
3.1 Broad and balanced curriculum: How does history contribute to the delivery of a broad and balanced 
curriculum? 

Curriculum time across the Key 
Stages

Year group Curriculum time

KS3 Year 7 2 hours a week

Year 8 5 hours a fortnight

KS4 Year 9 5 hours a fortnight

Year 10 5 hours a fortnight

Year 11 5 hours a fortnight

KS5 Year 12 9 hours a fortnight (10 until 2026)

Year 13 10 hours a fortnight



3.1 Broad and balanced curriculum: How does history contribute to the delivery of a broad and balanced 
curriculum? 

Email to Head, Deputy Head in 
charge of curriculum, heads of 

English, Geography and RE 
about the Portrait of Empire, 

Migration of Belonging Report



3.1 Broad and balanced curriculum: How does history contribute to the delivery of a broad and balanced 
curriculum? 

Slides from the History, RE and 
English cross curricular day on 

the death penalty



3.1 Broad and balanced curriculum: How does history contribute to the delivery of a broad and balanced 
curriculum? Feedback from parents after a cross curricular 

day organised by History alongside Citizenship, 
RE and English. 2025 also ran with ICT



Calendar of curriculum and 
recording points in progress for 

2026-7

3.2 How broad and balanced is the history curriculum?



3.2 How broad and balanced is the history curriculum?

Curriculum statement at the 
start of year group summaries 

shared on school website



3.2 How broad and balanced is the history curriculum?

KS3 – planned curriculum and 
assessment map 2025-6

Year 7



3.2 How broad and balanced is the history curriculum?

KS3 – planned curriculum and 
assessment map 2026-7

Year 8



3.2 How broad and balanced is the history curriculum?

Student responses to History 
curriculum at the end of Year 8



3.2 How broad and balanced is the history curriculum?

Responses to student survey in 
June 2026. Some year 7 

identified aspects of history 
that they will then study in year 

8 – others identified some areas 
we are working on including 

more of, e.g. Irish and LGBTQ+ 
Histories.



3.2 How broad and balanced is the history curriculum?

Example of slide at start of ‘fill 
the gap’ lesson on migration – 

in Sept 2026 we started adding 
those into topics rather than 

teaching as stand-alone topic 
at the end of year 8.

We take the same approach 
with conflict in West Asia



3.2 How broad and balanced is the history curriculum?

Example of year 8 homework 
set at the end of legacies of 

Transatlantic slavery enquiry



3.2 How broad and balanced is the history curriculum?

Slides from year 7 lessons 
using Reading Abbey as focus 
to introduce the Plantagenet 

dynasty



3.2 How broad and balanced is the history curriculum?

Scheme of work top page for 
enquiry on the local legacies of 
British slavery – (Pam Canning’s 

fellowship enquiry). Enquiry 
also taught in other local 

schools



3.2 How broad and balanced is the history curriculum?
Homework set to complement 
lesson focus on the creation of 
Israel and conflict in the West 

Asia



3.2 How broad and balanced is the history curriculum?
Student homeworks – 

design for statue to 
woman from Reading who 
campaigned for votes for 

women.

Also 1.2



3.3 Enquiry: How is enquiry used to effectively develop pupils’ historical thinking and 
understanding?

Post on school’s social media 
page about trip to archives and 
Reading Museum investigating 

Henry VIII’s progresses to 
Reading. Students conducted 
research in the archives and 
wrote reports on what they 

found. SJ’s research uncovered 
genuinely new evidence about 
Henry’s progresses which was 

shared with Historic Royal 
Palaces.



3.3 Enquiry: How is enquiry used to effectively develop pupils’ historical thinking and 
understanding?

Showing how we’ve developed pupil’s ability 
to research and conduct own enquiries – two 
videos that go with SBE’s fellowship project:

Little Heath History Investigates | Archives

Little Heath History Investigates... 
ARCHAEOLOGY

Links to videos created by SJ 
Bee’s project – now used in year 

7 lessons for that enquiry

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pmu286azf5M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cz5j5Fa3m88&t=78s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cz5j5Fa3m88&t=78s


3.3 Enquiry: How is enquiry used to effectively develop pupils’ historical thinking and 
understanding?

Examples of slides used in the 
sessions done with local 
primary schools in term 6



3.3 Enquiry: How is enquiry used to effectively develop pupils’ historical thinking and 
understanding?

All teaching is done through 
enquiries – each enquiry has its 
own topic page which students 

complete as they go through 
the topic.



3.3 Enquiry: How is enquiry used to effectively develop pupils’ historical thinking and 
understanding?

All teaching is done through 
enquiries – Year 9 topics are 
taught using booklets with a 

different enquiry for each topic

Also 1.3



3.3 Enquiry: How is enquiry used to effectively develop pupils’ historical thinking and 
understanding?

All teaching is done through 
enquiries – These are the 

planned enquiries for 2026-7, 
with plans to introduce oracy 

based assessments after 
attending series by the HA
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