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Introduction
This survey is carried out each year to monitor and evaluate history teaching and access to history in our schools. It has become the sole regular way of measuring the state of history in our schools and is the first point of call for teachers, academics, journalists and politicians wishing to use data for arguments around history teaching. 

What has become apparent over the years that the survey has been carried out is a number of trends and regular major concerns. In particular the denial of access to a high quality history education takes a number of forms – increased teaching by non-specialists in the early years of secondary school, and a reduction in the time allocated to the subject, combined with restrictions on who is actually allowed to take history beyond the age of 14. All the evidence is that this division between those encouraged and enabled to study history by well qualified subject specialists and those denied such expertise or deterred from continuing with subject is based on socio-economic factors.

The introduction of the English Baccalaureate has made little impression so far on the two-tier divide (evident in previous surveys) between those with access to high quality history teaching and those whose access to specialist teaching history has been denied. In some cases its introduction may even have exacerbated the inequalities. 
Summary of key concerns

Subject specialist teaching continues to disappear at Key Stage 3

For two thirds of young people their only access to specialist history teaching has been during Key Stage 3. This specialist expertise is fast disappearing in some schools, leaving many young people with little or no teaching from history graduates trained to teach the subject. In both comprehensives and new academies in Year 7, approximately 60% of respondents report some degree of non-specialist teaching, a proportion which rises to 65% in older style academies. Even in grammar schools and independent schools around a third report some non-specialist teaching.  The loss of specialist teaching is most marked in this first year of secondary school:  nearly a fifth of comprehensives and more than a fifth of independent schools and new academies report that over 45% of classes are taught by non-specialists.

This increase in non-specialist teaching was regarded as a serious current concern by 29% of respondents and a further 38% thought that the issue would be of concern in the near future. 
We are already a very popular GCSE choice, but the specialists are fully occupied with exam groups meaning KS3 is taught by non-specialists; any increase in GCSE take-up [in response to the E-Baccalaureate] will make this situation worse.





  (Teacher 143, ‘New academy’)
Time allocation in Key Stage 3

There is still a worrying trend in the numbers of schools reducing curriculum time in Year 7, particularly among the older academies (those originally established in areas of socio-economic disadvantage). Over 40% of these schools reported a decrease in curriculum time allocated to the subject – the first time in the three years the Survey has run that reported decreases in time allocation for any type of school are more frequent than answers showing no change. 

When invited to express their own concerns, lack of time was the most frequently cited issue teachers raised. It was striking to note that even as history results are beginning to become more important due to the E-Baccalaureate, some schools are continuing to take time away from history at Key Stage 3:
History is increasingly losing out in terms of time at KS3 yet the school will be judged on this by the E-Bacc. SMT [Senior Management Team] does not seem to appreciate the importance of good quality/quantity teaching at KS3. 





  (Teacher 358, Comprehensive school)
A two-tier education system?
In Year 10, when all students will be following some sort of Key Stage 4 programme (including GCSEs, BTECs and Diplomas), three quarters of old style academies and one third of comprehensive schools report that history GCSE attracts only 30% or fewer students. Whereas at the other end of the spectrum around 40% of grammar schools and independent schools have more than 60% of their Year 10 students taking history. Overall slightly more schools were reporting an increase in history GCSE numbers, but the emerging picture suggests that some young people are still being put into more restricted “pathways” and that these young people are more likely to be in areas of greater social deprivation. 
Some positive indicators?
For the first time in three years, there have been no references to an emphasis on “generic skills” at the expense of subject specific understanding. Teachers broadly welcomed the introduction of the English Baccalaureate and felt that overall it would help raise the status of history. The most enthusiastic respondents to the English Baccalaureate were those teachers in old style academies; over 60% thought its impact would be essentially positive – although as noted above, there are few signs so far that the promotion of history at GCSE is impacting on the amount of time or specialist teaching allocated to the subject in the early years of secondary school. The proportion of positive responses from both new academies and comprehensives was around 50% while 40% of grammar schools and 20% of independents thought it would be beneficial. The majority of the respondents in these last two categories largely felt there would be little impact. 
Whilst largely positive, a number of teachers expressed concern that the increase in numbers taking GCSE history was not supported by any increase in staffing levels, resources or budget. A number were concerned that class sizes would increase and achievement might dip. Many echoed earlier concerns about how demand on teaching time would impact on Key Stage 3 with an increase in non-specialist teaching. 
