Locality and Region Seminar 2011-2012

The LOCALITY AND REGION seminar welcomes all those who are interested in the relationship between local and national history and who wish to share ideas, viewpoints and work in progress. It seeks to make an original contribution to local and regional history by drawing upon the long-established national resources of the VCH and co-operating with participants from universities, record offices, local history societies and heritage organisations, as well as with those engaged in independent research.
Convenors: Professor John Beckett (University of Nottingham), Matthew Bristow (VCH, IHR), Dr Christopher Currie (IHR), Dr Gill Draper (University of Kent), Dr Alan Thacker (IHR), Elizabeth Williamson (VCH, IHR). 
If you would like to join our e-mailing list, please contact elizabeth.williamson@sas.ac.uk 
The seminar meets at 5.15p.m. on alternate Tuesdays in the Ecclesiastical History Room in the IHR. This year it will be held in a seminar room in Stewart House (adjacent to Senate House), University of London, while the IHR premises are being refurbished. 
AUTUMN TERM 2011
	11 October
	NO SEMINAR
	Launch of VCH websites
	Chancellor’s Hall

	25 October
	David Kroll - Architect-Surveyors as designers of speculative housing in London: The Case of Norfolk & Prior, 1893– 1923
	David Kroll studied architecture in Berlin and London, and completed an MA in Architectural History and Theory. From 2002 to 2009, he worked as an architect in London with a particular interest in residential architecture on projects such as the Athlete’s village and developed his passion for architectural history further through a part-time teaching commitment at the University of East London. Since October 2009, David has been enrolled as an Mphil/PhD student at the IHR.
	Stewart House Room 273

	8 November
	Gill Cookson - The manor court of Danby: medieval or modern?

	The paper will discuss the history of the Danby court leet, give an overview of courts leet in England, and examine the circumstances through which this court has survived.

Gill Cookson was County Editor of Durham VCH from 1999 and is now Consultant County Editor and a freelance historian, with particular interests in Yorkshire and north-eastern regional history, especially industry and landscape.
	Stewart House Room 273

	22 November
	Andrew Wareham - Lordship, the geld and the peasantry in the West Midlands in the 11th century
	Andrew Wareham is a Reader at Roehampton University and Director of the British Academy Hearth Tax Project. He was co-editor of VCH Cambridgeshire X and is author of Lords and Communities in Early Medieval East Anglia (Boydell & Brewer, 2005).


	Stewart House Room 273

	23 or 24 November (TBC)
	Nina Antonetti - W.A. Nesfield
SPECIAL SEMINAR WITH GARDEN HISTORY SEMINAR


	Professor Nina Antonetti completed her PhD at the Victorian Study Centre of the University of London and is now an Assistant Professor in Landscape Studies at Smith College.
	TBC

	6 December
	Caroline Shenton - The Great Fire of Westminster, 1834
	This seminar will tell the largely-forgotten story of the most momentous disaster of 19th-century London - the burning of the old Palace of Westminster, and the ancient building it destroyed.

Caroline Shenton is Director of the Parliamentary Archives, and has worked in and around records relating to the old Palace of Westminster for over 20 years. Her book, The Day Parliament Burned Down, will be published by OUP in 2012.
	Stewart House Room 274


SPRING TERM 2012
	31 January
	TBA
	
	Stewart House Room 273

	14 February
	Sue Berry - Shaping the seaside resort - the seaside urban developer 1820-1914
	Using one of the earliest and biggest seaside resorts in Britain, this is an exploration of whether ease of access to the sea played a significant role in what was developed, where it was located and its success. The two large sea- facing Regency projects of Kemp and Brunswick Towns, the use of hill top sites and large Victorian suburban developments, both on the coast and inland, offer a rich urban texture to the City but to what extent did the developers use access to the sea to shape their plans and how is that reflected in the layouts and designs of their projects?  The City has the benefit of a reasonable archive that helps to provide some answers. This will be briefly put into the wider context of resort development such as the landowner-led projects at Eastbourne and Folkestone.
Dr Sue Berry is the editor of the VCH City of Brighton and Hove. She has published a book Georgian Brighton (Phillimore, 2005) and also many articles on both the history of this early resort since the 17th century, on the Sussex resorts as a group, and on the history of the eastern South Downs from c. 1750.
	Stewart House Room 273

	28 February  
	John Hinshelwood - Private Housing to Council Housing: the development of the Campbsbourne Estate, Hornsey, North London, 1866-1965
	After retiring, John Hinshelwood became the volunteer curator and archivist for the Hornsey Historical Society before studying for an MA in Metropolitan and Regional History at the Institute of Historical Research, graduating in 2009. He is a frequent contributor to the HHS and has written five books on different aspects of north London.
	Stewart House Room 273

	13 March
	Nat Alcock - The medieval peasant house in the Midlands
	Dr Nat Alcock is the author of many seminal publications on vernacular architecture.
	Stewart House Room 273

	27 March
	Mary Siraut - The Trevelyans: a successful family
	The paper examines this family’s success across many generations and branches, measured in different ways. It pursues their origins and uses documents, mainly their own letters, to try to unearth the secrets of that success, looking at how they viewed themselves and their responsibilities, passed those ideas to their children and overcame difficulties, often through strong family and marriage ties.

Mary Siraut is County Editor for Somerset VCH. 
	Stewart House Room 273


SUMMER TERM 2012
	15 May
	David Killingray - Black people in English localities since1600: sources and significance 
	David Killingray is Professor Emeritus of Goldsmiths University and President of the Sevenoaks Historical Society.
	Stewart House Room 273

	29 May
	Michael Johnson - Classicism after Grainger: Classical Architecture in Newcastle Upon Tyne, 1870-1914
	Michael Johnson is an architectural historian with a particular interest in the North East of England.  His received his PhD in 2009 with a thesis entitled Architectural Taste and Patronage in Newcastle Upon Tyne, 1870-1914.  He has taught design history at Northumbria and 
Sunderland Universities.
	Stewart House Room 273

	12 June
	Alan Thacker - [provisional title] Archaeology and history in the Driffield area
	Alan Thacker is consultant editor to the Victoria County History at the IHR, having been the Executive Editor up until 2009. His research interests include intellectual and cultural life in early medieval western Europe, and especially the early medieval church. He also has interests in local and regional history and especially in towns in the earlier middle ages. He has published on hagiography, saints' cults, and pastoral care in the early middle ages, on Bede as historian, exegete and reformer, and on medieval Chester.
	Stewart House Room 273


