Independent Study Proposal

Please complete the following and return to Gill Richards – gill.richards@ntu.ac.uk 

	Task
	Deadline date/s

	State in one paragraph below what you propose to do

I intend to conduct a research project into the impact of new and emerging technologies on learning and pupil perceptions within the history classroom. This will concentrate on identification of changes in pupil perceptions, level of interest and learning outcomes resulting from the introduction into the classroom of mobile technologies, in the form of PDA and mobile telephones) and mini-laptops. 

	July 09

	State the title of your study 

New and Emerging Technologies in the History classroom

	

	Identify the intended outcomes of your study (i.e. ‘Pupils will ……’ and/or ‘I will……..’)

Pupils will make regular use of a range of new and emerging technologies as part of the taught course at KS3 and KS4. 
Pupils will participate in surveys and interviews to enable an assessment of changes in their perceptions of history as a result of the introduction of new and emerging technologies. 

I will evaluate the effectiveness of a range of technologies and their effectiveness in the history classroom. This will include use of lesson observations, interviews with colleagues and learners and discussion with other interested professionals and researchers.
I will write a research based report on the impact of the technology, its limitations and implications that introducing these methods have on learning within the classroom. 

I will make the findings available to colleagues via the Historical Association for dissemination and comment.


	Sept 09

	Identify any ethical issues involved and how you will resolve these (Check BERA guidelines)

Pupils will, in the main, be part of the context in which research is conducted. They will be informed of the research, its purpose and intended outcomes. 

All interviews will be conducted only after voluntary consent has been obtained. 

The research will primarily be conducted in the Secondary School in which I teach. Pupils involved in the research will be kept fully aware of the purpose of the research and given the right to not participate. Consideration will be taken with regards the time and burden that participation in research, interviews or observations may have on colleagues. 


	

	Identify 8 key books that you expect to use to demonstrate links with theory

1. Rethinking Pedagogy for a Digital Age: Designing and Delivering E-learning. Beetham and Sharpe. 

2. Preparing for Blended E-Learning: Understanding Blended and Online Learning (Connecting with E-learning) Littlejohn and Pedler. 
3. Contemporary Perspectives in E-learning Research. Conole and Oliver. 

4. Blogs, Wikis, Podcasts, and Other Powerful Web Tools for Classrooms. Will Richardson. 

5. E-tivities: The Key to Active Online Learning. Salmon.

6. 75 e-learning Activities: 75 Activities, Tips, and Resources. Watkins. 

7. Integrated E-Learning: Implications for Pedagogy, Technology and Organization. Jochems, Koper and Merrinboer. 

8. Handheld Computers and Smartphones in Secondary Schools: A Guide to Hands-On Learning. Williams. 

9. Changing How We Teach and Learn With Handheld Computers. Staudt.


	

	Identify 5 other key resources that you expect to use to demonstrate professional underpinning for your proposal

1. My colleagues, in particular the Head of ICT, Assistant Head teacher (Teaching and learning) and members of the Humanities faculty. 
2. The advice, guidance and support of members of the Secondary Committee of the Historical Association.

3. Relevant articles from Teaching History. 

4. The online discussion forum at schoolhistory.co.uk/forum

5. Support, guidance and resources available via my LEA advisor for ICT. 

	

	Identify how you will evaluate the success of your study

Through evaluation of learning outcomes; analysis of pupil perceptions over the course of the research; dialogue with colleagues and professionals in the field and feedback from pupils, parents and teaching participants in the project. 

	


Name: a. n. other history teacher
Email contact details: alf.wilkinson@history.org.uk
Phone contact details: 01529 460553
