, meaning and strength to lives. 


Any member of the meeting may ‘minister’ when they feel moved by the spirit.








From ‘Quaker Faith and Practice’


Live  adventurously


Walk cheerfully across the world, answering that of God in everyone.


Principles of Truth, Equality, Simplicity and Peace.

















Facts


By 1660 there were 40,000 Quakers in the country and by 1700 perhaps as many as 60,000.  Many were imprisoned because they challenged the authorities. 








The normal beliefs of the time were:


Men were superior to women and some men were born superior to other men.


The authority of the government and of the Bible must be respected.


It was natural to want to make money.


Only well-born people should have power and authority.


Ordinary people should do as they were told by their betters.


Churches must have ministers to guide the people in how to think.





Adapted from government papers dating from 1654


Quakers pretend to lead good lives and eat little, but they do not show respect for God, or man, because they do not use the Bible.  They will not have services, believe their own ministry is wiser than the Bible, will not raise their hats to their betters and will not swear oaths.











TASK - Read all the boxes and write down 5 reasons why the Quakers helped to make everything seem upside down.  Discuss with your neighbour what sort of people may have been attracted to become Quakers.   








