
What was life like for the lascars? 

 
Place the cards into the category into which you think it most fits. 
 

Work Health Lifestyle Punishment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

This suggests that... 
 
 
 
 
 

This suggests that... This suggests that... This suggests that... 



What was life like for the lascars? 

 

This is medicine, drink it off 
 
(Dawa hai, pio ek dum) 
 

Put your arm in a sling 
 
(Bazu ruhmal men rakho) 

Cleaning, paintwork and 
brightwork 
 
(Rang e ‘varnis’ dho-unga) 
 

Scrub (the deck) with bouges 
 
(Bouge gasso) 

Your pay will be cut 
 
(Paggar katega) 

You are very lazy, you talk too 
much 
 
(Tum bahut susta admi hai, 
ziyada bat kurta) 
 

Get your tea 
 
(Chae pio) 
 

It is foolish to wear thin clothes 
 
(Buwakuf hai, putla kapra 
pahinna) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What was life like for the lascars? 

 

Work Health Lifestyle Treatment 

Cleaning, paintwork and 
brightwork 
 
(Rang e ‘varnis’ dho-unga) 

 
 

Scrub (the deck) with 
bouges 
 
(Bouge gasso) 

 
 

 
 

This is medicine, drink it off 
 
(Dawa hai, pio ek dum) 
 
 
 
Put your arm in a sling 
 
(Bazu ruhmal men rakho) 

Get your tea 
 
(Chae pio) 
 
 
 
It is foolish to wear thin 
clothes 
 
(Buwakuf hai, putla kapra 
pahinna) 

Your pay will be cut 
 
(Paggar katega) 
 
 
You are very lazy, you talk 
too much 
 
(Tum bahut susta admi hai, 
ziyada bat kurta) 
 

This suggests that the lascars 
mainly cleaned and decorated. 
 
 
 
 
 

This suggests that the lascars 
would get ill and injured but 
they could take medicine to get 
better.  

This suggests that the lascars 
got food and tea, but not warm 
clothes.  

This suggests that they were 
treated badly and threatened 
with pay cuts.  

 


