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18 t h  No ve m b e r 198 2 

I wa s  o n ly 6  ye a rs  o ld  wh e n  I h a d  fu lly u n d e rs to o d  th e  d ire  s itu a tio n  I wa s  in , b o rn  
o n ly o n e  ye a r a fte r th e  Vie tn a m e s e  Wa r e n d e d  (19 76 ) . I wa s  th e  fe w fo rtu n a te  
kid s  wh o  h a d  th e ir fa th e r s u rvive  th e  wa r a s  a  s o ld ie r a g a in s t th e  Am e ric a n s . 
Ho we ve r, th is  c a u s e d  o u r c o u n try to  s u ffe r in  th e  u p c o m in g  ye a rs  d u e  to  th e  la c k 
o f la b o u r a s  m illio n s  d ie d  fro m  b o m b s h e lls  a n d  o n  th e  b a ttle fie ld s . Ma n y o f th e  
Vie tn a m e s e  p e o p le  like  m e , h a d  to  e n d u re  th e  p a in  o f p o ve rty, wh ic h  p re ve n te d  
u s  fro m  h a vin g  th e  lu xu rio u s  th in g s  th a t  life  h a d  to  o ffe r.  
 

26 t h  J a n u a ry  198 3  

I n e ve r h a d  a  c h a n c e  to  e xp e rie n c e  life ’s  wo n d e rs , I g re w u p  o n  a  fa rm  with  
lim ite d  e d u c a tio n  a n d  re s o u rc e s  th a t we  h a d  to  ra tio n  b e twe e n  a  la rg e  fa m ily. 
We  h a d  n o  e le c tric ity, n o  ru n n in g  fre s h  wa te r, a n d  we  a te  ric e  wh e n  th e re  wa s  
e n o u g h  o r b o ile d  le a ve s  wh e n  th e re  wa s n ’t. Eve ry tim e  I wo u ld  g o  o u t with  m y 
m o th e r a n d  s u p p o rt h e r with  a g ric u ltu re , fro m  th e  c o rn e r o f m y e ye , I'll n e ve r 
fo rg e t th e  wa ve s  o f la u g h te r I s a w fro m  th e  c h ild re n  c o m in g  fro m  th e  villa g e  
c h ie f’s  h o u s e . Th e  kid s  th e re  wo u ld  a lwa ys  s m ile  with  b ra n d  n e w s h o e s , to ys , 
ro u g h  b u t c le a n e r s h irts  th a n  I c o u ld  e ve r h a ve  -  b u t I c o u ld n 't  s to p  th e  q u e s tio n  
th a t fo rm e d  d e e p  in s id e  m e  -  “Wh a t ke p t m e  fro m  h a vin g  th o s e  lu xu rie s ?” 
 

13t h  Fe b ru a ry  198 3  

Th e  lu n a r n e w ye a r h a s  fin a lly a rrive d , a n d  th is  is  th e  o n ly tim e  I lo o k fo rwa rd  to  in  
th e  ye a r, a s  o u r fa m ily o f 4  g o t to  s h a re  o n e  wh o le  c h ic ke n , wh ic h  we  a te  o n c e  
p e r ye a r! My b ro th e r a n d  I wo u ld  g e t th e  c h ic ke n  win g s  a n d  le g s , wh e re a s  o u r 
p a re n ts  wo u ld  e a t th e  re s t. As  a  fa m ily, we  wo u ld  g o  o u t a n d  c e le b ra te  th e  
fe s tiva ls  with  th e  c o m m u n ity, e ve n  fo rg e ttin g  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  o f e a c h  o th e r 



a n d  a  tim e  to  s ta rt  fre s h . I wo u ld  re c e ive  m o n e y fro m  frie n d s  a n d  fa m ily, e ve n  
th o u g h  it  wa s n ’t m u c h , m e  a n d  m y b ro th e r wo u ld  s ta y p o s itive  a n d  g o  to  b u y 
s m a ll g ifts  fo r e a c h  o th e r. Th e  d a y e n d e d  with  b rig h t s m ile s  a n d  la u g h te r s im ila r 
to  th e  c h ie f’s  c h ild re n  a n d  I h a d  wis h e d  th e  d a y n e ve r e n d e d . At th a t p a rtic u la r 
m o m e n t I th o u g h t to  m ys e lf -  “Wh a t if th e re  wa s  e n o u g h  fo o d  fo r u s  a ll.” -  “Wh a t 
if th e re  we re  m a rke ts  o f p le n ty, n o t m e m o rie s  o f ra tio n  lin e s ” -  “Wh a t if c h ild re n  
we re  h o ld in g  b o o ks  a n d  to ys  in s te a d  o f fa rm in g  to o ls  a n d  s e e d s .” Wo u ld  it  h a ve  
s o lve d  th e  lu xu rie s  I've  lo n g e d  fo r… 
 

5 t h  J u ly  198 5  

Two  ye a rs  h a ve  p a s s e d  a n d  life  in  th e  villa g e  h a s  b e c o m e  m u c h  b e tte r with  th e  
p ro g re s s  we  we re  m a kin g . No w I h a ve  m o re  fre e  tim e  to  d o  o th e r th in g s  o th e r 
th a n  fa rm in g , like  fis h in g  in  s m a ll- s c a le  la ke s  a n d  c a tc h in g  m in ia tu re  in s e c ts   like  
b u tte rflie s , g ra s s h o p p e rs  a n d  c ic a d a s  in  o rd e r to  p a s s  th e  tim e , a s  th e re  wa s n ’t 
m u c h  to  d o . Fo o d  a t h o m e  s lig h tly im p ro ve d  with  o u r e n tire  fa m ily e a tin g  ric e , 
b a n a n a s  a n d  s we e t p o ta to  d a ily, with  o u r fa m ily h a vin g  e n o u g h  fo o d  to  ke e p  u s  
fu ll. Vie tn a m  a t th is  t im e  h a s  a ls o  a d va n c e d  with  m o d e rn  kn o wle d g e  o u ts id e  o f 
th e  c o u n try, a n d  I wa s  a b le  to  s ta rt  m y e d u c a tio n  a s  s c h o o ls  we re  b u ilt  fo r 
c h ild re n  like  m e . I c o u ld  fe e l m y b o d y e xp re s s in g  th e  s e n s e  o f jo y a s  I b e g a n  to  
wo n d e r, c o u ld  th is  b e  th e  lu xu ry I’ve  wa n te d ? 
 

22n d  Au g u s t  20 0 5  

So  m a n y ye a rs  h a ve  p a s s e d , a n d  I’m  28  ye a rs  o ld . I h a ve  d e d ic a te d  m y ye a rs  to  
s tu d yin g  a t a  u n ive rs ity in  th e  c a p ita l c ity o f Vie tn a m  (Ha n o i) , a n d  I a m  m a rrie d  
to  a  wo n d e rfu l wo m a n . We  fe lt  p re p a re d  to  tra ve l to  a  fo re ig n  c o u n try (En g la n d )  
to  g ive  o u r c h ild re n  th e  life  th e y wo u ld  wa n t, wh ic h  is  to  e xp e rie n c e  th in g s  I 
c o u ld n ’t d o . I a ls o  wa n te d  a  b e tte r fu tu re  fo r o u r fu tu re  c h ild re n  in  a  m o re  
p ro g re s s ive  c o u n try like  th e  UK. Ho we ve r, th in g s  d id n ’t g o  a s  p la n n e d . We  h a d  to  
s ta rt  fro m  s c ra tc h , m e a n in g  we  h a d  to  re b u ild  o u r live s  with  th e  lit t le  fin a n c e s  we  
h a d . It  fe lt  like  livin g  in  p o ve rty a g a in , a s  we  h a d  n o  s h e lte r a n d  b a re ly a n y fo o d  to  
s u rvive , b u t I h a d  to  wo rk fo r m o n e y to  b u y fo o d , wa te r fo r m e  a n d  m y wife . I’d  
a lwa ys  d ro p  in to  d e s p a ir wh e n e ve r th e  ric h  re fu s e d  to  s u p p o rt u s , n e ve rth e le s s , I 
d id  n o t b la m e  th e m . I kn e w th a t th e y wo u ld  h a ve  wo rke d  h a rd  to  re a c h  th e  to p , 
a n d  I wo u ld  h a ve  to  d o  th e  s a m e  to  s e c u re  m y c h ild re n 's  fu tu re  o n e  d a y. I s ta ye d  
re s ilie n t a n d  p u s h e d  th ro u g h  th e  to u g h  tim e s , e ve n  h a vin g  to  s ta rve  m ys e lf to  
m a ke  s u re  m y wife  d id n ’t s ta rve . 
 

19 t h  Ma y  20 25   ( 20  y e a rs  h a s  p a s s e d  s in c e )  

“I d id  it… “ 

“I m a d e  m y o wn  b u s in e s s .” 



“I g o t m y d re a m  c a r.” 

“I g o t m y d re a m  h o u s e .” 

“I a lwa ys  e a t fu ll.” 

Bu t wh a t le d  m e  u p  to  th is  p o in t h a s  m a d e  m e  re a lis e  th a t  th e s e  we re n ’t th e  
lu xu rie s  I we re  c h a s in g . Th ro u g h o u t m y life , I’ve  le a rn e d  th a t th e  o n ly th in g  th a t 
ke e p s  yo u  fro m  h a vin g  a n y lu xu ry is  yo u rs e lf, u n le s s  yo u  c a n  p u s h  yo u rs e lf to  
yo u r lim its , n o th in g  will c h a n g e  a n d  th a t n o n e  o f th e  th in g s  i th o u g h t we re  lu xu ry 
we re  a c tu a lly im p o rta n t to  m e , if a n yth in g  e ls e , th e  o n ly lu xu ry a n yo n e  c a n  h a ve  
in  th e ir live s  is …. 
           “Yo u r c h ild re n  a n d  a  lo vin g  wife .” 

 

 


