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ENQUIRY OUTLINE

SUMMARY

This enquiry has been designed to help teachers of Key Stage 3 integrate the Korean War into a wider

scheme of work on the Cold War.

After covering, in outline, the main events of the war and Britain’s involvement, it then explores the war
as it was perceived in Britain.

It focuses particularly on opposition to the war from a number of individuals, investigating the reasons
for that opposition and how their views were received by the media, politicians and the public at large.

KEY AREAS OF FOCUS

* Introductory background knowledge: the causes and the course of the Korean War.

e The British reaction to the outbreak of war in Korea — how it was covered in the news and what this
tells us about the British public’'s knowledge of the situation in Korea.

e Key groups and individuals who opposed the Korean War, the differing reasons for their opposition
and the nature of their opposition.

*  The way that these individuals and groups were treated by politicians and the media and the influence
(or lack thereof) that they had on wider public opinion.

*  Reach a judgement about the ‘significance’ of opposition to the war in Britain.

TARGET AGE RANGE

The lessons are designed for use with Key Stage 3. The opposition theme is also tackled in Enquiry 8 as part
of an A-level enquiry.

SCHOLARLY RATIONALE

Lesson 1 offers an overview of the Korean War, principally a focus on the causes of the war. This is rooted
in the ongoing debate about how far the Korean War was a civil war between North and South and how
far it was a manifestation of international tensions and rivalry. The resource in Lesson 1 is based on the
work of Dr Michael Shin (2013).

However, the principal focus of the enquiry is in Lesson 2. This focus emerges from the research of Huxford
(2018), which charts a social history of the war in Britain and uses a range of source material including
Mass Observation surveys, letters and diaries.
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It is traditionally argued that when the Korean War broke out, there was relatively little interest in Britain at
the time. Kynaston, for example, notes a diary entry that indicates that the birth of Princess Anne received
more attention in the media than the outbreak of the Korean War (Kynaston, 2008). By contrast, Huxford's
research shows that there was a significant — if short-lived — anxiety shown by the public on hearing about
the outbreak of war, with memories of the Second World War still very much alive. And although this
anxiety and interest did subside after the first year, there was nevertheless a certain amount of ongoing
controversy surrounding Britain’s involvement in the war.

What is particularly striking is Huxford’s exploration of opposition to the Korean War in Britain. This is
therefore chosen as the basis for this enquiry. This aspect has previously been somewhat overshadowed
by opposition to the Vietnam War, which is typically viewed as the most ‘controversial’ war. Yet Huxford
argues that there were absolutely contentious elements to British involvement in Korea, with some British
people growing uneasy about how the war was conducted as it progressed. It was also during this period
that many people started to adopt an anti-nuclear stance. Huxford highlights some fascinating stories of
various individuals, ranging from fully paid-up communists, to journalists, to scientists who bought into
rumours of germ warfare. One particularly absorbing story is the case of Monica Felton, a town planner
who was sacked from her government position for taking part in a ‘fact-finding’ trip to North Korea.

Therefore, although ‘forgotten’ in this way, as well as in many others, the Korean War can be seen as an
important turning point in anti-war opposition in Britain.

CURRICULAR RATIONALE

Most teachers of Key Stage 3 will cover the Cold War at some point in their scheme of work, and yet
the Korean War is rarely a main feature in this coverage. The starring role is usually reserved for Vietnam.
Yet as Professor Kathryn Weathersby (2019) has argued, there are a number of important reasons for
studying the Korean War:

*  The Korean War shaped the international post-war system.
* It was the Korean War that militarised the Cold War.

*  The war transformed the communist side in the Cold War.
* It had a profound impact on North East Asia.

Add to this that Britain was the second largest force in the UN contingent, with over 100,000 British
troops serving through the course of the war, and there are plenty of reasons why Korea should get a look-
in with Key Stage 3 students of history. This enquiry therefore seeks to expose students to this ‘forgotten’
war, emphasising its links with Britain, while bearing in mind that most teachers will not have space for
more than two lessons in their Cold War scheme of work.

The first lesson in the enquiry covers some essential groundwork, introducing students to the nature
and causes of the war. It seeks to expose them to the historical debate surrounding the war’s origins
(as set out in Shin, 2013, and referenced above), as well as to help them place into context people’s
perceptions of the war back in Britain, ready for their second lesson.

The second lesson draws on the work of Dr Grace Huxford outlined above and investigates reaction

to the war back in Britain. It is hoped that students will understand that the outbreak of war did not

go unnoticed in Britain, nor was there unquestioning acceptance of Britain's involvement in the war.
They are also required to grapple with how we might measure the ‘significance’ of opposition to the war.

After completing the enquiry, it is anticipated that students will have a better and more well-rounded
understanding of the early Cold War period so that their studies of (for example) Cuba or Vietnam will
have some broader context.
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SCHEME OF WORK

OVERVIEW

The enquiry provides two relatively self-standing lessons. We envisage that it would be taught in Year 9,
building on earlier work covering the end of the Second World War and the onset of the Cold War
(e.g. lessons on Potsdam and the Berlin Blockade).

Lesson 1 establishes an overview of the Korean War. If you have already covered this ground,
you might go straight to Lesson 2.

Students examine the historical debate around why conflict erupted in 1950. They find evidence to
support two different arguments and come to a judgement. Following that, students build up a basic
understanding of the main stages of the war.

Lesson 2 focuses on the perception of the war in Britain. Students analyse a contemporary newsreel on the
war's outbreak and infer how the British government persuaded people back home that sending troops to
Korea was necessary and worthwhile.

The main focus of the enquiry is on opposition from different groups/individuals, and students consider
how we might measure how ‘significant’ this opposition was.

If you are not using Lesson 1, then Lesson 2 could easily be taught over two separate lessons.

Lesson 1: For obvious reasons we don’t start with the enquiry question.

ik bl B o fio We don’t even mention Korea. Given that this is a forgotten war,

war in 19502 we presume that the students have not even heard of it.
In this lesson, students use oral history and photographs from the war to

figure out which conflict they are about to examine.

They examine two different explanations for the origins of the war and
find evidence to support each.

They use maps and a timeline to get a sense of the nature and course
of the war.

To summarise their learning in this lesson, they write a caption for the image.

Lesson 2: In this lesson, students use a contemporary source and case studies based on

. Huxford’s research to explore how the war was perceived back in Britain.
How significant was

British opposition to They use case studies of five groups/individuals who opposed the war to
the war in Korea? measure the ‘significance’ of British opposition.

Using simplified role cards, they each research one of the five groups/
individuals who opposed the war, recording their findings, and then feed back
to the rest of the class.

They conclude by answering the overarching enquiry question.
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LESSON 1.1 BREAKDOWN: WHY DID BRITAIN GO TO WAR (AGAIN) IN 1950?

STARTER (SLIDES 1-7) BEFORE YOU START

NB For obvious reasons, we don’t mention Korea at the start of this lesson. We don’t even You will need:
mention it in the enquiry question! Test out whether this is really a ‘forgotten war’ —
have students heard of it?

* Lesson PowerPoint
1.1

Slide 3: Play the clip from 100" where Captain John Shipster describes how he took his golf clubs * Resource sheet
and tennis racquet with him to Korea (although Korea itself is not mentioned in this clip). 1.1A (Questions for
Starter 2)

Students speculate on the questions listed on the slide, perhaps writing their guesses down

on whiteboards. * Resource sheet 1.1B

(Explanation grid for

*  Shipster’s excellent accent should hopefully give it away that he is British! colour-coding for

e Students might also pick up on details such as he mentions going to Japan, and also how he was Activity 1)
greeted by a tall, black sergeant (they will probably need help with the phrase "We've got a right * Resource sheet
load of Charlies here'!). 1.1C (Timeline of

. . . the Korean War for
Allow them to make their guesses but don't give the game away just yet.

Activity 2 plus maps
Following this, show/play them Clues 1-5 (on Slides 3-7) one at a time and in that order. After examining to sequence on

each one, they should attempt to answer any of the questions on Resource sheet 1.1A (reproduced from pages 2 and 3)
Slide 3). You are primarily leading them towards finding out where the conflict is, although students should
also be able to make other inferences about the fighting conditions, the causes of the war and the troops too:

e Clue 1 might lead them to believe that the war is somewhere very cold (so the eventual answer
may surprise them if they do not associate Asia with being cold!), and also reveal the difficulty of the
winter conditions.

*  Hopefully they will recognise the Aussie accent in Clue 2 (some of them might also pick up on ‘napalm’
here and perhaps guess Vietnam).

e (lue 3 should narrow down the possible location of the war as Asia.

* You might allow them to look at an atlas to assist with Clue 4, which also gives them a big hint as to
US involvement and why the war is being fought.

* And of course, Clue 5 gives the answer if they haven’t guessed by then.

This has been a lengthy starter, but now that the secret is out that we are studying the Korean War,
you can now overview the rest of the lesson and enquiry using Slides 8 and 9.

ACTIVITY 1: WHY DID WAR BREAK OUT IN KOREA IN 19507 (SLIDES 10-13)

Use Slide 10 to give some very basic background to the situation in Korea in 1950.

Then explain that historians don’t actually agree as to why the war broke out, and use Slide 11
to introduce them to the two schools of thought:

* that Korea was merely a symptom of Cold War tension between the USSR and the USA
* that its origins lie with internal tension inside Korea

Slide 12 gives them an explanation grid, also on Resource sheet 1.1B. They colour-code each piece of
information to show which of the arguments it supports.

(NB This sheet is based on the summary of the historiography presented in a podcast by Dr Michael Shin of
the University of Cambridge, The Korean War, which is available on the HA website.)

Slide 13: Recap by going through the answers and asking students to decide which statement on the slide
they find more convincing. There is also a third option, which links the previous two together.

55
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ACTIVITY 2: WHAT HAPPENED DURING THE KOREAN WAR? (SLIDES 14-16)

The intention here is that students gain a basic understanding of the nature and course of the war
between 1950 and 1953.

Slide 14 gives a link to a BBC documentary 20th Century Battlefields: 1951 Korea, presented by

Dan and Peter Snow. At the time of writing, the documentary was accessible on YouTube at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=iLV3eonORPc, but if it disappears, a Google search for ‘Dan Snow Peter
Snow Korean War’ should work!

You could start at 2'06". The explanation of the war starts at 4'15" but students might find the preceding
two minutes interesting as they describe the border today. Play on until around 9'30".

This clip should firstly give students a good idea of the strangeness of the current border situation
between the North and South, as well as serving as an excellent introduction to the beginning of the
war, ending with the arrival of UN troops in South Korea.

Next, students should read through the fuller timeline narrative of the war (Slide 15 and on Resource
sheet 1.1C) and, using this, attempt to place the four maps on page 2 of that sheet in the correct order
— sticking them in the space on page 3. These illustrate the main stages in the war. You can then use the
animation on Slide 16 to go through the correct answer.

Students may well ask why the stalemate continued for so long between 1951 and 1953 when it was
achieving so little. There is much debate around this.

* Some historians have blamed the American negotiators, who tried to force China and North Korea
to accept humiliating terms.

*  Other theories include the view that Stalin actually wanted the war to continue because it tied
up American resources.

e There is some evidence that Mao was keen to continue fighting because he enjoyed the prestige of
matching the Americans and also because Korea was an opportunity to give his troops experience.

These issues are examined in depth in one of the Key Stage 5 enquiries (Enquiry 7).

PLENARY (SLIDES 17-18)
Slide 17 continues the story to the present day and outlines casualty figures.

Slide 18 shows a photo of the current border crossing between the North and South. It might look
neat and ordered but the border (or Joint Security Area) is a symbol of extreme tension between the two
countries, who are still technically at war.

Students are invited to reflect on what they have learned about the causes and course of the war,
writing a 25- to 50-word caption to go with the photograph.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iLV3eonORPc
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LESSON 1.2 BREAKDOWN: HOW SIGNIFICANT WAS BRITISH OPPOSITION TO
THE WAR IN KOREA?

STARTER (SLIDES 1-5) BEFORE YOU START
Slide 3 displays an image of Monica Felton and invites students to speculate about why she was You will need:

sacked from her job in 1950. Either give students the eight clue cards relating to her (Resource sheet 1.2A) e Lesson 1.2

or drip-feed them in one at a time, starting with the less obvious clues — for example, ‘she missed an PowerPoint
important meeting’ may encourage them to guess that she was sacked for not doing her job. o Resource sheet 1.2A
Given some of the clues and the previous lesson’s learning, you may have students who quickly guess (Starter clues)

that this is related to the Korean War, despite any mention of Korea being deliberately left off the clues. * Resource sheet 1.2B
Take that feedback from students but don't reveal who is correct at this stage. (Questions for guided

listening to newsreel
for Activity 1)
* Resource sheet 1.2C

Explain that the clues were missing one vital piece of information: that Monica Felton’s trip in June 1951
was to Korea. Congratulate any students who made the link and tell them that they will find out more

about Monica Felton’s story later in the lesson.
(Case study sheets

for Activity 3)
* For plenary:

ACTIVITY 1: HOW DID THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT ‘SELL' THE KOREAN WAR? (SLIDES 6-7)

Briefly recap verbally (or ask students to do this themselves) on last lesson’s learning: why war broke out A large continuum
in Korea in 1950, and how British troops were a key contributor to the UN forces. of significance on
Before going into the resources, ask the question of the students: ‘How would you expect the British the wall — or desk —
people to react when war broke out?’ big enough to have

Students then watch the newsreel from September 1950 (we suggest from 2'06” to 9" 30”) and answer a whole dlass worth

the questions on Resource sheet 1.2B. There are two differentiated versions to choose from, depending on of sticky notes.
the ability of your students/class: page 1 has open-text response, page 2 has scaffolding in the form

of options to choose from.

Take feedback on how the government persuaded British people that sending troops to Korea was
necessary and worthwhile.

ACTIVITY 2: HOW SIGNIFICANT WAS OPPOSITION TO THE WAR? SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA
(SLIDE 8)

Slide 8 introduces students to the study of opposition to the war.

If you are choosing to extend this enquiry across two lessons, there will be scope for students to speculate
about why people might oppose the war, perhaps making links to previous knowledge of the suffering

of the Second World War, to the first use of the atomic bomb in 1945, or perhaps to more contemporary
examples of opposition to war, such as the massive protests against the Iraq War.

Tell students that they will examine some case studies of people who opposed the war and that their job
will be to measure how ‘significant’ the opposition was. They will need to come up with some criteria to

assist in that process — how could or should we measure how significant the opposition was? Give them

one or two ideas to get them started and then ask each pair to come up with at least two more ways of

measuring it. Take feedback then go through our suggestions on Slide 8.

ACTIVITY 3: HOW SIGNIFICANT WAS OPPOSITION TO THE WAR? CASE STUDIES (SLIDES 9-15)

Slide 9: Give each pair of students one of the five different case studies (they are all on Slides 11-15 and
on Resource sheet 1.2C). They need to read the information about their person or group and complete the
grid (shown on Slide 16 and Resource sheet 1.2C (page 1), which asks them to find out:

* why their person/group opposed the war
* the nature of their opposition

* how they were received by others in Britain 57
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Hopefully, armed from Activity 2 with how they might measure significance’, they will be able to manage
column 5 and give their case study person or group a significance rating.

Depending on your group and whether you are extending Lesson 2 over two lessons, you could then
either rotate the role cards around, giving the students other rows to fill in, or else invite pairs to feed back
verbally to the rest of the class, with you as the teacher filling in the grid on the whiteboard.

PLENARY (SLIDE 17)
After feedback (in whatever form) on all case studies, students now return to the enquiry question.

To scaffold this, Resource sheet 1.2C (page 7) provides a choice of adjectives (also shown on Slide 11)
to describe the opposition. Students can circle the word(s) they think best describes it (or come up with
their own). They need to write down between one and three pieces of evidence on their sheet to support
their choice of words.

Finally, to reflect on what they have concluded, and to judge overall significance, they place their sticky
note on a continuum of significance. They should be able to justify their position according to the criteria
that they have come up with for the Activity on Slides 7 and 8.

SELECTED LESSON POWERPOINTS

LESSON 1.1

Enquiry 1:

An unpopular war?
Why did Britain go
to war (again) in

Why did Captain John Shipster take his
golf clubs to war?

Starter part 1

Listen to the one-minute audio clip from an - oa
interview with Captain John Shipster. SHIPSTER, IOHN

1 950? Then discuss the following questions: NEVILLE (ORAL
= Which country do you think Captain Shipster HISTORY)
is from?
= To which country do you think he was sent to
go to war? —
* Why do you think he took his golf clubs?
= What might that tell us about his expectations
of this war? e )
Exploring and Teaching the Korean War | Lesson 11 1 Explaring and Teaching the Korean War | L=sson 1.1 2 H‘-“':"N' - HTORY 0
Follow the clues to find out more Clue #2
Starter part 2 cl ue #1
Now examine the five more clues that will be Audio clip from Private R
displayed on the board. On your whiteboard or |t was really terribly, terribly cold. | remember we i -
Resource sheet 1.1A, write down: went to ground for just twenty minutes and in that FaTckiknowies KNOWLES PATR | CK
. . . . time, we froze to the ground and our machine guns N »
* Inwhich country do you think this war might 576 yp. As we tried to get up, our clothes were ‘They give you a stretcher JAMES (ORAL
be happening? stuck to the ground with dry ice because it was e
twenty degrees below zero. H ISTO RY)

= Which countries do you think the soldiers
have come from?

« What were the conditions like in the war?

+ Why do you think this war might be
happening?

Make sure that you can support your answers
with evidence from the clues.

Exploring and Teaching the Korean War | Lesson 11

We did have petrol heaters in the huts but
‘sometimes they used to set fire to your sleeping
bag... and that wasn't always very funny.

Captain Alberic Stacpoole, a British Army officer

Exploring and Teaching the Korean War | Lesson 1.1
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LESSON 1.1 (continued)

Clue #3

ABritish soldier talking
with some local
children

Exploring and Teaching the Korean War | Lesson 11

Clue #4

This peninsula is a symbol to the whole world. If we allow it
to fall to Communism, we will have lost another round in our
match with the Soviet Union. Our status and the hopes of
everyone who places their faith in us will suffer.

A statement from the government of the USA in 1950.
A peninsula is an area of land that is mostly but not
completely surrounded by water.

Exploring and Teaching the Korean War | Lesson 1 1 6

Clue #5

36TH PARALLEL

Map of the Korean

H 1 West Sea. East Sea
Peninsula in 1950 ot (S 1 Japent
4
Exploring and Teaching the Korean War | Lesson 1.1 7

Enquiry overview:
Why did Britain go to war (again)
in 19507

Lesson 1.1
Why was there a war in

Korea and why did
Britain join in?

| ) p— \)f(o‘r!d ) 0

Exploring and Teaching the Korean War | Lesson 1.1 8

Lesson 1.1 overview

Content covered in the rest of this

Lesson 1.1 Jsnon:
- +  Why did war break out in Korea
Why was there a war in itk A
Kore.a and Why did +  What happened during the
Britain join in?
] Korean War?

Exploring and Teaching the Korean War | Lesson 11 -]

Why did war break out in Korea in 19507

-
£

* During the Second World War, Korea was
occupied by Japanese troops.

= After the war it was divided.
* The North was led by a communist,
Kim Il Sung.

* The South was led by Syngman Rhee.
He was not very democratic but he was
highly anti-communist.

* The Soviet Union supported the North
while the South was under the influence
of the USA.

Exploring and Teaching the Korean War | Lesson 1.1 10

Why did war break out in Korea in 19507

- On 25 June 1950, the North's Korean People’s Army (KPA)
invaded South Korea.

Activity 1
Read the evidence in your

explanation grid on the next slide
or on Resource sheet 1.1B.

= The United Nations was quick to respond and encouraged
its members to support the South. Many countries sent

troops, including the USA, Great Britain, Australia, Canada, Colour-code each card to show
India, New Zealand and South Africa. :’J‘;ﬁ;g;"’e explanations it

+ Explanation A: Some historians believe that the war
happened mainly because of tension between the USSR
and the USA, who were using Korea as a ‘puppet’ in their
Cold War.

Explanation B: Other historians believe that the war was
more to do with internal tension inside Korea.

Exploring and Teaching the Korean War | Lesson 1.1 1

Why did war break out in Korea in 19507 Explanation grid.

Attha end of the Sscand Ward War, Supports
China had also become cemmunist in Konie skvaady had bitker sl Explanation A:

hare ware Soviat traops all aver
Eastem Europe thin | 1949- The Americans had shiays 5460 | - gigjong in 1845, Peasanis made up Evidence that the
= expansion of communizm and thay. ine s {hair lly:and e sty by of the popultion and were war was caused

this. Now, sudgenly, & massie naw 5 by tension
communist state had appeared onthe |  "E8ld poorly by ihair land

created
map. Korsa.

detarmined o stop any further

acgansion. This policy became known between the USA

.

Supports
Explanation B:

When Korea was iberated from Japan in Evidence that the

1845, many Koreans wanted 1o set Up &
Presidant ple’s Republic to give land

American spies reported o the US

japan
1810 and 1845_Many poorer Koreans

‘tension that
providing support and ressurces to help back to the peasants. But the US by

ot Tf:oc"m"i"n‘fm:'““ ok | cmmunis o win powsr My, | cocumiers in the Scuth reused o et s sty s
e Indonesia, Burma, the Philppines and | happen. They allowd the o

with} the Japanase, beiraying them. Syngman Rhee and his supporters to.
‘ake over

Kim 1l Sung was eager to gain mara
power North Kores quickly set up strong

Thers was aiready widsspread viclence, | There hostlity Between the

uprisings and the | Morth leader, Km 1| | Chins, Kim risd to convinge both Chin
South underSyngman Rhee bafore | Sung, and Syngman Rnes, Prasisentof | and the USSR to support a plan o try to
1a50. South Korea. take contral of the whole Korean
Peninsula. They were eventually
persuadd
Exploring and Teaching the Korean War | Lesson 1.1 12
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LESSON 1.1 (continued)

Why did war break out in Korea in 19507

Activity 1 recap
Which of the following statements do you most agree with?

‘War broke out in Korea because of
tension between the USSR and the
USA, who were using Korea as
“puppet” in their Cold War."

‘War broke out in Korea because of
internal tension inside Korea.'

‘War broke out because of local
tensions, which were made worse
by the tension between the USA
and the USSR

s MER

Exploring and Teaching the Korean War | Lsson 1 1 13

What happened during the Korean War?

Activity 2
« Watch the short video clip, which
introduces the war.

* Read the timeline on the next
slide, then use Resource sheet
1.1C to place the four maps in
correct date order.

Exploring and Teaching the Karean War | Lesson 11

Timeline of the Korean War

25 June 1850 —North Korea invaded South Korea with
epproximately 100,000 troops. North Karean troops
averwheimed the South's forces. By September 1950,
all except a small comer of south-sast Karea was under
communist control.

4January 1951 — Chinese and North Korean forces drove the UN and
South Korean forces back again. As the fraezing cold winter weather
drew n, the Chinese advance centinued and they recaplured South
Korea's capttal Seoul on 4 January 1951

Miarch 1951 — In the next few manths, the UN snd Soulh Korean

27 June 1950 — The United Nations sent troops to Kares, X broes were able to ragroup. They retook Seoul in March 1951,
In 1950, UN and South Korean forces numbsred betwsen (%)
80,000 and 100,080, increasing to 240,000 by spring April 1951 ~ Chinsse and North Korsans launched anather ffensive
@) inieri 1851 alang the lmpin River. Feracious fighting followed.
o == Including a fsmous action by Britsh woaps fram ths Gloucestarshire
15 September 1950 — Unitsd Nations forces stomed Regiment There were heavy casualties on ail sides but the defences
L) =hors atinchon In September 1950. At the same time, held to the north of Seoul and in the valiey of the Imjn River.
() cer UN forces and Soutn Corean togps advancad fram
Pusan. The North Koreans wera driven back beyond their May 1951 — By now, fighting was facused on the 38th parallel, with
X™=  oiginal border (the 36th parabel) within weaks. each side having been pushad back to their own respective arsa of
Korea. What followad was a stalemate, similar to the trench wartara
2 October 1950 —But the Amaricans did not stop. at had baen ssen on the Westem Frant in the First World War.
Despite wamings from China, the UN approved a plan to
advance into North Korea. By October, US forces had €) 27 July 1953 —Peace talks had begun in Juna 1881 Thera is much
iaken the Nosih Korean capital Pyongyang and reached I.D debate about why this stalemate continued until July 1853. An
A, VBT el e i s ek A armistice was finally signed in July 1953, but the war never officialy
) ended. Nonn Kores ramains divided todsy and the border zon
25 October 1850 — 200,000 Chinese forces entered x—  Detweenthe two Koreas remains s tense and heavly fortiied sres.
Kurea. As the war progressed, China's involvement
increased and eventually rose o around 1 millan
worl
Explaring and Teaching tha Korean War | Lesson 1.1 15 L

What happened during the Korean War?

Activity 2 review

- -
L '
T T SRt
;..\ AT
Py
haan
Start of September 1950 Oclober 1950 January 1951 Judy 1953
wor
Exploring and Teaching the Korean War | Lesson 1.1 16 n]

The never-ending war

Over the three years of war, 1950-1953:

= The UN suffered over 30,000 casualties during the war, most of whom were US troops.
There were around 500,000 Chinese casualties.

Britain suffered 1,078 killed in action, 2,674 wounded and 1,060 missing or taken prisoner.

Korea suffered 1.3 million causalities — with equal numbers from the North and South — and one
in ten Korean civilians died.

At the end of the war:

+ There was an armistice (ceasefire) in 1953 but no peace treaty —ever! So, technically speaking,
the two countries of North Korea and South Korea are still in a state of war.

Neither North nor South Korea obtained the united Korea that they were both fighting for.
The border along the 38th parallel remains today.

Relationships between the two countries are often very tense.
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Plenary

Write a 26-50-word

caption to go with this

photegraph. Make

sure you include:

+ Why you think the
war broke out.

+ What had
happened in Korea
by July 1953.
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LESSON 1.2

Enquiry overview:
Why did Britain go to war (again)
in 19507

Lesson 1.2

How significant was
opposition to the
Korean War in Britain?
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Lesson 1.2 Overview

Content covered in the lesson:

Lesson 1.2

How did the British government ‘sell’
the Korean War to the British people?

How did British people respond to the
war?

How significant was
opposition to the
orean Wa Britain?

How do we judge the significance of
opposition to the war?

Who opposed the war and why?

| world
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Why was Monica Felton
sacked?

Starter

This is Monica Felton. In June 1951, she was sacked from
her job.

+ Read the eight clues you have been given about
Monica Felton (Slide 4 and Resource sheet 1.2A).

+  With your partner, decide on a theory about why she
may have been sacked.

Exploring and Teaching the Korean War | Lesson 1.2 3

Monica Felton starter et

Monica Felton was a town planner. She was a
government employee working on the planning of
Stevenage in 1951, one of the new towns built in

jpostwar Britain.

Monica Felton was a member of the Labour Party.
She described herself as a socialist and a pacifist.

Many Brilish newspapers and some MPs were calling
for Felton to be put on trial for treason
(betraying her country).

Felton went on a trip in June 1951. Her trip made
national headlines in papers such as the Daily Mail.

Felton missed an important meeting in Westminster in

Felton's trip was debated in Parliament. June 1951

Felton published a book called

Monica Felton was 45 years old in 1951. That's Why | Went in 1954.

e
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Why was Monica Felton sacked?

« Your clues were missing one vital piece of
information: whereabouts did Monica Felton go on
her trip in June 19517

« The answer is of course: Korea.

+ You will find out more about Monica Felton’s story
later in the lesson.
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How did the British government ‘sell’
the Korean War to the British people?

*  You have already studied why war broke out in
Korea in 1950, and how 18 countries, including
Britain, provided troops or support of some kind
to the UN forces fighting North Korea.

. Back in Britain, the majority of the population
favoured British involy it in Korea, alth h
some people were concerned that government
funding might be diverted from health and
welfare towards a war in Asia.

Activity 1

Watch this newsreel from September
1950 and answer the questions on
Resource sheet 1.2B.

So how did the government persuade British
people that sending British troops to Korea was
necessary?
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How did British people respond to
the war?

+ Most historians agree that the war produced
some significant but short-lived anxiety. Some
people even re-dug their Anderson shelters from
wwiit

+ There continued to be a high level of interest in
the war during the first year (as we saw in the
newsreel), but by 1952 there was less interest as
the war slowed down.

Activity 2

How could we measurefjudge how
significant opposition was? E.g. were
there more people who supported or
opposed the war?

With your partner, come up with fwo
more ways fo measure the
opposition.
* What we will study today is the people and

groups who were opposed to British

involvement in the war. We are going to

measure how significant the opposition was.
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How do we judge the significance of
opposition? Significance criteria

What was the reaction of
the media/Parliament/
others to those who
opposed the war? Were
they alarmed? How did
they treat opposers?

Did their words or actions
change anything? Did
anybody take any notice?

Were they a majority?
Did more people support
or oppose the war?

How serious was the
opposition? E.g. mild
criticism of certain aspects?
Outright condemnation?

Were the people who
opposed the war important
individuals?

Was the opposition
organised?

Exploring and Teaching the Koraan War | Lesson 1.2
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LESSON 1.2 (continued)

Why did th the H th ived by | How significant
Who opposed the war and why? Y e | wnatadiney ar | | g
Harry
- PollittiBritish
Activity 3 Monica communists.
In your pairs, you will receive one role card. It Felton —_—
will 'ys you dar:ails abo:‘ldomns perslnnkgmup or James correspondents
organisation who oppos e war in Korea. Cameron
+ Fill in your grid (on the next slide or Resource Joseph
sheet 1.2C). Joseph Neodham
Needham
= Measure the significance of their opposition
by giving it a number from 1 to 5. 1is Hewlett Hewlett Johnson
insignificant opposition. 5 is highly significant Johnson
opposition. ™
eP Harry Poliitt/ G
You need to be ready to feed back to the rest of CPGB onica Felton
the class.

) )
world ™ world®
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ROLE CARD

Opposition case study: Communists Opposition case study: War correspondents

The Communist Party of Great Britain (CPGB) was RESPONSE James Cameron and Bert Hardy + The Daily Telegraptis war correspondent documented the

led by Harry Pollitt. = Most British newspapers and many British people « British journalist James Cameron (right) and impact of war on civilians and drew parallels with Nazi

+ They were strongly anti-American. They argued that were highly anti-communist. This meant that any photographer Bert Hardy (left) covered the war concentration camps.
the war was being fought purely to make the USA ideas of British communists were usually heavily for Picture Post. + The BBC's p t, Rene Cutforth, i
money and to spread their control over the world. criticised, including their view on Korea, even « Although Cameron did not disagree with the UN forces in the winter retreat down the Peninsula in
Poliitt wrote that ‘British lads were being forced to though most British people were ambivalent about war on principle, on 16 September 1950, he 1950-51 and wrote about the plight of Korean refugees on
shoot down other lads in Korea.' the war. Therefore they failed to gain much described the fighting as ‘filthy'. the road. He also criticised the first US use of napalm.

» The CPGB held 7,000 campaign meetings in 1952 sympathy or support. + He wrote about the suffering of the local
alone and also used their newspaper, = Some employees in London firms were sacked for population.
The Daily Worker, to get their message across. circulating communist peace petitions. There was = " . . RESPONSE
They wrote lots about the impact of the war on even one story that a 17-year-old Scout had been il e sawd fofiylng [ pObth Do ok g W ndents had mixed I exposing th

sl P v you ictures of POW (prisoner of war) treatment A aTeRpancnt Ut el s L

Korean civilians. They also (falsely) accused the dismissed from the Boy Scouts as his communist B il 2 civilian casualties of the war. Cameron's coverage was well
USA of using smallpox germs in Korea. tendencies went against his oath to the King! and atrocities committed by South Kerean known. Picture Postwas one of the few publications to cover

+ Their journalist, Alan Winterton, visited Korea in July | + Nevertheless, the anti-American feeling of the forces. ; civilian suffering in any great detail. However ,in May 1851,
1950 and wrote a leaflet called 1 Saw the Truth in CPGB was shared by others. A mass survey in « After the war, Cameron was a founding the Labour MP Frank Allaun wrate that there were few people
Korea', claiming that the US bombing in Korea was London in 1851 found that people were talking member of the Campaign for Nuclear willing to ‘spare a thought for the thousands killed or horribly
worse than the Nazi bombing of Coventry. about the USA trying to ‘control the world". Disarmament (CND). wounded in a single day's fighting in Korea last week'.
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. ROLE CARD . ROLE CARD
Opposition case study: Joseph Needham Opposition case study: Hewlett Johnson
- The Paople's Republic of China claimed RESPONSE f'"m' '":;:';':; - FEﬁ:B'EE e R e
that the United States had started a + Other scienists were ek erd i) for his trip and said that it was
il SRCE N pAN Canterbury because of undermining British troaps In Korea.
Fa fiec drop Hatl his support for the USSR. « In response, Johnson wrote a
diseased rodents and insects over China imited impact, i orpbiot ek Theg et i
m““‘:‘;g;m fox: w0 rmoat e Kour ::;“‘?‘&""‘,""’Em USSR in the 1930s. He attemptad to defend himself and
5 By e in's attentior saw socialism and again criticised the alleged use of
- These allegations tumed out lo be faise o Korea briefy ol == ety
propaganda by the PRC. Nevertheless, + Amesting of the vistianity as allies. germ warfare. )
they were supported by Joseph Needham, Freches Ukion: * Johnson visited China in + Johnson sent his pamphlet to all his
aleading scientist 1952 and became utterly fellow peers in the House of Lords but
) : ; Eongnes () Mg convinced by Chinese received little suppart from them. One
i B edtoa yell 4ot birclisied R g D claims that the USA was accused him of being a communist

who visited China and North Korea in the

summer of 1952. While there, he spoke to warfare. The British (S T v and anather asked whether lagal :
two captured American alrmen wha claimed Peace Committes als SR el fOee: action against Johnson was possible!
TEE i ey maced e s mendye [Ttl\:mﬂ':?allons wumed . Hum:_quhmcn did e
Ibactericlogical weapons on North Korea. the dangers of germ Zh mkﬂ el hsu.!:l:«:i!t 0 Ec:mmh. :ﬂ;toc; &

- When he retuned to Britain, Needham went warfare across tha Popsganda by Enina ) historian EP Thompson wrote to him
on a lecture tour and wrote to The Times, country. +  Ha brought back a 35f- in support, speaking out against the
urging other scientists to study the daims long petition from Chinese way the press had atiacked him.

2 pastors and churches
against germ warfare.
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Opposition case study: Monica Felton How significant was opposition to

Monica Felton RESPONSE the wa r?

+ Felton was a town planner helping to design and + There was a public outery. Felton was attacked in the
build Stevenage, one of the ‘new’ towns built in press. She was sacked from her job, given that she was
postawar Britain. She was a government employee a government employee and had missed an important Plenary haif-hearted intense Isolated
and also a member of the Labour Party. meeting. 2 o = =
« She went to Korea in summer 1851 on a 'fact- « Sections of the country called for her to be placed on trial 1 On JOE sheet, cxrc\s‘ “'hm.h_“f these u.v'ords fosta il e
finding' mission arranged by an international for treason. (She wasn't!) you think best describe British opposition to . .
women's organisation. + Felton held a series of meetings in London in June 1951, the Korean War. THLLIES ey @iy
+ She returned to Britain claiming that she had seen which attracted hundreds of people. The Press & sed ised i
refugees and orphans, the destruction of temples. Association reported that women apenly wept at her 2. Write down one to three pieces of evidence z 2
and museums, mass graves and evidence of descriptions of violence against Koreans. 1o support your view. limited Toud influential
widespread brutality by British and allied soldiers. * Some individuals did protest over her sacking, and 80
+ The organisation's report urged people to call for Labour MPs went to hear her speak in 1951. 3. Now write your name on your sticky note =k widespread e etk
immediate withdrawal of British troops from Korea. and place it on the continuum on the right to
sum up your overall view of the significance
of opposition, Insignificant Highly significant
wlr-_;:r‘d)'
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