DESIGN PITCH ONE for

The Undivided India Ex-serviceman’s Association

This is a group of veterans who once served in the Indian Army and who now live in Britain.  They served before the British divided British India into India and Pakistan which split the old Indian army between the two new countries.  

· The veterans are a mixture of Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims.

· They regret the division of India along religious lines in 1947 (Pakistan is mostly Muslim, India Hindu).

· They take great pride that men of all three religions fought together for “Izaat” (honour) as brothers.

· They remember how loyal they all were to their King-Emperor, whatever their religion.

· They believe they fought for freedom because the British were on the side of freedom during the First and Second World Wars.

· They take pride in the old British Indian Army regiments that the Horsell Common burial ground soldiers fought for such as Wildes’ Rifles or the Duke of Connaught’s 119th Baluchis. 

· They already help to preserve and look after the Chattri, (a memorial near Brighton where World War I Indian soldiers who were Hindus and Sikhs were cremated).  

The association will want to show visitors how these Muslim Soldiers fought bravely alongside other Hindus and Sikhs as equals for the British King-Emperor, George V.  They will want to show where these soldiers came from in Undivided India before 1947 if possible.  They will want to give information about the British Indian Army and they will draw attention to the Indian Monument at Neuve Chapelle on the Western Front and the Chattri in Brighton. 

What might the association leave out or play down?

· References to Islam’s historic contribution to Science, Technology, Medicine and Design because this is not relevant to how Muslim soldiers fought in World War One.

· That the walls and gateway are Mughal (Indian Muslim) in design because this emphasises the muslim identity of the soldiers too much.

· Reference to other Muslim historic sites in Britain (irrelevant)

· Woking local history (irrelevant)

For more information on soldiers from what was then British India fighting together for Britain (despite their religion) during World War One see the following links 

www.mgtrust.org/ind1.htm (a summary of what happened and profiles of 2 soldiers).  

www.english-heritage.org.uk/seover/show/ConWebDoc.6048  (a summary of an English heritage project with the Undivided India Ex-service’s Association which included a visit by veterans to the Horsall Common burial ground)

www.black-history.org.uk/chattri.asp photographs and information about the Chattri, the Brighton Memorial on whose site Hindu and Sikh soldiers were cremated during World War 1.  (Brighton and Hove Black History).

Design Pitch Two

Islamic Heritage

This is a group of British Muslims who want other Muslims and British people to realise that Muslims have a long history in the UK.  Islamic Heritage wants to restore places where important Muslims once lived in  Britain or where something of importance once happened, such as in Liverpool where a british muslim, Abdullah Quilliam set up a mosque in an ordinary house in 1889..  Through a restoration of the burial ground on Horsell Common they want to show;

1. That the soldiers were brave Muslims who fought and died for Britain.

2. How these soldiers were given a proper Muslim funeral at Woking Mosque.

3. How white Muslims at the time also fought for Britain.

4. How important Islam has been to Britain and the World, for example through Science, Inventions, Medicine and beautiful design.

Islamic heritage want to reflect the Muslim identity of these soldiers that the walls and gateway are similar to Mughal (Indian Muslim) designs (such as the Taj Mahal).  They want to educate British Muslims about how this site is one of other sites across Britain that shows Muslims have lived and died here for a long time.  They want to educate other visitors about how important Islam has been to the development of science, technology, medicine and art over the centuries.  What might Islamic Heritage leave out or play down?

· The fighting alongside Sikhs and Hindus in one British Indian Army. (Irrelevant).

· Details about the old regiments of the British Indian Army. (irrelevant)

For further research check the following websites; 

for information about Muslims in Britain between 1500 and the twentieth century www.bbc.co.uk/religions/islam/history/uk_1.shtml  

for information about the contribution of Muslims to Science, Inventions and Medicine www.1001inventions.com  

for information about Muslims in Liverpool where a British Muslim, (William) Abdullah Quilliam founded a mosque in an ordinary house in 1889.  This is an article from The Independent Newspaper about how local Muslims are building a heritage centre on the original site www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/this-britain/forgotten-champion-of-islam-one-man-and-his-mosque-459936.html
Design Pitch Three

The National Trust

The National Trust is a charity responsible for hundreds of historic buildings and miles of beautiful countryside in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.  The Trust believes;

1. The walls and gateway of the burial ground on Horsell Common are important because of their Indian design.

2. The burial ground is a special site because it was the only one built by the British government during the First World War in Britain for Muslim soldiers.

3. The burial ground is an important part of Working’s local history.

The Trust will want to show visitors how and why the burial ground was designed and built, how it fits into the local history of Woking and of the First World War.  

What might the Trust leave out or play down?

· References to Islam’s historic contribution to science, technology, medicine and design (irrelevant)

· Links to other Muslim sites in Britain (irrelevant)

For further information on the National Trust see  www.nationaltrust.org.uk
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