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be in September and October. There will also be two 
interactive workshops in August. Supporting the course 
and available throughout the life of the course will 
be a specially selected bank of resources to support a 
participant’s learning and understanding of the period. 
Those who sign up for the course can dip in and out as 
they wish, attend the live lectures, or catch up on the 
recordings afterwards. There are no requirements for 
participants to produce any output for the course just 
to take part and enjoy the opportunity to learn about a 
fascinating period from leading academics in the field.  
Each lecture will be led by one of the four academics on 
this course but will be supported by the others taking 
part. 

Registration is open to anyone. There is a small cost for 
this course and concessions are available. 

The course outline (subject to confirmation) includes:

1.	Setting the scene: the background to events, across 
the West, Byzantium – Professor Jonathan Phillips 

2.	Call for the Crusade and response including the role 
of Albert of Aachen – Dr Natasha Hodgson

3.	The impact of the Crusade on the Muslim world 
– Professor Jonathan Phillips 

4.	The Siege of Antioch – Dr Andrew Buck

5.	Eastern Christians and events post Antioch  
– Dr Natasha Hodgson

6.	Siege of Jerusalem and the setting up of the Latin 
East – Dr Simon John

7.	The legacy of the First Crusade in the Medieval 
period – Dr Andrew Buck 

8.	The legacy of the First Crusade in the Modern world 
– Dr Simon John

As Christianity had spread across Europe, Islam had 
spread across the Middle East. At the end of the 
eleventh century the relationship between the Muslim 
leader of Jerusalem and the Christian communities and 
travellers to the city fractured. Along with other key 
relationships across Europe, the Middle East and around 
the Mediterranean region tensions rose leading to calls 
for a European Crusader force to retake Jerusalem for 
the Christian world. What ensues over the following 
years set the tone for relations across Christendom and 
amongst the Islamic worlds. Images, writings, and tales 
of the events feed into legend as well as history. 

In this course, the Historical Association has brought 
together some of the UK's leading experts on this 
subject. They will provide their expert insight into the 
period, detail the reality of what occurred, and discuss 
the legacy of the First Crusade, both at the time and 
in the following centuries. They will also explain its 
symbolic importance today. 

The course will include eight live lectures, with 
discussion – two in July and then the remaining six will 

The First Crusade
1095–99
A Historical Association short course    

Look out for further details and 
registration opening in May
www.history.org.uk/go/
FirstCrusade157
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1098	 1099

1095	 1096	 1097

1–7 March 	
Council of Piacenza

Timeline of the First Crusade, 1095–99

July – November
Urban II tours France

27 November
Urban II proclaims 
the First crusade

December – September 1096
Urban II’s preaching tour across France

December
Peter the Hermit starts 
preaching the crusade March 

First contingents of 
People’s Crusade 
set out

May–June
Anti-Jewish 
Pogroms 
in the 
Rhineland

January
Attempted flight of 
Peter the Hermit and 
Departure of Taticius

9 February
Battle against 
Ridwan of Aleppo

February
Fatimid embassy 
arrives in the 
crusader camp

4 March
English fleet 
arrives at  
St Simeon

10–14 March
Construction of 
La Mahomerie

2 June
Stephen of 
Blois leaves  
Antioch

3 June
Betrayal 
and sack of 
Antioch

4–5 June
Kerbogha’s 
army arrives 
at Antioch 
Second siege 
of Antioch 
begins

14 June
Discovery of 
the Holy Lance

18–28 November 
Council of Clermont

Thirteenth-century miniature depicting the Capture of Jerusalem, 1099
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1098	 1099

1095	 1096	 1097

Timeline of the First Crusade, 1095–99

c.4 January
Council at Rugia

December – September 1096
Urban II’s preaching tour across France

1 August
Peter the 
Hermit reaches 
Constantinople

Early August
People’s Crusade 
crosses over to 
Asia Minor

21 October	
People’s Crusade 
annihilated at Civetos

November–March 1097
Main armies reach Constantinople

February
Godfrey crosses 
the Bosphorus

16 May
First battle with 
Kilij Arslan

19 June
Surrender of 
Nicaea

1 July
Battle of 
Dorylaeum

July–September
Crossing of Asia 
Minor

September–
October
Tancred and 
Baldwin in 
Cilicia

c.10 October
Main army 
reaches Marash

20 October
Siege of 
Antioch begins

17 November
Genoese ships arrive 
at St Simeon

31 December
Foraging battle 
against Duquq 
of Damascus

25 June	
Peter the 
Hermit leads 
an embassy to 
Kerbogha

28 June
Great Battle 
of Antioch

1 August
Death of 
Adhémar of 
Le Puy

September
Capture of 
Albara

13 January
Raymond of 
Toulouse departs 
Marra

April
Peter Bartholomew 
undergoes ordeal 
by fire

16 May
Main armies 
depart Arqa 
for Jerusalem

3-6 June
Crusade at 
Ramla

7 June
First Crusade 
reaches 
Jerusalem

13 June	
First assault on 
Jerusalem fails

17 June	
News reaches the 
crusaders of six 
Genoese ships 
docked at Jaffa

15 July	
First Crusade 
captures Jerusalem

22 July
Godfrey appointed 
ruler of Jerusalem

1 August
Arnulf of 
Choques 
appointed 
patriarch

5 August
Discovery of 
True Cross

12 August	  
Battle of Ascalon

August–December
Main armies of the crusade set 
out for the East

May-June
Siege of Nicaea

February–May 
Siege of Arqa

November–
December
Siege of Marra


