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SECTION 4: EXPLORING THE KOREAN WAR FURTHER

THE KOREAN WAR LEGACY FOUNDATION (KWLF) 
VETERANS INTERVIEW ARCHIVE 

The focus of this publication has been on teaching 

the history and legacy of the Korean War from a 

British perspective. It is our fervent hope that the 

materials in this publication provide UK teachers 

with a bank of resources that will update their 

subject knowledge and also provide them with 

classroom-ready resources that help them to teach 

this fascinating and incredibly significant period of 

world history in the twentieth century. 

Of course, as Dr Han’s article at the start of this 

publication points out (1A, ‘Quo vadis?’), history is 

huge and multi-faceted. In a publication such as 

this, we cannot even cover the full story of the 

Korean War as it affected Britain, let alone its wider 

significance in other countries and globally.  

With this in mind, the aim of this final section is to 

make teachers and students aware of some of the 

impressive other resources that are available for the 

study of the Korean War. 

For many years, the Korean War Legacy Foundation 

(https://koreanwarlegacy.org) has been interviewing 

veterans of the Korean War from all the states that 

took part. After collecting over 1,100 interviews,  

the KWLF teacher fellows tagged the interviews  

with metadata and identified short, compelling 

video clips from each interview that would be  

useful in the classroom. The result is an  

unparalleled and incredibly precious resource  

to historians and teachers. 
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THE MEMORY BANK

The Memory Bank is the entry point to the 

Foundation’s coverage of the Korean War, its events 

and its legacy. It has several interconnected sections, 

which can also be accessed from the main menu at 

the head of the page.  

THE INTERVIEW ARCHIVE

The Interview Archive is perhaps the jewel in the 

crown of the Foundation’s resources. There are over 

1,100 interviews, 3,000 short video clips and over 

2,000 photographs. It is a treasure trove for 

historians and has been shown to be immensely 

popular and engaging for young students as well. 

The Archive is made manageable by careful curation 

and can be simply browsed or searched using a 

range of key criteria. 
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Here are just a few examples of the materials that can be found in the Interview Archive:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A guy came along with his tie and he said, ‘Have you heard about a place called Korea? 
There’s a war starting out there, and it’s going to be a big war, you know.’ And I said 
‘No.’ And that’s the first time I heard about Korea. We were young then and 
newspapers, we didn’t read newspapers and we didn’t have television. You just went 
about your normal business. 
https://koreanwarlegacy.org/interviews/gerald-gerry-farmer/ 

You always look back at war and say was it worth it. If you look at Korea now, even with 
the present situation with North Korea, which is on a very touchy basis, even then you’ve 
got to say with the progress being made in Korea and South Korea… You’ve got to say 
‘yes, it was worth it’. 

It was a forgotten war, I don’t think it was forgotten as it was quite ignored and never 
considered. Even today when anniversaries occur and they talk about the Falklands War 
and Iraq War, Korean War never gets mentioned… It’s totally wrong because it was the 
first major United Nations effort and one would think that would [have] captured 
people’s imagination, but for some reason no. 
https://koreanwarlegacy.org/interviews/keith-gunn/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That was our final battle with the Third Battalion of the 8th K. We were overrun there. 
But this went on. This happened on the night of November the 1st – that’s when they 
first hit us. The following morning the firing ceased – early in the morning. And by the 
time daylight come I looked around and I couldn’t see anymore. I was lying in a ditch 
and my two men who had been with me were gone. But during the excitement – we 
fought all night. We fired at anything we could see that didn’t have a steel helmet on. 
See, we still had our summer uniforms on. We’d not been issued winter uniforms yet. 
And the Chinese that we were fighting – we didn’t know that they were Chinese. We 
thought they were North Koreans. And they had on these POW caps. So that was my 
means of identifying who’s – who were fighting. But I’m thinking still, that they were 
North Korean soldiers. So I’d shoot anyone with a POW cap on. And the following 
morning when I looked around, I didn’t see anybody moving or anything. And I raised 
up to take a look, thinking I may be the only survivor. 
https://koreanwarlegacy.org/interviews/charles-ross/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of my difficult times had to do with kids that you inevitably saw in the streets. 
I mean they were waifs. They were starving you know. They didn’t have much and it 
always tore at me. And hired some of these children to be what we called house boys. 
And we had mama-sans. And they were always very polite, I mean extremely polite. I 
wish my kids had been that polite. But I felt sorry for them. You just had to feel sorry for 
them. And we did a lot for them. We had one of the young kids, I remember, he was 
I guess seven when we picked him up off the streets in Seoul. And we picked him up 
because he was stealing fruit from our operation. So what we tried to explain him was, 
‘You don’t have to steal it. All you have to do is ask for it.’ But he didn’t know that. And 
we took him in. 
https://koreanwarlegacy.org/interviews/richard-faron/ 
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HISTORY

Through a series of chapters, this section provides  

a chronology of the Korean War while also 

acknowledging multiple perspectives on this 

complex period and wrestling with the enduring 

legacy of the war. The chapters tell the story of the 

war both chronologically and thematically and are 

unique in their use of veteran oral history clips as 

primary source materials.

There are 17 chapters, which range from the early 

Cold War context of the late 1940s, through key 

events of the war itself, to the process of 

memorialising the war and understanding its 

legacy. There are thematic sections as well, such as 

the role of women in the war and the role of 

African Americans.  

Each section provides an overview piece and also 

links to selected interviews from the Veterans 

Archive. 
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TEACHING TOOLS 

The Foundation has been working for many years 

with teachers to promote knowledge and 

understanding of the Korean War and also to 

provide practical help for teachers in the form of 

ready-to-use inquiry-based resources, just like the 

ones written for British teachers in this publication. 

There are 15 separate resources, all downloadable 

and classroom-ready. 
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DOCUMENTARY FILM

In 2018, the Korean War Legacy Foundation 

produced a documentary on the legacy of the 

Korean War. The 40-minute documentary follows 

Arden Rowley, a Korean War veteran, and his 

great-grandson, Cayden Sherwood, as they travel 

back to South Korea to remember his wartime 

experiences, while discovering the unique history 

and miraculous progress that the Korean people 

have achieved over the past 65 years. The film 

connects the past to the present and is a perfect 

classroom resource on the Korean War.


