
 

Context: Heather Avenue Infant School is a small infant school with 135 pupils which mainly serves the immediate community to the 

north of the city of Norwich. Norwich is a medieval city with a rich history in the largely rural county of Norfolk. Most pupils spend their 

whole infant education at the school. In 2017 Heather Avenue Infant School became an academy and joined the Wensum Trust, which 

consists of ten schools divided into three hubs; a city hub, a coastal hub and a rural hub. 

The proportion of pupils known to be eligible for free school meals is broadly average. The proportion of pupils from minority ethnic 

groups and those who speak English as an additional language is below average, but increasing. The proportion of disabled pupils and 

those who have special educational needs is above average.  

Application Process: We chose to apply for the history Quality Mark as we wanted to ensure that our history provision is equipping our 

children with both the knowledge and skills they need for the future as well as helping them to understand how and why we learn 

from the past. I felt that having an external verification of this would be helpful in recognising the key importance of history education 

in our curriculum.  The audit we completed at the beginning of the process was extremely helpful in helping to see where our areas of 

strength lay, as well as to decide on areas for focus in order to sharpen our practice further. I felt happy that I could use the completed 

audit document to create an action plan for history and to monitor our progress. The Historical Association team were very helpful in 

providing further advice about the evidence I could gather as we implemented the plan and also reassured me that there wasn’t an 

expectation that everything would necessarily be achieved and our provision be perfect when we submitted our final application. The 

important thing was the journey that we were on and whether we could show that we were actively making a positive difference for 

our pupils. 

Successes: Our biggest success were the links we made with our Local Heritage Centre, based at the Millennium library in Norwich city 

centre and in becoming a Heritage School through our partnership work with Historic England. Both of these links were invaluable in 

introducing the concept of heritage to our pupils from the start of Reception through to enabling our Year 2 pupils to leave our school 

with an in-depth knowledge of local history and in having the skills they need in order to continue learning in the future. 



Challenge: I found my greatest challenge with the process was choosing only the evidence which best fit the criteria from the 

multitude we had available. There was so much that I wanted to show off and it was an interesting challenge for me in being ruthless 

when deciding what to include. Some pieces of evidence also fit multiple criteria so deciding the best fit was crucial. Luckily, during the 

assessment visit I was able to refer to evidence in different sections or that hadn’t made the cut into the final portfolio to illustrate my 

judgements which was useful. An additional challenge was for us an infant school, providing evidence that isn’t pupil work in books. 

Our pupils range in age from 4 to 7 years old and much of their history work is documented in conversations, artwork, observations, 

drama and other practical methods, particularly for our youngest pupils. 

Impact: The impact of the QM process has been significant. It allowed us to really raise the profile of history across the school 

community, including parents/carers and within our local community. Our pupils were much more confident in being able to talk about 

history whether this was areas they enjoyed learning about or explaining the purpose of learning about the past and suggesting how 

we can do this. 

Guidance: The Historical Association was extremely helpful throughout the process, particularly when preparing for the external 

assessor visit. I felt confident that I could call or email at any point in the process for advice or support. The website is easy to navigate 

and I found the case studies helpful when deciding how to present our evidence. It was very straightforward to submit evidence using 

the online portfolio and it was a useful tool in keeping everything organised.  

Assessor: Our assessor was a pleasure to work with. We had a telephone conversation prior to his visit where he outlined which lines 

of enquiry he would like to focus on during his visit. It was during this conversation that we discussed the best fit for our provision as 

possibly being gold, rather than silver as I had originally suggested. The conversation gave me some time to prepare additional 

evidence to show where we met the gold criteria for each section and to think about which areas of provision I wanted to showcase 

during the visit, as well as to arrange for various groups of stakeholders including pupils, staff, governors and parent-carers, to have an 

opportunity to give their views.  

Our assessor was extremely knowledgeable both about history and about the specific provision of early years/ KS1 education and we 

had many interesting conversations about the journey the school had been on throughout the QM process. He was so encouraging and 

the visit felt very much like an interesting conversation rather than an inspection or an interrogation. Our assessor gave very useful 

advice for our next steps and our pupils very much enjoyed talking to him about their learning and enthusiasm for history.  



Impact on school: I feel that achieving the Quality Mark has had a very positive impact on our school. We were thrilled to receive Gold 

status and has given us greater self-confidence in recognising the huge efforts we make and celebrating our achievements. We were 

particularly encouraged to see our curriculum provision highlighted as a particular strength of our school as it is something we strive to 

improve upon constantly. I felt it helped me as history subject leader to gain a very good understanding of the skills process we wanted 

to teach our pupils, and also to see where we could continue to improve our practice. I would recommend the process to any school 

who wish to rigorously assess their history provision.  

Section 1: Teaching and Learning 

The staff team were crucial in gathering evidence for this section, both with sharing their planning and for generating innovative and 

engaging ways to deliver their history learning and teaching. This is a section where I felt we really benefitted from being a small 

school, with a very close staff team. I was able to easily access planning and staff and pupils were very welcoming of me being in and 

out of their classrooms regularly across the year to see how this translated into lessons. The main challenge I had in completing this 

section was the large amount of crossover between pupil achievement in section 1 and section 4. At times I couldn’t decide where to 

best place evidence as it seemed to fulfil criteria of both sections.  I believe in the later set of QM criteria (we used the 2016/17 

criteria) this has been resolved however. 

Section 2: Leadership 

Our CPD programme was crucial to evidencing this section during the process so I spent quite a lot of time on this area prior to 

compiling evidence. This included speaking to staff to see where they felt their CPD needs for history lay. This led to me attaining to 

training run by Historic England and in learning more about Heritage School status, which correlated well with our identified aim of 

improving children’s knowledge of local history and developing their understanding of the term ‘heritage’. Parental feedback was very 

helpful in developing our history curriculum and the QM process helped us to expand on the feedback we receive from parents and 

carers further by asking history-specific questions. I found my greatest challenge in this area was ensuring that the staff felt supported 

and not overwhelmed by change. It was crucial that I carefully planned the timescale of changes that we wished to make so staff were 

not overloaded.  

 

 



Section 3: Curriculum 

We have always prioritised our curriculum at Heather Avenue Infant School and this is an area that features in our school development 

planning every year. We tailor our curriculum provision each year to meet the needs of the children and to ensure that our curriculum 

inspires and engages. The QM process has been invaluable in helping us to ensure that foundation subjects are given as much 

importance as core subjects in the children’s education and in the time allocated in to history. The greatest success we had in this 

section was our focus specifically on the local dimension and finding ways that we could forge sustainable partnerships with our local 

community to support our pupils understanding of local history. This led to us utilising the wealth of local knowledge and resources 

available at the Norfolk Local Heritage Centre to provide our pupils with artefacts and information about their local area and see how 

their own lives have been directly impacted by the past. Our greatest challenge in this area was evidencing the amount of time given to 

history specific teaching and learning in the EYFS, as much of the learning that takes place here is so cross-curricular.  

Section 4: Achievement 

This section was an interesting one to evidence. Much of the data we collect on pupils is for informing next steps and I tried to choose 

evidence which showed how and why we monitored pupil progress, rather than just what we do. We have lots of ways of celebrating 

achievement at Heather Avenue Infants and I found there was some overlap between evidence for this section and the other sections, 

mainly section 1 and section 5. This was an interesting area to explore in greater depth with our assessor during his visit, particularly 

how we provide an accurate level of challenge for all pupils whether in Reception or Year 2.  A walk around our school during the 

assessor’s visit also provided evidence for this area as this included time in each classroom looking at the learning environment and 

observing the children in their history lessons. 

Section 5: Enrichment 

This section was one of the hardest for me to evidence as we had so much that I wanted to include; particularly for community links 

and cross-curricular learning. Much of our history teaching and learning is delivered through a cross-curricular approach, which the 

staff continually review and update. During our assessor visit, we spent quite a bit of time talking about how the school could share 

good practice with other schools or in the wider community and this helped to set priorities for the forthcoming academic year. I felt 

the key information I wanted to show in this section was how staff used their classrooms and other learning environments to enthuse 

the children and to give history a high status. 



Heather Avenue Infant School 

Portfolio of Evidence 

 

Section 1: Teaching and Learning 

 

 

1.1  Understanding among pupils of the purpose of studying history: How well do pupils understand the purpose of history? 

At Heather Avenue Infant School subject leaders carry out annual pupil voice surveys with the children in the EYFS and KS1 to 

check their understanding and enjoyment of the subject. The History subject leader is responsible for speaking to pupils to 

gauge their understanding of history and its value in the school curriculum. In addition, in lesson observations the History 

subject leader is responsible for ensuring that all class teachers understand the importance of pupil voice being heard in 

lessons; this is achieved through ensuring that pupils have an opportunity to contribute to the content of lessons as 

appropriate. A recent example of this is the introduction of a Circus topic in Year 1 in response to pupils’ enthusiasm for a 

circus arriving locally; this led into a history topic looking at Norwich’s history of circuses. See below for pupils in Year 1 at the 

beginning of their topic.  

Class teachers regularly review termly topic coverage to ensure all subjects, including history, are tailored to the children’s 

interests and next steps. Pupil voice is gathered through a range of mechanisms suitable to the age and stage of the pupils 

including class Circle Time and School Council sessions, subject leader interviews, discussion in lessons and discussions with 

parents/carers for example at home visits for the new Reception children. See below for an extract from a recent pupil 

interview. 

All termly topics begin with a discussion with the children of questions that they would like to cover in their upcoming 

learning. These are then displayed in the classroom to be referred to throughout the topic as the children answer their 

questions. See below for examples of Year 2 pupils’ questions about their Victorian topic ‘The Time Traveller’. 



 

1.1: Extracts from Pupil Voice (July 2018) show that pupils in Key Stage 1 are developing their understanding of the purpose of history 

and that they enjoy their lessons. 

 

Enjoyment & Understanding: 

Why do you think we have history lessons? Do you enjoy them? 

MO: “Yes because it’s fun learning about the past. It’s really interesting.” 

OW: “We have history lessons so we learn new things. I like it.” 

SAA: “(History) helps us know how to do things.”  

SC: “It’s important that we remember things that have happened and it’s fun to learn about children a long time ago.” 

 

Purpose: 

Do you think it’s important to learn about history? Why/Why not? 

IM: “Yes because if we didn’t we wouldn’t know about anything that has ever happened.” 

KR: “We know about life a long time ago and the Victorians because we learn it in history.” 

JD: “Yes because we need to know stuff about the past.” 

DBB: “If you learn about the past you’ll be smarter (than the people who were alive then)” 

 

 

 



1.1 Purpose of History: Pupils order events chronologically at the beginning of their new Circus topic. This topic was planned in direct 

response to pupil interest and enthusiasm. 

 

 

 

 

 



1.1 Year 2 pupil questions and understanding about their new topic ‘The Time Traveller’ (Victorians) 

This photograph shows evidence of pupils in Year 2 having their voice heard when beginning a new topic; the question shown were 

gathered as part of a class discussion about what the children would like to find out about. 

 



1.2: Extracts from the most recent Ofsted report (2012) The school’s most recent Ofsted report took place in 2012, prior to the 

school’s conversion to academy status under the Wensum Trust. The report comments on the outstanding achievement of the pupils 

and attributes this in part to staff use of assessment data and how this is fed into planning. 

 

The full report can be viewed at: http://www.heatheravenue.co.uk/ofsted/  

 

 “Pupils’ achievement is outstanding.” 

 “Pupils make rapid progress in their learning and develop excellent highly positive attitudes.” 

 “Teachers have an expert knowledge of teaching techniques and apply these creatively across the whole curriculum. Teachers 

use imaginative approaches which engage pupils to think with growing independence about their learning.”  

 “Pupils are ambitious to achieve their targets and teachers use assessment data very well to adapt planning and provision to 

ensure that no pupil gets left behind.” 

 “Senior leaders focus relentlessly on developing very high standards of classroom practice. All staff take on responsibilities and 

undertake professional development willingly, contributing highly effectively to improving the school’s performance. The 

outstanding and constantly evolving curriculum ensures pupils are highly motivated to learn.” 

 “Teachers consistently produce good or outstanding lessons in which pupils learn and progress at a very rapid rate. Lessons are 

imaginative, using a wealth of curricular resources and exciting strategies to engage pupils of all abilities in their learning.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.heatheravenue.co.uk/ofsted/


1.2  Extract from a history lesson observation feedback carried out by the history subject leader: 

 “Open-ended questions were used very 
effectively to promote discussion between talk 
partners and in whole class discussion, all of 
which enabled children to form their own 
hypotheses and make changes to these as 
appropriate.” 

 “Children were very engaged by the use of 
photographs of the work they had done in the 
previous lesson – this led into animated 
discussions between talking partners recapping 
key learning from a previous lesson.” 

 

 
 

 

 



1.2 Example of pupil KS1 class history assessment completed on Classroom Monitor 

The chart below shows a snapshot of the attainment spread in a Year 1 class, this information was collected by the History subject 

leader in order to monitor the achievement of pupils mid-year and identify individual pupils who may be in need of further support. 

 
 

  



1.2 EYFS Assessment completed on Classroom Monitor 

The work completed by the Reception staff when pupils first start at Heather Avenue Infant School provides a baseline for assessment 

in The World (EYFS Curriculum) and, later, in History (KS1 revised National Curriculum 2014). Each pupil has individual assessment data 

relating to each criteria. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

1.3 How effectively are resources deployed to aid learning and achievement? 

Use of resources to support and enhance the teaching of history is planned carefully by class teachers, with guidance from the 

History subject leader, to ensure they are relevant and of interest to the age and stage of our pupils at Heather Avenue Infant 

School. Over recent years there has been a focus to the effective use of online resources in class and equipping pupils with the skills 

they need to pursue historical enquiry e.g. by using the iPads or class laptops to research a topic or answer a specific question. An 

example of pupils using laptops in order to create PowerPoint presentations showing their learning can be seen below alongside an 

example of a completed presentation from Year 2 pupils. 

Another area of recent focus is the use of real-life artefacts and experiences to bring history to life and give children a context for 

their historical studies. This has been developed through use of carefully planned INSET and field trips such as the Reception class 

trip to the Dinosaur Park as a ‘hook’ to begin the topic. Real life artefacts and experiences are used, where possible, to supplement 

topics such as experiencing palaeontology activities in Reception or examining real Victorian artefacts such as a Victorian clay bottle 

made by a local brewery. The Reception classes produce a weekly continuous provision plan showing the resources that are to be 

used in the classroom and outside areas to support subjects covered in class, such as palaeontology (see example below). 

An extract of the trips schedule for each year group can be seen below. Classroom observations show that a range of real life 

artefacts, online resources, texts and role play activities are used to engage pupil interest and enthusiasm for their learning. Local 

resources play an important role in helping children to understand their immediate local history and the school has worked in 

collaboration with many providers to make use of their expertise and resources such as the local city library, the local heritage 

centre, Norwich airport and Holt Hall. 

 

 



1.3 Trips used to stimulate pupil interest and enthusiasm for topics: 

The information below shows trips undertaken by each year group, trips are planned to cover a range of key skills and develop 

children’s understanding of the world.  At least one trip in each year group is planned to directly support learning and teaching in a 

history topic. 

 

 



1.3 Example of resources in Year 2 topic: The photographs below show a Year 2 class using laptops collaboratively to create 

PowerPoints about the Victorians to showcase their learning, the use of information technology to share information is a useful tool in 

assessing pupil knowledge about the topics covered. 

 

 

 



1.3 EYFS field trip to the Dinosaur Park and supplementary use of resources in EYFS class following field trip: The photographs below 

show an EYFS class on a trip to the local Dinosaur Park as an introduction to their Dinosaur topic. The enthusiasm and interest 

generated by the pupils was carried into classroom provision with the use of resources and artefacts to become archaeologists and 

learn more about how we know about prehistoric life today. 

 

 



1.3 EYFS weekly planning for continuous provision showing resources used to support ‘Dinosaur Roar’ topic: This example of 

planning shows class teachers giving thought to the how resources can be used to teach key skills and enable pupils to explore 

concepts in more detail. 

EYFS Weekly Continuous Provision  
Topic or Theme: Dinosaurs 

Specific area of focus: Harry & the bucketful of dinosaurs                             Week beginning: 12th March 2018 

Creative Role Play Outside, sand, water 

Paintings of dinosaurs for class display.  

Small world dinosaur habitat 

 

Straws for dinosaur skeleton pictures  

 

Paper plate, split pins, pegs dinosaurs on art table. 

Explorer/Museum Role Play: Dinosaur focused. 

Pictures of dinosaurs/non-fiction books, 

notebooks, adventure bags, backpacks, postcard 

templates and clipboards.  

 

Big paper and pens to create maps of their 

expeditions outside  

 

Paleontology resources: sand tray, brushes, bones 

and objects 

Real PE: Fun Station 6, Pirates (In hall) 

 

Paper mache Dinosaur habitat 

Mud kitchen – can you create a dinosaur dinner? 

Clipboards and paper to record 

 

Sand: Hunt for dinosaur bones and draw on 

clipboard. Provide paintbrushes to brush away the 

sand. 

 

Construction  Book corner, writing, quiet area Finding out 

Construction: Wooden blocks/ lego to create a 

dinosaur nest/habitat or own dinosaur. 

Big building blocks outside to create a dinosaur 

nest.  

Books about dinosaurs 

Dinosaur trip pictures to annotate with captions 

Information texts about Dinosaurs 

Ipads: Letterjoin 

Computer/IWB: Set 1 phonics reading games 

 



 

  

1.4 How does monitoring, marking and feedback help pupils make progress in history? 

Effective, purposeful monitoring, marking and feedback are an integral part of the subject leader role at Heather Avenue Infant 

School. Monitoring activities carried out include pupil interviews, lesson observations, book looks and planning scrutinies with 

feedback given to staff in order to celebrate successes and further improve practice. An example of history subject leader report to 

staff incuding SLT can be seen below. 

The history subject leader oversees the completion of the school’s electronic assessment system, Classroom Monitor, this is 

completed throughout the year as more curriculum coverage is achieved, an extract of class monitoring page can be seen below. 

Marking is tailored to the learning objective of the lesson and pupils are given next steps appropriate to their age and stage of 

development – in the EYFS classes feedback is likely to be given verbally in the form of a question to support children’s thinking (“I 

wonder why….” “what do you think would happen if…..”). In the KS1 classes praise and next steps are given to the children verbally 

and through written marking. Children are given opportunities in the school day to close the gap and complete any next steps in 

order to help them make the best possible progress. An example of marking and pupil response can be seen below. 

 

 

 



 

1.4 Example of history assessment by class teacher using school agreed proforma: The extract below shows personalised tracking for 

each pupil in a KS1 class. Each objective is assessed individually based on assessment to show areas of strength and next steps for each 

pupil. 

 



 

1.4 Example of marking of a child’s work with completed next step: The school marking scheme adopts a ‘next steps’ approach where 

pupils are encouraged to think about their next steps after a lesson and respond to these in order to close gaps and help pupils to 

progress. The example below shows a Year 2 pupil responding to a question set by their class teacher. 

 

 



1.4 Example of history subject leader feedback to staff: The subject leader report below shows an analysis of the school’s areas of 

strength and next steps in order to secure improvement. This is circulated to all teaching staff. 

 

History Subject Leader Report: Spring Term 2018 

Strengths Next Steps 

*In Reception classes the children’s Tapestry accounts contain 

annotated observations of children discussing the passing of time 

and differences between ‘now’ and the past – both immediate and 

long ago. 

* Classroom Monitor up to date for The World in Reception and 

History in KS1 for all classes. Clear progress can be seen in 

coverage through Classroom Monitor from Year 1 to Year 2. 

* Computing resources being used in KS1 on a regular basis to 

access further information about topics. 

* Displays show areas children have covered and in the most 

effective cases are added to as the topic progresses. 

* Children at our school are enthusiastic about history and keen to 

talk about their knowledge, experience and things they enjoy 

about the subject. 

 *Ensure teaching coverage includes a focus on the skills needed for history 

(e.g. historical enquiry, investigation work) as well as building knowledge 

base 

*Complete application for History Mark over course of the next academic 

year 

*Apply to become a Local Heritage school; consider opportunities to study 

and promote local heritage in lessons and topics (e.g. Pablo Fanque for Y1 

Circus topic could be supported by trip to Millennium Library local study 

centre) 

 

 

 

Other Information: 

 Any further training requests or resource requests? 

 Local Studies centre in Millennium library offers free sessions for KS1+ children based on local links – they are happy to incorporate 
specific topics wherever possible. 

 Lesson observations due across school: ideally on a Tuesday. Please let me know a date/time before the Easter holiday   

 YouTube usage: Staff must watch all content to be shared with the children before the lesson to check suitability. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.5 Informed Learners: How are pupils encouraged and supported to make judgements and decisions as independent 

learners? 

At Heather Avenue Infant School our vision is “preparing children for a bright future in a changing world.” We aim to achieve 

this vision through equipping pupils with the skills they need to be successful later in life; this includes allowing them to become 

resilient, independent learners for even the youngest pupils.  

Pupils are taught history alongside the other curriculum subjects, through the use of key questions – both those posed by staff 

and, in time, those posed by the pupils themselves. Foe the children in the EYFS the teaching of these key skills begins in the 

Autumn term when children consider the changes they have experienced in their own lives from babyhood to now (See below 

for Tapestry observations). Pupils are encouraged to think about how they have changed and developed and are encouraged to 

formulate their own questions for a parent and baby who visit the class to talk about how they look after their child. As children 

move through the EYFS and into KS1 they become more skilled in formulating their own historical questions.  

Children are encouraged to formulate questions based on sources of evidence about the past such as photographs, artefacts 

and artwork and to suggest ways that they may be able to find answers to these questions supported by staff and carefully 

chosen resources. 

 



1.5: Informed Learners: Children in a Year 2 class formulate their own questions about the Victorians at the start of their new topic, 

these are created as part of a class discussion and incorporates discussions about how the answers to their questions can be 

discovered. By the time pupils reach Year 2, the emphasis is placed upon pupils beginning to suggest how to find answers to their 

questions. 

 

 



1.5 Informed Learners: A Year 2 pupil uses a Victorian photograph to formulate a hypothesis about a Victorian child. The pupil has 

explained why they have reached their hypothesis based on their scrutiny of the evidence. 

 



 

1.5 Informed Learners: A Year 1 class use an adapted historical inference grid for the first time to make observations and form 

questions about the Tokyo Imperial Palace as part of their history lesson. The inference sheet was introduced for the first time 

following CPD training form Historic England in September 2018. 

 

                

 



 

1.5 Informed Learners (Tapestry): An EYFS class meet a parent and baby and ask their questions about how the baby is cared 

for. The learning opportunity Id used to assist pupils in drawing parallels between their own skills and how they have changed 

since they were babies. Staff record the children’s observations following the visit to show the comparisons they have made. 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.6 Marking and Feedback: How does marking and feedback enable pupils to make progress?  

Effective pupil feedback is an on-going priority at Heather Avenue Infant School and a subject that has been discussed and 
updated at some length over the last few academic years in order to ensure that feedback in all forms is both meaningful and 
helps pupils to make effective progress in all curriculum subjects, including history. 

Due to the young age of the pupils in the EYFS classes, feedback is usually given verbally through pupil discussions. Written 
feedback is reserved for staff use when analysing pupils’ work and independence in tasks. Pupil observations are recorded 
suing the school’s online learning journal system, Tapestry, and these are used at regular intervals to talk to the pupils about 
what they have been learning and to review progress made. 

In KS1, a colour coded marking scheme is used to enable pupils to quickly identify areas that they have done well in and any 
areas that may need further attention. Pupils are given time to respond to teacher marking and this is completed in purple pen 
to clearly signify that it has been completed after the initial lesson when the child has had a chance to reflect on their work. A 
current area of focus of the history action plan is ensuring that pupils are given history-specific next steps or questions to 
consider in their history lessons, rather than ones focused on English skills e.g., spelling and grammar. This will continue to be 
monitored by the history subject leader during learning walks and book looks to gauge if feedback is effectively helping pupils 
to make progress. 

 

 

 



1.6: Marking and Feedback: The adapted mark scheme adopted after staff discussions about the best way to clearly indicate feedback 

to pupils. Please note: the policy is currently under review by staff and due to be updated this month. 

 

 



1.6: Marking and Feedback: A Year 2 pupil’s work has been marked using the school’s mark scheme showing where the pupil has met 

the learning objective for the lesson, their use of the word ‘because’ to explain their idea further has been highlighted in green. 

 



1.6: Marking and Feedback: A Year 1 pupil’s extended writing comparing old and new circuses at the end of their topic is marked using 

green and yellow. With pupils in Year 1, verbal feedback is also used while the work is being completed in order to help the pupils 

discuss their ideas in more depth and to allow the teacher to accurately understand the pupil’s thinking. 

 



 

Section 2: Leadership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.1 Status of History: How is the high status of history reflected in the school and beyond? 

At Heather Avenue Infant School history has been given a high status as part of the children’s entitlement to a broad and balanced 

curriculum. This has been achieved in a number of ways: through high quality topic planning linked to children’s interests and abilities, 

through the recent focus on local heritage as evidenced by the School becoming a Heritage School and through sharing and celebrating 

the work we do with the with parent-carers and the wider school community. In section 1.1 evidence of discussions with pupils’ shows 

that they are developing an understanding of the importance of learning about history and that they enjoy their lessons. 

The History subject leader ensures that History is given a high status by the staff team through the inclusion of history on the weekly 

agenda for staff meetings; this ensures that links with history remain at the forefront of planning new opportunities and experiences 

for the children. See below for extracts from staff meeting notes where history is discussed with the staff and new developments in 

the subject are shared. 

Information about history learning and teaching is shared with parent-carers in a number of ways: through the school’s annual report 

to parents, through weekly Celebration assemblies to which a child’s parent-carers are invited to attend, through the weekly 

newsletter and through the school’s online learning platform, Tapestry, an example of which with parent-carer responses can be seen 

below.  Looking further beyond the immediate school community, the high status of history is further reflected in the school’s links 

with local community groups such as a local residential home for the elderly which our KS1 classes correspond with on a regular basis. 



 

2.1: Evidence: These examples of weekly Newsletters sent to the school community highlighting history achievements and activities. 

May 2018: Year 1 trip to the Forum shared with community  November 2017: Child sharing good work in assembly with 

parents/carers  

 



2.1: Care home for the elderly home link. These photographs show a display in a communal school area celebrating the school’s link 

with a local residential home for the elderly. This has been extremely useful in helping pupils develop an understanding of how life has 

changed for the residents since they were children. 

 

  

 



2.1: Tapestry Observation and responses from Year 1 parents following their trip to the Local Heritage Centre show that parents 

appreciate being informed about their children’s history learning and that history enjoys a high status with pupils and parents. 

 

 



 

 

2.2 Organisation and Management: What structures for organising and administering history are in place? 

There are clear structures for subject leadership at Heather Avenue Infant School. Subject leaders, including the subject leader 

for History, are well supported by the senior leadership team, including the allocation of non-class based time on a weekly 

basis for subject leaders to dedicate to their organising and developing the promotion and smooth running of their curriculum 

subject. The responsibilities of subject leadership include writing a policy for the subject and keeping it updated with 

curriculum changes, overseeing the long-term planning of the subject and ensuring that history has adequate timetabled time 

for each class to ensure access to a broad and balanced curriculum for all pupils. In recent years this has also included 

monitoring the strength of cross-curricular links between history and other subjects to ensure that opportunities to make 

meaningful links are in place. 

Extracts from school’s most recent Ofsted report (2012) comment upon the overall effectiveness of subject leaders, including 

the history subject leader, in ensuring the curriculum is delivered effectively. The full report can be found at: 

http://www.heatheravenue.co.uk/ofsted/  

 “Rigorous and regular assessment enables teachers to track pupils’ progress meticulously and to set targets which are 

both challenging and achievable. Pupils have an excellent knowledge of their targets and are ambitious to achieve 

them.” 

 “In topic work, strong gains in scientific, artistic and cultural knowledge are enhanced by many opportunities to apply 

learning in literacy and numeracy” 

 “Visitors enhance the curriculum effectively and display, such as the art work undertaken with a professional artist, 

attests to the 

stimulating environment for pupils’ learning. Close links to local churches and the ‘inter-generational’ club, which 

cultivates contacts to local people of all ages, ensure pupils’ understanding of community organisations is good.” 

The role of the History subject lead also includes ensuring that CPD is skilfully planned to ensure that staff needs are met in 

terms of history knowledge and progression, this is achieved through a mixture of CPD and access to online resources.  

 

http://www.heatheravenue.co.uk/ofsted/


2.2 Evidence: This class timetable shows the allocated time for history in a KS1 class. With the introduction of topic-based planning for 

year groups, the timetable will often be flexible in order to allow for more in-depth study in particular areas.  

 



2.2 Topic web extract showing provision for history through class discussion and continuous provision in an EYFS class 

 

 



2.2 The Skills progression document for History in Key Stage 1 shown below is provided to staff to ensure a balanced provision of 

history skills and their application is taught across the school, alongside the development of subject knowledge. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.3 Self Evaluation and Monitoring: How does the school self-evaluate history? How does the SL contribute to the overall 

improvement in history? 

 At Heather Avenue Infant School the role of self-evaluation forms a crucial part of the subject leader role. The history subject leader 

is instrumental in tracking the progress of all pupil groups in history and formulating an action plan for the subject accordingly. A range 

of evidence is used in the self-evaluation process including lesson observations, data analysis, work scrutiny and pupil interviews. 

An example of how the subject leader self-evaluates history provision at Heather Avenue can be seen below where a lesson 

observation includes a planning scrutiny, observing the children at work and ensuring children’s progress is effectively recorded either 

in books or on the school’s VLE. 

 The action plan is used to set out how these next steps will be achieved and is used to feed into wider school planning, including the 

annually produced School Improvement Plan as required. An example of the inclusion of history on the SIP can be seen below. 

The history subject leader gives termly updates to staff during dedicated CPD staff on progress towards targets and areas that remain 

outstanding. This is also used as time to plan next steps for the subject overall and to set out how these will be achieved. An example 

of a history subject leader report can be seen below, detailing progress towards targets and outstanding next steps still to be 

completed.  



2.3 Evidence: Example of History action plan for 2017/18 drawn up by subject leader: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



2.3 Subject Leader mid-year update on progress towards action plan:  

 

 

 



2.3: School Improvement Plan 2018-19 showing inclusion of history: 

 

 

2.3: Example of subject leader monitoring in history: The examples below give an example of how data triangulation is used by the 

history subject leader to monitor and evaluate the quality of history provision. The plans detail the expected coverage for the lesson, 



lesson observations show well children understand and respond to the learning objectives. The lesson is recorded on the school VLE, 

Tapestry, for parent-carers to comment upon and as a record of what the children have covered. 

 

 

 

 



 

2.4 Extract from history subject leader performance management document showing support identified for history subject leader by 

the headteacher and members of the SLT. This illustrates the importance the school places on allowing the history subject leader to 

effectively lead and manage history within the school. 

2.4 Support staff: How effectively does the subject leader support specific staff? How is the subject leader supported? 

The History Subject Leader provides support for staff through weekly subject updates in staff meetings. These are minuted and sent 

to all teaching and support staff who are encouraged to approach the history subject leader with any further questions or 

comments they may have. CPD is provided for history based on staff discussions, lesson observations, changing curriculum 

requirements and data analysis (including lesson observations and work scrutinies) completed by the subject leader.  

History is given a longer termly slot in staff meetings for the subject lead to discuss progress and next steps in the subject and to 

share priorities for the coming term. See history subject leader report in Section 2.3 for an example of a report circulated to staff 

detailing what has been completed and areas still outstanding for more information. 

The subject leader is well supported by the school senior leadership team who have provided financial resources, time and staff 

support during the Quality Mark process. The SLT supported the professional development of the subject lead by enabling her to 

attend the Historic England CPD provided earlier in the year and by including this in the whole staff CPD schedule for the next 

academic year (see photographs and feedback below). The subject lead has been encouraged to pursue local history events that are 

of interest to the children such as the local castle museum’s adopt an object scheme and partnership work with local community 

resources such as the local Heritage Centre. Leading history is included on the subject leader’s performance managements targets 

for the year to allow formal opportunities to discuss with SLT how the subject is progressing and to request further support or 

resources of needed.  

Membership of the Historical Association allows the history subject lead to research topics and signpost staff to support available 

when beginning a new history topic or teaching a specific skill to their classes. 

 

  



 



2.4 Evidence: example CPD provided for staff via email from history subject leader in order to ensure staff are kept up to date with 

history curriculum developments and to improve history provision across the school.

 

 



2.4 Evidence: photographs and feedback from whole school CPD provided by History Association and tailored to the school’s next step 

target of increasing knowledge about the local area. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

2.4 Evidence: Extract from staff meeting minutes showing history being discussed with staff team on a regular basis, ensuring teaching 

staff are up to date with subject developments: 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2.5 The school’s membership of the Historical Association ensures that subject knowledge is kept up to date through the online 

resources available staff can access articles and resources that are appropriate to the needs of the children at our school. 

2.5 CPD Programme: How does the school ensure effective CPD in history? What impact does an effective CPD programme in 

history have on learning and teaching? 

The history subject leader is responsible for planning and overseeing the use of effective CPD in history, supported by the school 

leadership team. The school is a member of the Historical Association and receives their Primary History magazine, which is kept in a 

central location. Opportunities for meaningful CPD are identified through discussions with staff, analysis of data, lesson observations 

and through changes to the curriculum, such as the introduction of the revised National Curriculum in 2014. 

The past academic year has focused on introducing more local heritage to lessons in order to give pupils a sense of place, as such the 

history subject leader attended local training organised by Historic England. As a result of this training this opportunity was extended 

to all teaching and support staff for a half day INSET session, run by Historic England. 

The feedback received from staff following the local heritage training was overwhelmingly positive (See CPD feedback below) and led 

to new approaches being trialled in history lessons across the school; particularly work and on children formulating their own lines of 

enquiry for topics. It also led to the Year 1 classes learning about the work done at the Norfolk Local Heritage Centre in Norwich city 

centre (see https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries-local-history-and-archives/researching-family-and-local-history/norfolk-heritage-

centre for more information) and using this information to arrange and book a bespoke trip focusing on Norwich’s history of hosting 

circuses. The children were able to visit and see the artefacts held by the Centre while centre staff explained how these are used to 

learn about the past. See Section 3.5 for photographs and more information about their trip. 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries-local-history-and-archives/researching-family-and-local-history/norfolk-heritage-centre
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries-local-history-and-archives/researching-family-and-local-history/norfolk-heritage-centre


 

 

 

2.5 Outline of CPD attended by history SL last academic year from Historic England and designed to improve History Subject Leaders 

knowedge of the local area, a key goal of the History action plan. 



 

 

 

2.5 Staff feedback from CPD attended from Historic England 



 

 

 

 



 

 

2.6 Tapestry software used to share children’s work with parents and to offer a platform for parents to reply, this also offers an 

opportunity for parent-carers to talk with their child at home about their learning in school. This has been favourable received by the 

parents and carers in Key Stage 1 in particular where the use of the software is new. 

2.6 Views of parents and the Media: How effectively do views of parents and media support improvements in history provision: 

At Heather Avenue Infant School, the school operates an open-door policy in that parent-carers are able to make an appointment 

with class staff to discuss curriculum matters or other matters at any point in the school year. Parent-carers are given the 

opportunity to meet with their child’s class teacher three times a year for a consultation on the individual progress of their child. 

Curriculum matters raised during these meetings are reported back to the headteacher and SLT for consideration and have been 

proved to be a valuable source of resources and ideas, for example following a consultation with one parent-carer the children were 

able to meet a thatcher and learn about how he completed his work and the history of thatching. 

The school issues an annual pupil report with information on individual children’s effort and attainment in each subject studied. 

Included in this report is a page for parents and carers to offer feedback on all subjects, including history, if they wish. All responses 

are passed to the headteacher and SLT for consideration. 

The introduction of Tapestry online learning journals to the whole-school community has recently greatly improved the parental 

engagement in subjects covered in class and feedback from parents has suggested that they very much enjoy being able to see what 

their children have been covering in class in KS1 as well as in Reception where Tapestry was already being used. 

The school has also recently introduced a Suggestion Box in the school playground to further gather school community members 

views on school matters, including views on curriculum coverage of subjects 



 

 

 



 

 



2.6 The school’s Suggestion Box offers a forum or parent-carers and wider members of the school community to offer feedback and 

suggestions on any aspect of the school’s provision, including subject coverage. All suggestions are considered by the SLT. 

 

 



2.6 The school’s annual pupil report proforma reports on pupil achievement in each subject area and gives an indication of each child’s 

academic achievement and effort, there is also a reply page for parent-carers to feedback on the curriculum covered. 

 



Section 3: Curriculum 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1 Curriculum Design: How innovative and engaging is the content of the history curriculum? 

The history curriculum at Heather Avenue Infant School is planned in accordance with the requirements of the revised National 

Curriculum (2014) for Year 1 and Year 2 classes and the Early Years Foundation Stage for the Reception classes. The history subject 

leader holds overall responsibility for ensuring that lesson coverage relates to these documents, as outlined in the school’s history 

policy. An extract from the school’s history policy, written by the subject leader can be seen below. 

Class teachers are responsible for reviewing and revising the termly topics taught in class, in line with the curriculum maps provided 

by subject leaders. These are continually tweaked in order to support the needs and interests of the pupils as well to respond to 

national or local events. Having a topic based approach allows greater scope for meaningful links to be made between subjects as 

can be seen in the highlighted topic maps for each year group below. These links allow pupils to access history in the context of 

other subjects and has proved particularly useful in literacy lessons for Year 1 and Year 2 classes as it offers greater opportunities for 

extended writing. 

The engagement of pupils in history learning is key to pupils achieving well and enjoying the subject, as such topic coverage is 

reviewed annually to ensure that it meets the requirements of the curriculum documents stated above but also will be of interest 

and relevance to our pupils specifically. This means that topics are reviewed and altered on an annual basis depending on the cohort 

of pupils. The introduction of a Circus topic in Year 1 was in direct response to pupil interest in a circus arriving locally while Year 2 

pupils in the academic year 2017/18 altered their planned topic to include the World Cup.  



3.1 Extract from history policy regarding curriculum design 

 

 

 



3.1 Curriculum overview redesigned annually  

Year 2 example: Autumn Term 

 



Year 1 example: 

 



EYFS: Reception example 

 



3.1 Lesson Observation feedback extract (Reception, November 2017) 

History Subject Leader Learning Walk Feedback: 20.11.17 

 

Reception 

Areas of Strength Areas to Develop 

Pupil voice recorded in learning journey 
books with comments that show new 
learning and enthusiasm for subject. 
Contributions from parents (e.g. the work 
done with children’s baby photos 
illustrating how the children have 
changed as they have grown. 

Ensure comments are recorded on 
Tapestry for parents. 

Seasonal displays  Enhance displays with photographs of 
school/ local environment in different 
seasons as time passes 

Use a timeline display, which can be 
added to throughout the year with 

significant events. 

Topic map displayed showing pupils 
current learning in all areas. 

 

Children involved in their learning and 
very keen to express their views, 
opinions and ideas while examining 
photographs of old and new toys. 

Use of a real artefact (both old and new) 
for children to observe/touch etc. This 
would strengthen links with children’s 
materials learning 

Books were organised into fiction and 
non-fiction. 

Book corner could be used to provide 
children with age and stage relevant 

books about changes over time or areas 
of history linked to children’s interests 

e.g. transport, dinosaurs 

 

 

 

 



3.1 Annotated subject leader plan showing progress towards history curriculum design 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2 Enquiry: How is enquiry used to effectively develop pupils’ historical thinking and understanding? 

At Heather Avenue Infant School we strongly feel that the most effective way to make history relevant and accessible for our pupils 

is through an enquiry based approach. As such, all topics covered begin with a class discussion about what pupils already know 

about a topic before moving on to pupils coming up with their own key questions that they would like to find answers to, guided by 

their class staff as necessary, particularly in the Early Years classes. As pupils progress through the school they are taught to become 

increasingly more independent in formulating lines of enquiry and suggesting how they might reach conclusions to their hypotheses 

and answers to their questions so that by the time they reach Year 2 pupils are beginning to conduct their own research and present 

their findings. An example of this in each year group can be seen below. 

The children’s enquiry skills are developed through the use of artefacts, visits, cross-curricular links with other subjects, talks with 

others and research skills. Lesson observations carried out by the history subject leader show that pupils are engaged and interested 

in history learning which leads to them becoming curious and confident independent learners.  



3.2 Pupil work samples from the EYFS and Year 2 showing historical research and enquiry skills at different levels. 

EYFS child writing about their own experiences:      Year 2 child using historical sources to formulate lines of enquiry: 

 

 

 

 



3.2 Examples of lines of enquiry and observations in a Year 2 and Reception Class. 

 

Questions formulated by pupils at the beginning of topic for pupil 
research as topic progresses showing the lines of enquiry they 
wish to pursue. 
 

EYFS pupils focus on changes in their own development from 
when they were first born to the present day as they begin to 
understand the concept of the past in relevance to their own 
lives. 

 



3.2 Pupil-led enquiry: A pupil in a Year 1 class independently formulates questions for an elderly person in a local residential home 

about their own childhood and provides information about his schooling. 

 

 

 

 



3.2 Levels of challenge in historical enquiry across year groups showing progression in children’s skills: 

 EYFS children using objects and experiences to explore changes 

 

Paleontology investigation using tools   Exploring melting ice     Observing planes and helicopters at Norwich Airport 

Year 1 children formulating lines of enquiry for their Circus topic 

 

Year 1 trip to to investigate Pablo Fanque       Using artefacts to learn about circuses in the past   Making their own circuses based on research 



3.2: Year 2 children developing historical thinking through enquiry and historical thinking 

  

Year 2 children researching answers to their questions    Year 2 class present findings in a powerpoint 

 

Year 2 children collecting information about Victorian jobs to present as a graph 



 

 

3.3 Wider cultural make-up of Britain: International Weeks and Focus Days designed to reflect pupils’ cultural heritage in Britain and 

the wider world: 

 

 

 

3.3 Broad and Balanced Curriculum: How does history contribute to the delivery of a broad and balanced curriculum? How broad 

and balanced is the history curriculum? 

At Heather Avenue Infant School, class teaching staff work under the guidance of subject leaders to ensure that curriculum coverage 

for each year group meets the statutory requirements of the revised National Curriculum (2014) and Early Years Foundation Stage. 

Each year group produces a termly overview for topics covered within a term and ensure that subject coverage is clearly laid out as 

such, this document shows subject provision for all national curriculum subjects and how these will develop over the course of the 

topic. Class staff work in conjunction with the history subject leader to ensure that a range of concepts, chronological periods and 

skills are covered across the academic year. In the EYFS classes, the history curriculum relates to developing children’s 

understanding of the world and beginning to develop their awareness of their own history and how this compares with that of 

others. This begins to allow children to develop their understanding of the past. By Year 2, at the end of Key Stage 1 children are 

studying chronological periods such as the Victorians in order to prepare them for the beginning of the Key Stage 2 curriculum the 

following academic year. 

In order to accurately reflect the cultural diversity of the pupils at our school, the school plans termly International Weeks to 

celebrate cultural diversity, wherever possible these International Weeks reflect the pupils’ own backgrounds. The school also 

ensures that events of national historic importance are celebrated and commemorated with the children such as the recent Royal 

Wedding which pupils celebrated with a tea party. 

 

 



 

Reception learning about St Lucia during a whole school International Week 

 



3.3 Skills progression document: The document below is used in planning history coverage within topics to ensure skill progression is 

developed in a linear manner as children progress through the school. In the EYFS where history is not included as a distinct area of 

learning, history skill progression focuses on children developing their understanding of the past in relation to their own lives. 

 



 

3.3 Topic overview showing history development within a termly topic (Year 1) History is studied and applied in a number of ways 

including using the internet to research, presenting findings and contrasting a historical figure of note with a modern day counterpart. 

Spring 2018: Land Ahoy: Everyday Materials/ Boats/ Pirates 

 

Week 

beginning 

 

Numeracy 

 

PRN 

 

Literacy 

 

CLL 

 

Science 

 

KUW 

 

DT 

 

CD 

 

Art 

 

CD 

 

History 

 

KUW 

 

Geo 

 

KUW 

 

R.E 

 

KUW 

 

ICT 

 

KUW 

 

P.E 

 

PD 

 

Music 

 

CD 

 

Cit/PSHE 

 

PSED 

Monday 2nd (BH) 

3-4th (Inset) 

5th Art Day 

6th Echo day 

Monday 9th  

January 

9TH Maths Day 

10TH English 

Day 

11th Science 

Day 

 

Start topic with 

thought web-

what the 

children know 

and the 

questions they 

would like to 

answer 

 

 

 

Maths 

Assessment  

Raising Star 

Test 2 

Big writing: 
What is your 

favourite 
curriculum 
day and 

why?   

Science day  English Day  Research 

pirate 

ships 

(ICT) and 

discuss 

the 

properties 

Challenge: 

Children 

given a 

photo of 

Lord 

Nelson 

and write 

why they 

think he is 

famous. 

What 

questions 

would you 

like to ask 

him?  

English Day  Maths 

Day  

Research 
pirate ships 
(ICT) and 

discuss the 
properties 

Science 

Day  

Maths Day Children will 

take part in 

Class 

Council. 

. 



Monday 16th 

January  

1.6 Number 

and place 

Value- 

Compare and 

describe 

weight and 

mass 

 

Compare 

treasure chest, 

anchor, 

parrots and 

pirate themed 

objects. 

Children to 

estimate 

heaviest/lighte

st. Measure 

using non 

standard/stand

ard units of 

measure.   

N2 – 
Contemporar

y fiction. 
 
Focus Text: 
‘The Night 
Pirates’.  

 

RWI (groups 

to be set)  

 

Retell the 

story of ‘The 

night 

pirates’. 

 

B/W: 

sequence 

the story of 

“The Night 

Pirates”.  

 

Library- 

Look at the 

organisation, 

learn how to 

use Cracking 

the code, 

and search 

for fiction 

topic books. 

What do we 

know about 

Boats? 

 

What materials 

are they made 

from? 

 

Create a thought 

shower of our 

knowledge. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Research 
how 
lighthouses 
protect boats 
and ships out 
at sea to 
keep them 
safe from the 
coastline. 
 
Children will 
research 
different 
types of 
lighthouses. 
 
Cooking: 
buried 
treasure 
buns. 
 

 

Weaving 

the sails 

for our 

boats 

with a 

focus on 

using 

different 

materials. 

 

Outside 

children 

to do ‘big 

weave’ 

with 

skipping 

ropes.  

 

Inside 

Test 

materials 

which are 

suitable 

for 

weaving 

a sail 

(tissue, 

straw, 

wood, 

paper)  

Using the 

internet we 

will find 

out 

informatio

n about 

Lord 

Horatio 

Nelson 

and will 

create a 

thought 

shower of 

key 

events. 

 

 

Pirate Pete has 

been on an 

adventure 

around the UK. 

Each week we 

will receive a 

new postcard 

from a different 

country. We 

will also 

receive a 

parcel with 

some photos of 

each place.  

 

Using these 

objects/pictures 

as talking 

points for each 

country we will 

be looking at:  

 The 
Capital 
city 

 Famous 
landmarks 

 The 
countries 
flag  

 

A parcel will 

arrive for Year 

1- look at the 

postage stamp 

where’s it 

from? Where’s 

the Port of 

Dover?  Map 

work. Look in 

Atlases.  

Provide 

children with a 

template of the 

UK to draw 

around for 

label. Will add 

to information 

to this as we 

Children 

will learn 

which 

days of 

the week 

are 

involved 

in the 

Jewish 

special 

day of 

Shabbat.  

 

Label uses 
of 

technology 
around the 
classroom 
and around 
the school.  
9in books- 

children to 

draw and 

label ICT 

and 

technology 

objects 

classroom. 

HAPs to 

write why 

they are 

important 

and what 

they are 

used for)  

Dance: 

create own 

dance 

sequence 

based on 

movement 

of the sea. 

 

Gym 

Children to 

begin a 

sequence 

of a 

performanc

e  

 

Remind 

children 

about 

safety in 

P.E and in 

the hall. 

 

 

Introduce 

music 

vocabulary 

linked to 

Tempo. 

 

We will then 

sort boats 

by their 

speed. 

 

 

SEAL: going 

for goals. 

 

Go Givers: 

All about me. 

 

Core Theme 

2: 

Relationships 

 

Children will 

discuss the 

difference 

between 

secrets and 

surprises   



learn more 

about the UK. 

 

Can the 

children identify 

the UK on our 

globe in the 

outdoor area? 

Monday 23rd 

January  

 

 

Multiskills Day 

26/1/2017  

1.7 Number 

and place 

value – count 

in multiples 

of two’s and 

tens 

 

Counting 

treasure coins 

in twos and 

tens. Use 

arrays to count 

in twos and 

tens.  

Focus text: 

The Night 

Pirate 

   

 

RWI 

 

B/W: 

Change the 

ending of the 

story   

 

Library- 

Look at the 

organisation, 

learn how to 

use Cracking 

the code, 

and find an 

atlas and 

books about 

Scotland. 

Identify the 

different weather 

found in Scotland 

and compare 

with our weather.  

 

Take photograph 

of our school 

grounds. 

Compare the 

seasonal 

changes with the 

photographs we 

took last term. 

 

We will log the 

amount of 

daylight hours 

ready to 

compare at the 

end of the term. 

 

What food is 

traditionally 

eaten in 

Scotland? 

 

Remind 

children 

about safety 

in the 

kitchen. 

 

Cooking: 

Scottish 

fudge  

 

We will 

learn 

about 

weaving 

(warp and 

weft) and 

will focus 

on tartan 

fabric. 

 

Create 

own 

interpreta

tion of 

Cairngor

ms 

picture  

Learn 

about the 

traditional 

dress of 

the people 

who live in 

Scotland. 

Design 

their own 

kilt and 

say why it 

is 

important 

to Scottish 

people 

Locate 

Scotland on a 

map. How 

would you get 

there? Look at 

its climate and 

the lives of 

some people 

who live there. 

 

Learn about 

the Scottish 

flag. 

 

What 

religions 

are 

followed 

in 

Scotland. 

 

 

Research 

facts / 

pictures of 

Scotland 

using the 

internet. 

 

Dance 

 

Highland 

dancing. 

 

  

Remind 

children 

about 

safety in 

P.E and in 

the hall 

Listen to 

traditional 

Scottish 

music. 

 

Using 

drama 

techniques; 

how does 

this music 

make you 

feel? 

 

Children will 

take part in 

Class 

Council. 

 

SEAL: going 

for goals. 

 

Go Givers: 

Stairs.  

 

Core Theme 

2: 

Relationships 

 

Children will 

discuss how 

their 

behaviour 

affects other 

people. 

 

  

Numeracy 

 

PRN 

 

Literacy 

 

CLL 

 

Science 

 

KUW 

 

DT 

 

CD 

 

Art 

 

CD 

 

History 

 

KUW 

 

Geo 

 

KUW 

 

R.E 

 

KUW 

 

ICT 

 

KUW 

 

P.E 

 

PD 

 

Music 

 

CD 

 

Cit/PSHE 

 

PSED 



Monday 30th  

January 

 

1.7 

Multiplication 

and division – 

solve 

problems 

involving 

multiplication 

and division 

using arrays. 

 

Multiplication 

and division of 

food in the 

lighthouse 

keepers lunch 

box.   

NF3 – 

Report. 

 

Focus Text: 

How to be a 

Pirate 

(guided 

reading)  

 

Each day 

focus on: 

famous 

pirates, 

clothing, 

food.  

 

 

RWI 

 

B/W: write a 

pirate fact 

file  

 

Library- 

Look at the 

organisation, 

learn how to 

use Cracking 

the code, 

and share 

books about 

lighthouses. 

Describing the 

material 

properties of a 

variety of boats –

using the correct 

vocabulary and 

sorting boats into 

groups using the 

material they are 

made from. 

 

Design their 

own 

lighthouse. 

Keeping in 

mind the 

criteria 

needed for it 

to be 

effective at 

keeping ships 

safe both in 

the day and 

night. 

Cooking: 
Shortbread 
treasure  
  

 

Weaving 

the sails 

for our 

boats 

with a 

focus on 

using 

different 

materials. 

 

Care 

when 

using 

scissors 

cutting 

the 

different 

materials 

for their 

weaving.  

Write a 

report 

about the 

life 

achieveme

nts of 

Nelson. 

 

 

England; 
Children will 
look at a 
postcard sent 
from London 
with St 
George’s flag 
on.   
We will look at 
Pirate Pete’s 
photos around 
London and 
identify some 
of the famous 
landmarks. 
(Buckingham 
Palace, The 
London Eye, 
Big Ben, The 
London Bridge) 
 
Using the 
information 
from the IWB 
and books in 
pairs children 
will create a 
fact page about 
one of 
London’s 
famous 
landmarks. 
 
 

Children to 

draw St 

Georges flag in 

EMA the 

following day. 

Children 

will learn 

about the 

importan

ce of the 

Kiddush 

on 

Shabbat. 

 

They will 

decorate 

their own 

special 

cup. 

Create a 
thought 

shower of 
different 
uses of 

technology 
in a 

shopping 
area. 

Dance: 

create own 

dance 

sequence 

based on 

sailing 

boats on 

the sea. 

 

Remind 

children 

about 

safety in 

P.E and in 

the hall. 

The children 
will listen to 
4 excerpts 
of music 
and will sort 
them by 
there 
tempo.  

Children will 

take part in 

Class 

Council. 

 

SEAL: going 

for goals. 

 

Go Givers: 

Be a goodwill 

ambassador. 

 

Core Theme 

2: 

Relationships 

 

Children will 

discuss the 

opposites of 

fair/unfair, 

kind/unkind, 

right/wrong.  

  

Numeracy 

 

PRN 

 

Literacy 

 

CLL 

 

Science 

 

KUW 

 

DT 

 

CD 

 

Art 

 

CD 

 

History 

 

KUW 

 

Geo 

 

KUW 

 

R.E 

 

KUW 

 

ICT 

 

KUW 

 

P.E 

 

PD 

 

Music 

 

CD 

 

Cit/PSHE 

 

PSED 



Monday 6nd  

February 

 

 

 

(Parents 

Evening)  

1.7 

measurement 

– know the 

value of coins 

and notes. 

 

Identify and 

use the coins 

in the pirate 

treasure chest 

to buy food for 

the ship(focus 

on change) . 

NF3 – 

Report. 

 

Focus Text: 

‘How to be a 

Pirate’. 

 

RWI 

 

B/W: write a 

report on 

how to be a 

good pirate.  

 

Library- 

Look at the 

organisation, 

learn how to 

use Cracking 

the code, 

and find non- 

fiction books 

about 

pirates. 

Labelling 

materials on a 

boat and 

suggesting why 

they are used. 

 

Can we find any 

of the same 

materials on our 

school 

playground? 

 

Discuss safety 

on boats. 

 

The children 

will look at a 

range of 

materials 

they could 

use to 

construct 

their light 

house.  

 

They will then 

add a sample 

of the 

material they 

plan to use 

and will label 

their designs. 

 

Cooking: 

Challah. 

Weaving 

the sails 

for our 

boats 

with a 

focus on 

using 

different 

materials. 

 

Care 

when 

using 

scissors 

cutting 

the 

different 

materials 

for their 

weaving  

  Learn 

about the 

Battle of 

Trafalgar. 

 

http://www

.thekidswi

ndow.co.u

k/Homewo

rk_Help/Tr

afalgar   

 

  

 

Northern 
Ireland; 
We will look at 
the postcard 
and pictures of 
Pirate Pete’s 
adventures, 
identifying the 
capital city and 
some of its 
famous 
landmarks 
(Belfast castle, 
Ulster 
museum, 
Belfast zoo, 
Giants 
causeway.)  
 
Children will be 
learning about 
the animals 
that Pirate Pete 
has met on his 
visit to the 
Belfast zoo 
(one of 
Northern 
Irelands most 
popular 
attractions). 
 
We will also be 
finding out 
about Pirate 
Pete’s friend 
‘Peter the polar 
bear’ who was 
the first Polar 
bear to live in 
Belfast and 
died in 1972. 
 

Children will 

draw and 

colour Northern 

Irelands flag in 

EMA. 

Children 

will learn 

about 

Challah 

the 

special 

bread 

which is 

eaten on 

Shabbat. 

 

The 

children 

will cook 

and taste 

Challah 

during 

their 

allocated 

cooking 

slot. 

 

 

Bring 
pictures of 

uses of 
technology 
at home, or 

save them in 
an on-line 
learning 
space.  

 

Dance: 

create own 

dance 

sequence 

based on a 

journey 

across the 

ocean. 

Thinking 

about the 

effects the 

weather 

would 

have. 

 

 Remind 

children 

about 

safety in 

P.E and in 

the hall. 

 

Play speed 

boats and 

rowing 

boats.  

Each child 

has an 

instrument 

and plays it 

depending 

on the type 

of boat they 

see.  

Children will 

take part in 

Class 

Council. 

 

SEAL: going 

for goals. 

 

Go Givers: 

The golden 

statue. 

 

Core Theme 

2: 

Relationships 

 

Children will 

share a topic 

with a partner 

about 

something 

which is 

important to 

them. 

Monday 13th 

February 2017 

HALF TERM  

  

Numeracy 

 

Literacy 

 

Science 

 

DT 

 

Art 

 

History 

 

Geo 

 

R.E 

 

ICT 

 

P.E 

 

Music 

 

Cit/PSHE 
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PRN 

 

CLL 

 

KUW 

 

CD 

 

CD 

 

KUW 

 

KUW 

 

KUW 

 

KUW 

 

PD 

 

CD 

 

PSED 

Monday 20th  

February 

 

INTERNATION

AL WEEK  

 

1.8 

measurement 

– capacity. 

 

Measure the 

capacity of our 

treasure 

chests how 

much gold 

dust will fit in 

each chest? 

 

Teacher in role 

as captain of 

the ship 

needing help 

to find which is 

the biggest 

treasure chest 

for all of his 

gold. 

 

 Identify the 

different weather 

conditions in 

Spain.  

 

Take 

photographs of 

our school 

ground and 

compare it to a 

Spanish school. 

We will log the 

amount of hours 

day light ready to 

compare to the 

end of term  

What food is 

traditionally 

eaten in 

Spain?  

 

Cooking: 

paella Tbc 

We will 

focus on 

recreating 

a Picasso 

piece of 

art  

We will 

focus on 

the life of  

Picasso  

Draw a map of 
Spain and look 
at their coastal 
areas. 
Recreate the 
flag. 
How would we 
get there? Look 
at the lives of 
people and 
climate of 
Spain 

What 

religions 

are 

followed 

in Spain?  

Research 
facts about 

Spain 

Dance: 

Famous 

Spanish 

dancing 

Listen to 

traditional 

Spanish 

music  

Children will 

take part in 

Class 

Council. 

 

Compare our 

lives to a 

street child in 

Spain?  

 

Monday 27th 

February  

 

WORLD BOOK 

WEEK  

1.8 

measurement 

– length. 

 

Measure the 

length of 

planks, boats.  

 

P3 -

Vocabulary 

building. 

 

Focus Text: 

‘How deep is 

the Ocean’ 

by Celia 

Warren. 

 

RWI 

 

B/W: write a 

free verse 

about the 

sea. 

We are going to 

be designing our 

own boats.  

 

We will 

investigate which 

materials are 

waterproof? 

 

Water 

experiments to 

take place in the 

outdoor area.  

 

Following 

their design 

the children 

will construct 

the main 

building of 

the 

lighthouse. 

 

Using their 

cutting and 

joining 

techniques 

(tape). 

 

Cooking: 
simple sushi. 

 

Cut out a 

boat 

shape 

and 

collage. 

 

Fasten 

their sail 

to the 

boat with 

their 

chosen 

material  

 

 

Act out 

and write a 

creative 

piece as a 

sailor in 

the past. 

 

 

Scotland: We 
will look at the 
postcard and 
pictures of 
Pirate Pete’s 
adventures, 
identifying the 
capital city and 
some of its 
famous 
landmarks. 
 
As a class we 
will be creating 
a fact file about 
Scotland. 
Children will 
use books and   
the internet to 
find out 
information 
about Ben 
Nevis, 

Children 

will learn 

about the 

candles 

lit at 

home 

and also 

in the 

synagog

ue during 

Shabbat. 

Consider 
different 
uses of 

technology. 
Talk about 

what a 
computer 
does. Talk 
about what 

other 
devices can 
be used for.  

 

Dance: 

create own 

dance 

sequence 

based on 

pirates 

working on 

a pirate 

ship. 

 

Remind 

children 

about 

safety in 

P.E and in 

the hall. 

Play 

conductor 

with the 

children 

controlling 

the tempo 

of the whole 

class.  

Children will 

take part in 

Class 

Council. 

 

SEAL: Good 

to be me. 

 

Go Givers: 

Please help 

Mitali. 

 

Core Theme 

2: 

Relationships 



 

Library- 

Look at the 

organisation, 

learn how to 

use Cracking 

the code, 

and find 

poems about 

the sea. 

Safety when 

investigating 

using water. 

 

 

Stonehenge, 
Loch Ness and 
Edinburgh 
castle and 
create a tourist 
information 
style page for 
people who 
would like to 
visit Scotland. 
http://resources
.woodlands-
junior.kent.sch.
uk/customs/qu
estions/britain/s
cotland.htm 
 

 

 

Children will 

discuss how 

everyone is 

different and 

yet also 

similar to 

each other. 

Monday 6th 

March 2017 

 

Book Breakfast  

1.8 

measurement 

– weight. 

 

Measure the 

weight of gold 

in our treasure 

chests. 

P4 – 

Structure 

(Rhyming 

Couplets). 

 

Focus Text: 

‘The Snail 

and the 

Whale’. 

 

RWI 

 

B/W: write a 

poem about 

a pirate ship 

using 

rhyming 

couplets.  

 

Library- 

Look at the 

organisation, 

learn how to 

use Cracking 

the code, 

and find 

Our boat needs 

to be decorated 

for a competition. 

 

We will compare 

shiny/dull 

materials with 

smooth/rough 

materials. 

 

Which materials 

should we use to 

decorate our 

boats? 

 

Can we find 

shiny/dull 

materials on our 

outdoor 

environment? 

. 

Children will 

continue to 

build the 

main 

structure of 

their 

lighthouse 

and will join 

all 

components 

they wish to 

use. 

 

Safety when 

cutting and 

joining 

materials. 

 

Cooking: fish 
cake fingers. 

 

We will 

learn 

about 

the 

textile 

designer 

Jody 

Roberts. 

 

http://ww

w.jodyro

berts.co.

uk/jody.h

tml  

 

We will 

tie dye 

our 

fabric to 

create a 

base 

colour 

for our 

sea 

mural. 

Compare 

boats in the 

past and 

present. 

(Cutty Sark, 

HMS Victory 

)  

 

 

Wales 
Our postcard 
is very difficult 
to read! 
Pirate Pete 
has been 
learning how 
to speak 
Welsh. 
Children will 
be learning 
some simple 
words in 
Welsh as well 
as identifying 
where Wales 
is on the map 
of the UK and 
its capital city.  

 

Children 

will look 

at 

pictures 

of the 

last 

supper. 

What do 

all of the 

images 

have in 

common

? 

 

 

Open 
resources 

stored on the 
school public 

drive to 
investigate 
our topic on 

boats.  
 

Gymnastics 

 

Warm up 

based on 

boarding a 

boat. 

 

Remind 

children 

about 

safety in 

P.E and in 

the hall 

Introduce 

music 

vocabulary 

linked to 

dynamics. 

 

We will then 

sort boats 

by their 

volume. Are 

they loud or 

quiet? 

 

Children will 

take part in 

Class 

Council. 

 

SEAL: Good 

to be me. 

 

Go Givers: 

The clown of 

God. 

 

Core Theme 

2: 

Relationships 

 

Children will 

discuss about 

physical 

contact such 

as kind and 

unkind hands 

and feet etc. 

How to we 

tell people 

how this 

makes us 

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/britain/scotland.htm
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/britain/scotland.htm
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/britain/scotland.htm
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/britain/scotland.htm
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/britain/scotland.htm
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/britain/scotland.htm
http://www.jodyroberts.co.uk/jody.html
http://www.jodyroberts.co.uk/jody.html
http://www.jodyroberts.co.uk/jody.html
http://www.jodyroberts.co.uk/jody.html
http://www.jodyroberts.co.uk/jody.html


poems about 

Pirate ships. 

feel and who 

do we tell?  
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Monday 13th 

March  

 

Trip to 

Sainsburys 

Centre 

1.9 Additive 

Reasoning: 

Add one digit 

number and 

two digit 

numbers to 

20.  

 

Add two 

treasure chest 

of coins, jems 

and treasure 

together.  

P4 – 

Structure 

(Rhyming 

Couplets). 

 

Focus Text: 

‘The Snail 

and the 

Whale’. 

 

RWI 

 

B/W: write a 

poem about 

a pirate 

using 

rhyming 

couplets.  

 

Library- 

Look at the 

organisation, 

learn how to 

use Cracking 

the code, 

and find 

poems about 

Pirate ships. 

Our boats need 

windows so the 

captain and crew 

can see out. 

 

Which materials 

are opaque and 

transparent?  

 

Teacher in role 

as Captain sets 

the challenge – 

How many layers 

of a material do 

you need to 

make it opaque? 

 

Following 

their design 

they will 

decorate and 

finish their 

lighthouse 

using 

different 

materials, 

patterns and 

colours. 

 

Cooking: 
Tuna melt 
pizza 
baguettes.  

 

Trip to 

the 

Sainsbur

y centre 

(Tuesda

y)  

Write a 

report about 

the life 

achievement

s of Dame 

Ellen 

MacArthur. 

 

 

 

We will be 
looking at the 
national flag 
of the UK, the 
Union Jack, 
summarising 
what we have 
learnt about 
the countries 
that make up 
the UK. 
Children will 

layer coloured 

strips of paper 

to make the 

Union Jack 

and label the 

different parts. 

Children 

will learn 

about 

the 

importan

ce of the 

alter in a 

church 

and how 

they are 

used. 

 

Watch 

the video 

clip. 

Explore 
Infant 

Encyclopaed
ia finding the 

different 
icons and 
talk about 

their 
purpose.  

 
Exploring our 

topic on 
boats further. 

 

Gymnastics  

 

Warm up 

based on 

moving like 

a wave. 

 

Remind 

children 

about 

safety in 

P.E and in 

the hall. 

The children 

will listen to 

4 excerpts 

of music 

and will sort 

them by 

there 

volume. 

 

Discuss 

how did it 

make you 

feel? Which 

piece did 

you prefer? 

 

Safety when 

listening to 

music 

related to 

volume.  

Children will 

take part in 

Class 

Council. 

 

SEAL: Good 

to be me. 

 

Go Givers: 

Recipe. 

 

 

Core Theme 

2: 

Relationships 

 

Children will 

discuss that 

there are 

different 

types of 

teasing and 

bullying and 

that these are 

unacceptable

. Teacher to 

role play this 

with TA on 

the 

playground.   
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March 

 

1.9 

measurement 

– language of 

months. 

 

Add in the 

missing 

months of the 

year. 

NF4 – 

Instructions. 

 

Focus text: 

Treasure 

cookies 

recipe. 

 

RWI   

 

B/W: write 

the recipe of 

how to make 

treasure 

cookies.  

 

Include 

safety 

messages in 

their recipe. 

 

Library- 

Look at the 

organisation, 

learn how to 

use Cracking 

the code, 

and find 

recipe 

books. 

We need to 

make some 

mops to scrub 

the decks of our 

boats.  

 

We will 

investigate which 

kitchen roll is 

most absorbent? 

 

Finish off 

decorating 

our 

lighthouses. 

 

Cooking: 

Treasure 

cookies. 

We will 

look at 

the 

different 

colours 

we can 

see 

when 

looking 

at other 

artists 

interpret

ations of 

the sea. 

 

The 

children 

will 

explore 

colour 

mixing 

and will 

create a 

mood 

boat of 

different 

shades 

they 

could 

use for 

their 

textile 

design. 

Changes in 

the coastline 

of Great 

Yarmouth 

(Trip to Time 

and Tide). 

 

 

We will put 
together our 
map of the UK 
labelling the 
countries and 
capital cities 
we have been 
looking at 
over the term. 
Children will 
draw on some 
of the famous 
landmarks 
found in the 
UK and add a 
fact about 
each using 
the 
information 
they have 
found out over 
the last few 
weeks.  

 

Conscie

nce alley 

with 

Judas 

should 

he 

betray 

Jesus? 

Follow web 
links 

provided by 
an adult to 

find 
information 
about our 
topic on 

boats. [Talk 
about the 

reliability of 
information]  

 

Gymnastics 

 

Warm up 

based on 

putting on a 

sailors 

uniform. 

 

Remind 

children 

about 

safety in 

P.E and in 

the hall. 

Children 

choose a 

boat and 

create a 

piece of 

music using 

their 

knowledge 

of tempo 

and 

dynamics.  

Children will 

take part in 

Class 

Council. 

 

SEAL: Good 

to be me. 

 

 



 

 

 

3.3 Celebrating cultural events in Britain: The Royal Wedding Pupils recognise events of cultural importance and celebrate these. 

Monday 27th 

March 

 

Church Visit 

 

Easter Bonnet 

Parade  

Challenge 

 

1.10 

Geometry, 

properties of 

shape – 

identify props 

of 3D shapes.  

 

Sort the 3D 

treasure by 

their 

properties 

Read and 

sequence 

the Easter 

Story. 

 

RWI 

 

B/W: Retell 

the Easter 

Story. 

 

Library-  
Look at the 

organisation, 

learn how to 

use Cracking 

the code, 

find the 

Easter story.. 

Teacher in role 

as Captain sets 

the challenge – 

Our Boats need 

rigging which is 

strong enough 

for our crew to 

climb up to the 

birds nest. 

 

We will 

investigate 

structures and 

strength with art 

straws. 

 

The children 

will take a 

photo of their 

lighthouse 

and will 

compare and 

evaluate their 

own and 

others work. 

 

Cooking: 
lighthouse 
biscuits. 

  

Pattern 

features 

highly in 

the work 

by textile 

designer 

Jody 

Roberts. 

The 

children 

will 

emulate 

this 

when 

printing 

their own 

sea 

inspired 

material. 

 

Can we 

find any 

natural 

patterns 

in our 

outdoor 

area? 

 

Make a 

timeline of 

photograph 

of the 

changes at 

Cromer. 

Using atlases 

we will identify 

the seas that 

surround the 

UK and add 

these to our 

maps. 

Children 

to learn 

the 

Easter 

Story  

Watch an 
adult find 
images to 

use to help 
learning 

about our 
topic. Talk 
about who 

they belong 
to and how 

we can show 
that we are 

using 
something 

that 
somebody 
has ‘made’.  

 

Gymnastics 

 

Warm up 

based on 

first steps 

on a 

dessert 

island. 

 

Remind 

children 

about 

safety in 

P.E and in 

the hall. 

Children 

perform and 

record their 

boat 

composition

. 

Children will 

take part in 

Class 

Council. 

 

SEAL: Good 

to be me. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4 Time Allocation: How effectively is the status of history reflected in the curriculum? 

At Heather Avenue Infant School, time is allocated for history through topic planning. For some topics with a specific historical focus 

such as The Victorians in Year 2 this is taught discretely in afternoon topic lessons, while for other topics such time is set aside to 

teach history through a cross-curricular approach. Medium term plans specify clearly how history is to be taught throughout a topic 

and encourage the use of cross-curricular teaching, for example teaching history through literacy, maths or the use of technology. 

An example of this is Year 1 children learning about Lord Nelson as part of a cross-curricular literacy and history sequence of lessons. 

Each year group completes at least one history-focused topic per academic year in which they explore historical skills and concepts. 

Please refer to the topic overview documents for each year group to see how the history curriculum requirements are delivered 

throughout the year.  

The documents below show how time for teaching history is allocated throughout the school in Key Stage 1 and the Early Years 

Foundation Stage. The timetables are flexible to allow class staff the freedom to pursue a particular topic area or concept in greater 

depth over the course of a week as needed. 

 

 



 

3.4 Weekly timetables showing history allocation in KS1 classes 

Year 2 timetable 

 



 

EYFS weekly timetable with allocation for topic as well as cross-curricular application 

 



3.4 Medium term plan extract: Year 1 The extract below shows the allocated time for dedicated history input on a weekly basis in a 

Year 1 class during their summer term topic. As well as being taught in standalone lessons as needed, history is incorporated in a cross-

curricular approach to other subjects such as studying extracts from the film ‘Dumbo’ in literacy. 

 

 



3.4 Topic coverage maps for each year group: The topic included below show how history teaching is allocated throughout the year in 

each year group. For KS1 classes this includes a focus on one element of the history national curriculum per term to be studied in 

greater depth. 

Topic Map: EYFS 

 

Topic Map: Year 1 



 



Topic Map: Year 2 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.5 Historical Thinking: How well does the school develop historical thinking? 

At Heather Avenue Infant School, history is taught through a topic based approach. These topics are tailored to meet children’s 

interests and to meet the curriculum requirements of either the Early Years Foundation Stage for Reception or the National 

Curriculum (2014) for Year 1 and Year 2. Each new topic begins with the children sharing information that they already know about 

their topic focus and in formulating questions that they would like to find out the answers to over the course of their learning.  

Good use is made of a range of historical sources including artefacts, trips and visitors to supplement the development of historical 

thinking. As children progress through the school, the emphasis moves on to pupils being able to come up with their own questions 

and suggest how they may be able to find answers to these. Pupils apply their knowledge in a range of ways including through art, 

dance, writing and drama.  

When planning topic coverage, teaching staff make great efforts to incorporate the local, national and international picture in 

children’s experiences. National events such as Royal weddings, Remembrance Day or Bonfire Night are incorporated into planning 

to help children develop their understanding of significant events in the past. The school includes a termly international week which 

focuses on learning about the culture of the selected countries through a topic based approach, this includes learning about the 

history of the country and the significant figures who have lived there. 

Please also see the skills progression document in section 2.2 for more information about the teaching of skills progression in KS1. 

 

 



3.5 Historical thinking: EYFS 

EYFS children coming up with their own questions about babies following a visit from a baby as part of a topic investigation into 

how they have changed and grown. 

 



3.5 Historical thinking: KS1 

A Year 1 pupil’s work asking questions of a historical figure   Notes from a Year 2 class discussion at the beginning of a topic on   

at the beginning of a topic before researching answers and   the Victorians showing facts they already know and questions they 

participating in a role play activity.      would like to find answers to. 

 

 

 



3.5 Local, national and international picture 

Local: Year 1 visiting Local Heritage Centre to learn about Norwich’s history of circuses and Pablo Fanque. 

 

 



Local: Year 1 Lord Nelson: extract from a Year 1 pupil’s work creating a time line of local historical figure Lord Nelson in response to a 

historical question. 

 

 



National: Whole school celebrations took place to mark the recent wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle, this was also used as 

an opportunity to explore and learn more about the Royal family. 

 

 



International: A Year 1 class formulate questions and record observations about a Japanese building  -Tokyo Imperial Palace -  before 

learning more about its history as part of a whole school International Week learning about Japan. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

3.6 Local Dimension: How effectively is the local environment used to support learning in history? 

At Heather Avenue Infant School history teaching incorporates a focus on the local environment as part of the history curriculum in 

order to enhance learning and increase pupils’ understanding of their local history and sense of place. Due to the pupils’ age and 

curriculum stage, much of this learning focuses on changes within living memory and discussions with elderly people about their 

childhood experiences and how these compare to those of the children. An annual ‘Bridging the Gap’ club is run in partnership with 

two local charities to offer children the experience of meeting local elderly people to learn more about their lives. All KS1 children 

communicate with elderly residents of a local care home via letter and visits in order to learn more about their lives and experiences. 

See Section 3.2 for more information about the school’s link with the local care home. 

The curriculum is well supported by trips to various locations within the local environment including the local airport, local heritage 

centre, local libraries and Norwich Cathedral, Holt Hall, Sainsbury’s Art centre and the local circus. The same applies to the rest of the 

years within the school, topics are planned by teachers for the entire term and trips, activities and learning outside the classroom 

experiences are planned alongside the curriculum to enhance the learning for all children, for example this year, the year 2 children 

were learning all about the Victorians during the autumn term and their main offsite trip was to Holt Hall to experience a Victorian 

Christmas while later in the year, our Reception classes were learning about transport and so took their entire cohort to the local 

airport (Norwich international) for their offsite visit! 

In September 2018 all teaching and support staff participated in bespoke half day INSET training from Historic England on Hellesdon’s 

local heritage following the History subject leader attending a day’s training earlier in the year. 

 



3.6: Local Environment: Castle Museum - Choosing an artefact to sponsor and visit at Norwich Castle Museum to support the 

preservation of local history. 

 

Year 1 class taking part in a class discussion and vote to select an 
 artefact to adopt at our local Castle Museum. 
 

The artefact chosen by classes as a result of their class 
discussions. 

 



3.6: Local environment supporting learning in history 

Bridging the Gap club:           

KS1 pupils participate in Bridging the Gap club learning about local life in the past from elderly residents of the local area:  

 

3.6: Bespoke INSET training: Historic England on Hellesdon’s local heritage for all teaching and support staff organised by the History 

SL in order to increase staff confidence and understanding in teaching pupils’ about their local heritage. The training incorporated 



learning about Hellesdon’s history and local landmarks and how these have changed and developed over time. Delivering the session 

during a whole school INSET session meant that support staff as well as teaching staff were able to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section 4: Achievement 

 

 

 

 

4.1: Comparisons to relative starting points: how well do pupils learn and achieve in history compared to their relative starting 

points? 

Progression in History is also monitored by class teachers and overseen by the subject leader for history through work/ planning 

scrutinies and lesson observations. Feedback is given to staff in staff meetings and in subject leader update documents. 

In the EYFS for the academic year 2017/18, 96% of pupils achieved at least Expected in The World and People and Communities with 

those pupils who did not achieve this area being previously identified as SEN. This is in line with previous the past three year’s 

performance in this area. For the academic year 2018/19, 91% of pupils are currently identified as being on track to achieve the 

Understanding the World ELG. 

In KS1 for the academic year 2017/18, 90% of Year 2 pupils achieved the expected standard for History at the end of KS1 with pupils 

who did not achieve this standard having been previously identified as being EAL or having SEN. For the academic year 2018/19, 82% 

of Year 2 pupils are currently identified as being on track to meet the expected standard at the end of KS1. The drop in figures from 

the previous year is currently attributed to an influx of new pupils for whom the previous year’s data is currently unavailable.  

The introduction of the skills progression document for the KS1 classes has assisted teachers in planning for pupils’ skills progression 

in order to ensure a logical progression in skill development from their starting point. 

The class teachers input assessment data for each of their pupils against the history learning objectives using Classroom Monitor, an 

online tracking tool which highlights areas of strength and areas of development for individual pupils and allows effective monitoring 

of the performance of different groups of pupils. 

 

 

 



4.1: EYFS attainment: the extract from end of year attainment analysis for the academic year 2017/18 shows the progress made by 

pupils in the EYFS in the Early Learning Goals for Understanding the World, these are the areas of learning with the greatest correlation 

to history teaching and learning in the Early Years. 

 



4.1 Classroom Monitor extract: A anonymised extract of the tracking and monitoring tool used by teaching staff and the History 

subject lead to show progress in history learning objectives for individual pupils. The tool highlights areas of underperformance for 

individual pupils as well objectives that need to be revisited or covered in more depth for groups of pupils in order for the to make the 

best possible progress from their starting point. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

4.2: Mechanisms for Monitoring, Tracking & Intervention. How effectively does the school monitor progress to ensure that all 

pupils achieve their potential? 

Progress in history at Heather Avenue Infant School is tracked through progression of objectives specified in the revised National 

Curriculum (2014) for pupils in Years 1 and 2 and through the Early Years Foundation Stage: Understanding The World document for 

children in Reception. This is completed by class teachers using an online monitoring programme called Classroom Monitor which 

shows progress for individual children and groups. Anonymised examples can be seen below showing individual pupil progress and 

highlighting areas of strength and areas for development. Class teachers ensure that coverage is given equally to all areas with 

priority given to areas where children do not achieve as well. 

Pupils are given opportunities to independently apply their knowledge and skills in lessons in order to demonstrate their progress. 

In the EYFS this is often through pupil observation and activities available in the classroom continuous provision. In KS1 this can be 

through class discussion and independent class-based work. An example of a Y2 pupil’s independent writing can be seen below, with 

teacher written response. 

Marking was previously identified as an area for development for staff in order to ensure that pupils understand their next steps in 

history specifically. As part of this area of development a whole school focus on high-quality links between core subjects (specifically 

Maths and English) and ensuring that children are given time to respond to their identified in next steps in KS1. A new marking 

scheme was introduced for all subjects and time has been built into the curriculum for children in KS1 to be able to respond to their 

next steps. More information on the development of cross-curricular links can be seen in section 5.4. 

 

 



 

4.2 Classroom Monitor KS1 tracking: An anonymised extract of the tracking and monitoring tool used by teaching staff and the History 

subject lead to show progress in history learning objectives for individual pupils in a Year 2 class. Pupils who are not making the 

expected progress can be easily identified, as can the areas of learning that they need support to develop further. 

 



4.2 Classroom Monitor EYFS tracking: An anonymised extract of the tracking and monitoring tool used by teaching staff and the 

History subject lead to show progress in history learning objectives for individual pupils in a Reception class 

 

 



4.2 Pupil response:  

A Y2 pupil responds in purple pen to the next steps       A Reception pupil creates their own timeline based on their interest  

given by their class teacher in order to close a learning gap.      in the Romans and Dinosaurs. 

This work was completed independently in order for the 

 pupil to show their understanding of the  

historical objectives covered.  

 



4.2 Book Scrutiny feedback, April 2018: The history subject leader carries out work scrutinies in order to triangulate the data available 

on the school’s online tracking system with the evidence produced in pupils’ books and on the school’s VLE. Feedback is given to staff 

to ensure that the best possible progress is being made. 

 



 

 

 

4.3: Achievement is celebrated. How well is achievement celebrated within the school? 

At Heather Avenue Infant School, achievement is celebrated for all subjects and skills in a number of ways. Due to the age and stage 
of the pupils, celebrations are often focused on the skills needed to be an effective learner in all subjects and areas. Pupils 
achievements can be celebrated in class in a number of ways; through the use of stickers in the Reception classes and team points in 
KS1 classes, visits to the Headteacher to share good work and through effective feedback whether verbally or in writing. 
 
We strive to share and celebrate pupil achievements with parents and carers wherever possible. This has been made more effective 
through the recent introduction of Tapestry, an online resource which allows staff to upload observations, photographs and 
comments to a child’s account for their parent-carers to access. This was initially introduced in Reception in 2016 but has been 
expanded to incorporate the Year 1 and Year 2 classes in September 2018. More information can be found Section 5.3. 
 
A weekly Celebration Assembly where a pupil from each class is selected to share a piece of good work with the rest of the school. 
The pupil’s parent-carers are invited to attend the event to join in the celebration of their child’s achievement. The child’s name is 
also included in that week’s newsletter with a brief description of their achievement. 
 
The classroom and wider school environment is well utilised to celebrate the achievement of pupils across the school. Each classroom 
has a display dedicated to that term’s topic which is gradually added to over the course of the term as children progress through the 
topic. Communal areas are used to showcase high quality work. The school holds an annual Open Gallery art event for the local 
community to attend which includes children’s artwork linked to their topic work they have been covering in class. This is a very 
effective celebration of all that our pupils have achieved. 
See also 5.3: Website and Communications for examples of sharing a pupil’s excellent work with their parents. 

 
 

 



4.3 Celebrating children’s achievements: the extract from a weekly newsletter below shows children’s excellent work and 

achievements in history being celebrated in a weekly Celebration Assembly. The child’s parents-carers are also invited to attend to see 

their child sharing their work with the school. 

 

 



4.3 Annual Open Studios event showcasing high quality examples of children’s work: The school hall is open to the public for a week 

for them to view the children’s work and find out about the processes involved in putting the displays together. 

 

This Year 1 display includes children’s circus tents that the children have made in class and posters completed from their visit to the Local Heritage Centre to 

research Norwich’s history of circuses. The lighthouse work displayed was created in response to learning about the story of Grace Darling. 



4.3 Classroom display showcasing high quality examples of children’s work 

 

Artefacts brought in by pupils to support history learning   Pupils in Year 1 begin to create their own personal timelines of their year. 

A Reception pupil’s independent timeline work is displayed in the classroom and added to the school VLE to share with the child’s parents. 

 



 

Section 5: Enrichment 

 

 

 

5.1: History Enriching the Curriculum: How does history enrich the whole curriculum life of the school? 

History is used as an important way to enrich the life of the school as a whole throughout the school. The topic based approach used 

at the school means that effective cross-curricular links are made between history and other curriculum subjects; this is explored 

further in section 5.4. (See 5.4: Curriculum Overview) 

Real life experiences are of vital importance to our pupils due to their young age and stage of development, as such staff seek to 

utilise the knowledge of local visitors and locations in order to help pupils learn more about their historical and cultural heritage. In 

the EYFS pupils learn about how they have changed over time and begin to understand similarities and differences between their lives 

and the lives of others, as part of learning about themselves in their ‘All About Me’ topic pupils meet with a local parent and her baby 

to find out how the baby is looked after and to think about the skills they have learned since being born. Pupils in KS1 correspond 

with residents of a local care home for the elderly in order to learn more about recent history and to compare their experiences to 

those of others born before them. See section 3.5 for more evidence. As part of their history learning about the Olympics during their 

‘Ready Steady Go’ topic, Year 2 pupils met with Laura Samuel, British championship triple jumper to learn about her experiences and 

contrast these with the experiences of the Ancient Greek athletes at the first Olympics. They were also able to try out their triple jump 

skills with Laura and to consider the physical and mental attributes needed to be an Olympic level athlete. 

Trips to the local community are planned carefully by staff in order to enrich pupils’ cultural, physical and educational experiences. A 

schedule of trips can be seen below with a brief explanation of the purpose of each. History is well represented in these trips with 

each year group taking part in at least one history specific trip per year.  

 



5.1: History-based clubs/ Extra-curricular community projects: Bridging the Gap club members meet with older members of the local 

community to learn about life in the past and make comparisons with their own lives. The club is organised in conjunction with two 

local charities. 

 

 



5.1: Enrichment: Visitors and guest speakers are used effectively in school to gain further knowledge and give children opportunities to 

ask questions and try new experiences. 

 

A Year 2 class participate in a visit from triple jumper Laura Samuel,  A Reception class take part in a palaeontology workshop and learn about  

as part of their topic on the Olympic Games.     fossils as part of their Dinosaur topic. 

 



5.1 Schedule of trips used to enrich History and other subject provision at Heather Avenue Infant School. 

Trips linked to topic based learning will have a direct correlation with history teaching in school, for example the EYFS classes visit the 

local Dinosaur Park as a way to begin their Dinosaur topic with an exciting start. 

 



 

 

 

 

5.2: Classroom Environment: How does the classroom environment encourage enthusiasm for history, learning and reflect the 

high status of history within the school? 

At Heather Avenue Infant School, the classroom environment is used to enhance children’s learning experiences, encourage 
independence and support the development of new skills and vocabulary. The school’s teaching and learning policy is written by the 
senior leadership team in conjunction with the teaching staff who hold responsibility for ensuring this is implemented within their 
classroom. The teaching and learning policy states that “Each classroom is stimulating, attractive, and informative with displays which value 

each child’s work. Displays should also be seen as an interactive learning tool which reflects the class topic. 

The History subject leader ensures that history is represented within the classroom environment both within individual classrooms 

and other school areas such as corridors, foyers and the hall. Last academic year’s history action plan included a focus on the use of 

real life artefacts in displays and history lessons to help children develop their understanding of history further. The development of 

timeline work with the children is a current focus of this year’s history action plan. This has included the children developing their 

own timelines and building up a sense of their personal history, particularly for the youngest pupils in Reception and the first term of 

Year 1. An example of a class timeline can be seen below. The history subject leader has included looking at displays and classroom 

environments during learning walks in order to ensure that displays are being used effectively. An example of artefacts in use in a 

Year 2 classroom and a Reception role play area have been included below. 

Key questions are used in displays to encourage children to think about possible answers to history topics that have been covered 

that children would like to answer in the future (See Section 1.1 - Year 2 questions for evidence) Communal areas such as corridors 

are used to showcase high quality examples of children’s work from across the curriculum, including history, an example of which can 

be seen below.  



5.2: Artefacts in use to support history learning: the use of artefacts to support stimulating and engaging teaching in class is in place 

throughout the school both in display and for practical activities, particularly in the EYFS where continuous provision is in place to 

support the development of new skills. 

 
 

Included within the artefacts displayed in this Year 2 
classroom are a Victorian hairbrush brought in a pupil which 
used to belong to her great-grandmother and a clay beer 
bottle from a local Norwich brewery. 

Reception class children use nappies and baby care equipment in 
the role play are as part of their topic on how they have grown and 

changed. 

 

 



5.2: Learning Walk feedback commenting on classroom environment from the history subject leader: The history learning walk 

feedback identifies where the classroom environment is being used effectively to support history learning and teaching as well as 

making further suggestions for improvement. 

EYFS feedback: 

 

 



Year 1 feedback: 

 



Year 2 feedback: 

 

 

 

 



 

5.2: Display - A Year 1 Circus display showcasing the results of their Circus topic. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

5.3: Website and Communications: How does history contribute to the school’s online communications? 

 At Heather Avenue Infant School we use an online learning journal system called tapestry to share pupils’ work with parent-carers. 

Each parent-carer has their own log-in and are only able to view their own child’s work or observations that the child’s whole class 

has been tagged in. Parent-carers are also able to leave comments on the observations that they view and to use the observations as 

a basis to discuss with their child what they have been learning in school. Tapestry was first introduced in Reception in the academic 

year 2016/17 as a way to record the children’s learning and progress towards the Early Learning Goals. Feedback from parent-carers 

at the end of the year was extremely positive and many commented in Year 1 that they missed being able to see what their child was 

doing in class. As a result of this feedback, it was decided to introduce Tapestry to the Key Stage 1 classes across the school, with Year 

1 being added in the spring term of 2018 and Year 2 in September 2018. Examples of completed learning observations in History and 

parent-carer comments can be seen below. Parent-carers can also upload their own observations of activities they have completed 

at home with their children, particularly if they are related to the topic that the children have been studying. These can then be used 

in class to support class discussion. An example of this can be seen below. 

In addition, the school has its own website with dedicated class pages which are used to share information about topics covered in all 

subjects, including history with the wider school community. The school website is also used to share news about school events with 

the wider school community and to provide information about upcoming events. Examples of history subject information being shared 

can be seen below. 



5.3: Tapestry online learning journal: History work that the children have completed in class is shared with parent-carers via the 

secure online system, Tapestry. The parent-carers respond positively to the information. 

 

  
This photograph shows information that has been shared with 
parent-carers about the history work their children have been 

completing in school, in this example a Year 2 class are role 
playing the jobs that Victorian children might have completed. 

This photograph shows the explanatory information that has been 
written by the class teacher and  comments that have been left by 
parent-carers about the discussions that they have had with their 

children as a result. 



 

5.3: Tapestry online learning journal: The photographs below show observations that parent-carers have uploaded of activities they 

have completed with their children at home in order to support their history learning in school.  

  
A Reception pupil looks through her baby photos at home so 

she can choose which one she would like to bring into class to 
share as part of Reception’s ‘All About Me’ topic. 

A Year 2 pupil’s parent uploads photographs and information 
about her visit to a stately home while on holiday.  

 



 

 

5.3: School website: The photographs below show information about history topic learning that classes will be completing over the 

course of the term.  More information can be found at http://www.heatheravenue.co.uk/ 

 

 

http://www.heatheravenue.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.4: Links across subjects and schools: How effectively does history link with other subjects within the school and beyond? 

History is taught at Heather Avenue Infant school using a topic-based approach. Under the guidance of subject leaders, class teachers 

plan high-quality links between subjects in order to allow pupils to make meaningful links between subjects. This information is 

planned using the revised National Curriculum (2014) for Key Stage 1 and 2 and the Early Years Foundation Stage for Reception classes.  

A curriculum overview document for each topic is produced showing the links between subjects and the work that will be covered, 

this is updated annually in order to best reflect children’s needs and interests. An extract from a Year 1 topic about the Circus can be 

seen below. In addition, the links made between subjects are shared with parent-carers using a topic map at the beginning of each 

topic, an example of this for the same topic can be seen below.  

A current area of focus for the history subject leader action plan is making high quality effective links between history and the core 

subjects, specifically maths and English. An example of a Year 2 maths and history lesson focusing on data can be see below. Class 

teachers also plan in opportunities for children to complete extended pieces of writing in Year 1 and Year 2 during weekly ‘Big Writes’, 

wherever possible these incorporate the current topic being taught.  



5.4: Topic Overview:  A topic overview for Year 1’s Circus topic showing history links to other subjects as part of the cross-curricular 

topic  

 



5.4: Topic Overview: Information shared with parents-carers about links between subjects during a topic. This example shows subject 

links planned in Year 1’s Circus topic. 

 



5.4: Year 2 children completing work on their Victorian topic researching the jobs done by poor Victorian children in their computing 

and maths lessons. 

  
Year 2 children research Victorian children’s jobs and present their results in a PowerPoint format. 

 

  
Year 2 children present their research into Victorian childhood jobs in a bar chart in a maths lesson. 



 

 

 

5.5: Community Links: How is the wider community involved in history education at the school and beyond? 

 Heather Avenue uses LOtC for a full range of activities; all our teachers and children find all offsite activities especially inspirational. 

For instance, our year 1 children have been learning all about circuses this year, the teachers planned in a circus trip to experience 

first-hand the entertainment of a real-life circus, then weeks later they went on a heritage trip at the local city library to learn the 

history behind the topic. The children’s learning was scaffolded with a broad range of topic learning on top of the offsite visit including 

recent films and musicals featuring circuses, linked literature/storytelling and circus themed teaching across the curriculum in all 

lessons including English, mathematics and PE. All children came away from that term with a secure knowledge of that topic, the 

pupils experienced a variety of learning and the rest of the school has been able to benefit too, artwork has been created which has 

been displayed within our open studios which is a large exhibition open to the public for viewing. The same applies to the rest of the 

years within the school, topics are planned by teachers for the entire term and trips, activities and learning outside the classroom 

experiences are planned alongside the curriculum to enhance the learning for all children, for example this year, the year 2 children 

were learning all about the Victorians during the autumn term and their main offsite trip was to Holt Hall to experience a Victorian 

Christmas while later in the year, our Reception classes were learning about transport and so took their entire cohort to the local 

airport (Norwich international) for their offsite visit! 

An annual ‘Bridging the Gap’ club is run by the school in partnership with two local charities to offer children the experience of meeting 

local elderly people to learn more about their lives. All KS1 children communicate with elderly residents of a local care home via letter 

and visits in order to learn more about their lives and experiences. 

The school is supporting the preservation of local history by participating in the local Castle Museum’s ‘Adopt an Object’ initiative, 

each class looked at the locally discovered artefacts and voted on the artefact that they though was most in need of preservation. The 

children discussed the history of their chosen artefact, the Falchion Sword, and discussed ideas on how and why it came to be 

discovered in a local river. 

 



 

5.5: Community links with the local Castle Museum: The school has adopted a locally discovered artefact, the Falchion Sword, which is displayed in 

the local Castle Museum in Norwich where pupils will be able to visit it and learn more about where it was discovered. 

 

 



5.5: Bridging the Gap club: KS1 pupils participate in Bridging the Gap club learning about local life in the past from elderly residents of the local area:  

 



5.5: Learning Outside the Classroom:  

The photographs below show a range of the activities completed by the children outside of their classroom based learning. 

 

Reception children visit the local airport, Norwich Airport, as part of their 
transport topic. 

A Year 1 class visit the local heritage centre based at the central library in 
Norwich to learn about Norwich’s history of circuses. 

 

A Year 1 class use the outside area to learn about seasonal changes in 
the local environment. 

Year 2 classes on their residential trip to Holt Hall learn about Victorian 
Christmas traditions such as wreath making. 



 


