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Historical anniversaries calendar, January to December 2026

Historical anniversaries can be a great way to engage in a topical subject or raise awareness about a particular issue. This calendar puts together just a selection of the key historical anniversaries coming up over the next 12-18 months to get you started. It also includes the regular themed months, major national days and seasonal events. The list is by no means exhaustive, simply a starting point. You may find it useful to develop and customise your calendar to include events relevant to your locality and interests or, if you are in a school, to significant individuals and topics you study. 

2026 Anniversaries and related HA resources
[bookmark: _Hlk216791190]l All-member resource   l Primary resource   l Secondary resource   l Historian resource 
Arranged from longest anniversary to shortest:
676 (1350-year anniversary) – Cuthbert of Lindisfarne retires to a hermitage near Holburn, Northumberland, at a place now known as St. Cuthbert's Cave.
l One of my favourite history places: The Holy Island of Lindisfarne
l The gall nuts and lapis trail
3 October 1226 (800-year anniversary) – St Francis of Assisi, Founder of the Franciscan Order, dies.
l Saint Robert and the Deer
1276 (750-year anniversary) – Merton College is first recorded as having a collection of books, making it the oldest continuously used library in the world.
26 November 1476 (550-year anniversary) – Vlad the Impaler declares himself reigning Prince of Wallachia for the third and last time. He is killed on the march to Bucharest, probably before the end of December. His head is sent to his old enemy, Sultan Mehmed II.
21 April 1526 (500-year anniversary) – Babur defeats Ibrahim Khan Lodi at the Battle of Panipat and becomes Mughal emperor, creating the Mughal Empire which lasts until 1857. 
l Podcast Series: The Mughal Empire
9 August 1526 (500-year anniversary) – Lucas Vázquez de Ayllón of Spain founds the colony San Miguel de Gualdape in present-day South Carolina. It is the first European settlement, and the first record of enslavement of African peoples in what will later become the continental United States.
l The United States
l Filmed Lecture: West Africa from the Rise of the Slave Trade to the Age of Revolution
2 February 1626 (400-year anniversary) – King Charles I of England is crowned, but without his wife, Henrietta Maria, who declines to attend a non-Catholic ceremony.
l King Charles I
l Podcast: Presidential Lecture – Charles I: The People's Martyr?
l The Personal Rule of Charles I 1629-40
l The Historian 165: Charles I
l Polychronicon 151: Interpreting the Revolution of 1688
l Cunning Plan 151: When and for whom has 1688 been 'Glorious'?
7 March 1626 (400-year anniversary) – Ambrosio I Nimi a Nkanga is appointed the monarch of Kongo (in what is now Angola, Africa). 
l Podcast: The Kingdom of Kongo 1400-1709
l The Historian 150: Aspects of Africa
l Cunning Plan 181: Incorporating a more global perspective within Key Stage 3

February 1726 (300-year anniversary) – a series of raids by officials on coffee houses in London known as ‘Molly houses’, frequented by gay men, leads to a series of imprisonments and executions.
l Filmed lecture: Queer Georgians 
20 June 1726 (300-year anniversary) – the first significant step towards a publicly managed fire service in England, where the council formally appointed and paid men to operate and maintain fire equipment, is opened in Beverley, Yorkshire.
28 October 1726 (300-year anniversary) – Gulliver’s Travels is published anonymously.
10 January 1776 (250-year anniversary) – the British political thinker Thomas Paine publishes his pamphlet Common Sense arguing for independence from British rule in the Thirteen Colonies of the Americas, during the American Revolutionary War. 
l Thomas Paine 
l Podcast Series: Thomas Paine
28 March 1776 (250-year anniversary) – The Bolshoi Ballet is formed in Moscow, Russia. 
11 June 1776 (250-year anniversary) – the painter John Constable is born.
l Cunning Plan 190: Using art to make A-level history more accessible
l What are the reasons for linking art and history?
2 July 1776 (250-year anniversary) – The American Declaration of Independence is signed in Philadelphia and ratified on 4 July.
l What Have Historians Been Arguing About... expanding the reach of the American Revolution
l History Abridged: POTUS – President of the United States
12 July 1776 (250-year anniversary) – Captain James Cook sets off from Plymouth, England in HMS Resolution on his third voyage, to the Pacific Ocean and Arctic.
l Captain Cook & the discovery of Australia & New Zealand
l Polychronicon 128: The Death of Captain Cook
30 January 1826 (200-year anniversary) – the Menai Straits Bridge opens. Designed by Thomas Telford, it is the world’s first modern suspension bridge. 
l The Industrial Revolution in England
l Podcast: The Industrial Revolution & the Town
l Cunning Plan 167: teaching the industrial revolution
11 February 1826 (200-year anniversary) – University College London is founded, under the name the University of London.
28 July 1866 (160-year anniversary) – Beatrix Potter is born.
l Beyond compare: a study of Beatrix Potter and Benjamin Zephaniah
10 March 1876 (150-year anniversary) – the first telephone call is made, by Alexander Graham Bell. 
l Using trade directories: reconstructing life 100 years ago
[bookmark: _Hlk219373727]April 1876 (150-year anniversary) – Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli introduces the Royal Titles Act and grants Queen Victoria the title of Empress of India in 1877.
l Podcast: Gladstone and Disraeli - Reform and Rivalry
l Polychronicon 123: Gladstone and Disraeli
l Disraeli, Peel and the Corn Laws: the making of a conservative reputation
15 August 1876 (150-year anniversary) – Elementary Education Act (Sandon’s Act) prevents the employment of children under 10, permits local attendance committees to impose compulsory school attendance for ages 5–13, and authorises Poor Law Guardians to pay school fees for the poor and destitute under a system of certificates.
l David Cannadine - Interview about his book: The Right Kind of History
l Elementary Education in the Nineteenth Century
12 October 1915 (111-year anniversary) – British nurse Edith Cavell is executed for treason by the German army. She had been caring for wounded soldiers from both sides of the conflict, at her hospital in Belgium.
l Four faces of nursing and the First World War
l Florence Nightingale
1 May 1916 (110-year anniversary) – start of the Battle of Jutland.
l The initial impact of the Battle of Jutland on the people of Portsmouth
1 July 1916 (110-year anniversary) – start of the Battle of the Somme.
l The Somme: a last innings for Yorkshire and England
l Battle of the Somme: the making of the 1916 propaganda film
l Lesson sequence: The First World War
l Teaching the First World War in the primary school
13 January 1926 (100-year anniversary) – Michael Bond, creator of Paddington Bear, is born.
17 March 1926 (100-year anniversary) – the University of Reading is given its charter.
30 April 1926 (100-year anniversary) – A state of emergency is proclaimed in the United Kingdom under the Emergency Powers Act 1920 on account of the ‘threat of cessation of work in Coal Mines’, leading to the General Strike which starts on 4 May 1926.
l The British General Strike 1926
l The Historian 123: Newcastle & the General Strike 1926
8 May 1926 (100-year anniversary) – David Attenborough is born.
l Teaching History 194: Climate and Environment
l Primary History 96: Climate and Environment
l The Historian 162: Environment
26 May 1926 (100-year anniversary) – Jazz musician Miles Davis is born.
l Muddy Waters: from migrant to music icon
8 September 1926 (100-year anniversary) – the German Weimar Republic joins the League of Nations.
l Film: The Weimar Republic
l Cunning Plan 92: The Weimar Republic
14 October 1926 (100-year anniversary) – Winnie the Pooh is first published.
17 April 1951 (75-year anniversary) – the Peak District National Park is established, Britain’s first national park.
23 October 1956 (70-year anniversary) – start of the Hungarian uprising against the Communist regime.
l Film: From Khrushchev to Brezhnev
l Podcast Series: Russia and the USSR
l After the Uprising of 1956: Hungarian Students in Britain
29 October 1956 (70-year anniversary) – start of the Suez Crisis.
l History 326: Disraeli, Derby and the Suez Canal, 1875: Some Myths Reassessed
12 April 1961 (65-year anniversary) – Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin is the first ever human being in space.
l Polychronicon 137: Bringing space travel down to Earth
26 April 1986 (40-year anniversary) – the no. 4 reactor of the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant, located near Pripyat, explodes.
l Images of Ukraine through western lenses
30 December 1986 (40-year anniversary) – British coal mine canaries are made redundant under government plans.   
l Each man's life was worth 1sh 1d 1/2d!
l Women in British Coal Mining
l Children in Victorian Britain: Down the Mine
	Month
	Themed 
Month/Weeks 
	Themed days
	Historical anniversary
	Key historical anniversary
	Seasonal or cultural 
Anniversary/ event

	January 2026
	31 January-8 February: National Storytelling Week 

	19 January: Martin Luther King Day 

23-25
January: Big Garden Bird Watch 

27 January: Holocaust Memorial Day

	15 January 1559: Elizabeth I is crowned Queen of England

16 January, 27 BCE: Julius Caesar is granted the title Augustus by the Roman Senate, marking the beginning of the Roman Empire

20 January 1265: The first English parliament to include representatives of the major towns holds its first meeting in the Palace of Westminster

27 January 1945: the Liberation of Auschwitz

	13 January 1926 (100-year anniversary): Michael Bond, creator of Paddington Bear, is born
30 Jan 1826 (200-year anniversary): the Menai Straits Bridge is opened; designed by Thomas Telford, it is the world’s first modern Suspension bridge

	7 January: Eastern Orthodox Christmas

14 January: Eastern Orthodox New Year

25 January: Burns Night

28 January 2026: a woman will become Archbishop of Canterbury, the spiritual head of the Anglican Church, for the first time. 



	February 
2026
	LGBT History Month 

14-21 February: National Nestbox Week


	1 February: British Yorkshire Pudding Day

4 February: 
World Cancer Day 

6 February: National Wear Red Day in awareness of heart disease

10 February: 
Safer Internet Day

12 February: National Charles Darwin Day
	6 February 1918: British women over the age of 30 obtain the right to vote

11 February 1531: Henry VIII recognised as Supreme Head of the Church of England


	2 February 1626 (400-year anniversary): King Charles I of England is crowned, but without his wife, Henrietta Maria, who declines to attend a non-Catholic ceremony.

	14 February: Valentine’s Day

17 February: Chinese New Year

17 February: Ramadan begins

17 February: Shrove Tuesday

	March 2026
	Women’s History Month

Cancer Awareness Month 

6-15 March: 
National Science and Engineering Week


	5 March: World Book Day

8 March: International Women’s Day

9 March: Commonwealth Day

25 March: World Maths Day


	2 March 1855: Alexander II becomes Tsar of Russia

10 March 1629: Charles I dissolves Parliament, beginning his 11-year Personal Rule

21 March 1965: Martin Luther King Jr. leads the third civil rights march from Selma to Montgomery

23 March 1603: Death of Queen Elizabeth I 

28 March 1854: Crimean War: France and Britain declare war on Russia

	7 March 1626 (400-year anniversary): Ambrosio I Nimi a Nkanga is appointed the monarch of Kongo (in what is now Angola, Africa).
 
10 March 1876 (150-year anniversary): the first telephone call is made, by Alexander Graham Bell.
17 March 1926  (100-year anniversary): The University of Reading is given its charter. 

28 March 1776 (250-year anniversary): the Bolshoi Ballet is formed in Moscow, Russia. 





	1 March: St David’s Day 

15 March: Mothering Sunday

17 March: St Patrick’s Day

20 March: Eid-al-Fitr




	April 2026
	National Pet Month

Stress Awareness Month
	2 April: World Autism Day 

7 April: World Health Day

22 April: Earth Day

23 April: St George’s Day

23 April: Shakespeare Day

	6 April 1896: The opening of the first modern Olympic Games is celebrated in Athens

10 April 1998: The Good Friday Agreement is signed in Northern Ireland

15 April 1945: The liberation of Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp by British Forces


16 April 1746: The Battle of Culloden 

19 April–16 May 1943: Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 

23 April 1661: King Charles II is crowned in Westminster Abbey

30 April 1963: Start of the Bristol Bus Boycott
	April 1876 (150-year anniversary): Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli introduces the Royal Titles Act and grants Queen Victoria the title of Empress of India in 1877.

12 April 1961 (65-year anniversary): Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin is the first ever human being in space.

17 April 1951 (75-year anniversary): the Peak District National Park is established.
21 April 1526 (500-year anniversary): Babur defeats Ibrahim Khan Lodi at the Battle of Panipat and becomes Mughal emperor, creating the Mughal Empire which lasts until 1857. 

26 April 1986 (40-year anniversary): the no. 4 reactor of the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant, located near Pripyat, explodes.

30 April 1926 (100-year anniversary): a state of emergency is proclaimed in the United Kingdom under the Emergency Powers Act 1920 on account of the ‘threat of cessation of work in Coal Mines’, leading to the General Strike that starts 4 May 1926.

	5 April: Easter Sunday

1 – 9 April: Passover

12 April: Orthodox Easter Sunday 






	May 2026
	Local and Community History Month

4-10 May: Deaf Awareness Week

12 May–12 June: National Smile MonthA
	1 May: May Day/International Workers’ Day

5 May: African World Heritage Day

12 May:  International Nurses Day

	6-12 May 878: King Alfred defeats the Viking Army

8 May: VE Day – the end of the Second World War in Europe

11 May 912: Alexander becomes emperor of the Byzantine Empire

12 May 1820: Birth of Florence Nightingale

	1 May 1916 (110-year anniversary): start of the Battle of Jutland.
4 May 1926 (100-year anniversary): The General Strike in the United Kingdom begins.S
8 May 1926 (100 years): Sir David Attenborough is born (so May 2026 is his 100th birthday).
26 May 1926 (100-year anniversary): Jazz musician Miles Davis is born.



	15-16 May: The Historical Association Annual Conference in Newcastle and Gateshead

27 May: Eid-al-Adha begins

	June 2026
	Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History Month

1-7 June: National Volunteering Week

1-7 June: Child Safety Week

15-21 June: Refugee Week

22-26 June: School Diversity Week
	18 June: Clean Air Day

20 June: World Refugee Day

24 June: National Writing Day 

27 June: 
National Armed Forces Day

28 June to 6 July: Children’s Art Week
	6 June 1944: Normandy Landings

7 June 1099: First Crusade: The Siege of Jerusalem began

8 June 1913: Death of Emily Davison at Epsom after being hit by the King’s horse

8 June 793: First of the Viking attacks on Lindisfarne

12 June 1929: Anniversary of the birth of Anne Frank, 1929

15 June 1215 (810-year anniversary): King John I signs the Magna Carta

22 June 1990: 
Dismantling of Checkpoint Charlie

22 June 1948: Empire Windrush arrives at Tilbury Docks in Essex

	11 June 1776 (250-year anniversary): the painter John Constable is born.
20 June 1726 (300-year anniversary): the creation of the first municipal fire service, which opens in Beverley, Yorkshire.


	21 June: Father’s Day
































	July 2026
	1-31 July: South Asian Heritage Month
	1 July: Canada Day

	July–October 1665: Peak of the Great Plague of London

1 July 1916: 
Start of the Battle of the Somme

10 July 1940: Start of the Battle of Britain

14 July 1789: The French Revolution: citizens of Paris storm the Bastille

17 July 1945: Start of the Potsdam Conference

17 July 1936: The Spanish Civil War begins

25 July 1814: George Stephenson builds the first practical steam locomotive

27 July 1953: Korean War ends with an Armistice

	1 July 1916 (110-year anniversary): start of the Battle of the Somme.
2 July 1776 (250-year anniversary): The American Declaration of Independence is signed in Philadelphia and ratified on 4 July.

12 July 1776 (250-year anniversary): Captain James Cook sets off from Plymouth, England in HMS Resolution on his third voyage, to the Pacific Ocean and Arctic.

28 July 1866 (160-year anniversary): Beatrix Potter is born.

	14 July: Bastille Day (France)


	August 2026

	
	9 August: International Day of the World’s Indigenous People

23 August: International Day for the Remembrance of the Transatlantic Slave Trade and its Abolition

	6 August 1945: 
Dropping of the first deployed Atomic Bomb

15 August 1945: VJ Day – Japan surrenders in World War II, ending the war


28 August 1833: The Bill for the Abolition of Slavery in the UK (and Empire) is given Royal Assent

	9 August 1526 (500-year anniversary): Lucas Vázquez de Ayllón of Spain founds the colony San Miguel de Gualdape in present-day South Carolina. It is the first European settlement, and the first record of enslavement of African peoples in what will later become the continental United States.

15 August 1876 (150-year anniversary): Elementary Education Act (Sandon’s Act) prevents employment of children under 10, permits local attendance committees to impose compulsory school attendance for ages 5-13, and authorises Poor Law Guardians to pay school fees for the poor and destitute under a system of certificates.

	

	September 2026
	21 September–4 October: Fairtrade Fortnight 

21-27
September: Jeans for Genes Week

21-27 September: National Recycle Week

	10 September: World Suicide Prevention Day

13 September: Roald Dahl Day

25 September: World’s Biggest Coffee Morning 

26 September: International Day of Languages
	2–6 September 1666: The Great Fire of London

28 September 1066: Invasion of England by William of Normandy

	8 September 1926 (100-year anniversary): the German Weimar Republic joins the League of Nations.
	12 September: Rosh Hashanah begins

20 September:  Start of Yom Kippur 


	October 2026
	Black History Month

Breast Cancer Awareness Month

The Big Draw Festival 

International School Library Month

	1 October: National Poetry Day

4 October: National Grandparents’ Day

6–12 October: National Dyslexia Awareness 

10 October: World Mental Health Day

12 October: World Arthritis Day

	2 October 1869: The birth of Gandhi

9 October 1962: Independence from Great Britain achieved in Uganda

14 October 1066: Battle of Hastings

21 October 1805: Battle of Trafalgar

24 October 79 AD: Eruption of Vesuvius

25 October 1415: Battle of Agincourt

26 October 899: Death of King Alfred

	3 October 1226 (800-year anniversary): St Francis of Assisi, Founder of the Franciscan Order, dies.
14 October 1926 (100-year anniversary): Winnie the Pooh is first published.
23 October 1956 (70-year anniversary): start of the Hungarian uprising against the Communist regime.
28 October 1726 (300-year anniversary): Gulliver’s Travels is published anonymously.

29 October 1956 (70-year anniversary): start of the Suez Crisis.


	31 October: Halloween

	November 2026
	14 November–
20 December: UK Disability History Month


	8 November: Remembrance Sunday

11 November: Armistice Day

30 November: St Andrew’s Day

	9 November 1991: Fall of the Berlin Wall

	26 November 1476 (550-year anniversary): Vlad the Impaler declares himself reigning Prince of Wallachia for the third and last time. He is killed on the march to Bucharest, probably before the end of December. His head is sent to his old enemy, Sultan Mehmed II.
	5 November: Bonfire Night (Guy Fawkes Night)

8 November Diwali

	December 2026
	14 November– 20 December: UK Disability History Month

	1 December: World AIDS Awareness Day

2 December: International Day for the Abolition of Slavery

10 December: World Human Rights Day 
	

	
	4 December: Hanukkah begins 

25 December: Christmas Day
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