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ABLE  TO  REMEMBER

THINGS ,  SHOULDN ’T

THEY ?  I  THINK  I T ’S  BEEN

TOO  LONG  FOR  ME  TO

REMEMBER  EXACTLY

HOW  LONG  I ’VE  BEEN  A

MEMBER . . .

HA SECONDARY MEMBER

JASON TODD

One  o f  the  r easons  I  became  a

member  was  because  I  d idn ’ t  do  a

H i s to r y  PGCE  -  I  d id  a  Soc ia l  Sc ience

PGCE  -  and  I  f e l t  I  needed

somewhere  tha t  enab led  me  to  be  i n

touch  with  h is to ry  teach ing  and  the

h i s to ry  educat ion  communi ty .  That

was  the  pr imary  r eason ,  but  as  my

caree r  has  deve loped  the  r easons  f o r

be ing  a  member  have  changed .

Go ing  to  HA  event s  and  the

con fe rence  f o r  example  i s  about  the

compan ionsh ip  of  l i ke -minded

peop le  and  f ee l ing  energ i sed  by  tha t

f r a te rn i t y .  That ’ s  the  main  r easons  I

became  and  am  s t i l l  a  member .  

WHY I JOINED

One  o f  the  th ings  I  va lue  most

about  the  HA  i s  s imp l y  the  s h e e r

v a r i e t y  o f  m e m b e r s h i p ,  and

d i f f e ren t  t akes  on  h i s to r y .

Cer ta in l y  f o r  me  now  i n  my  r o l e  as

a  h i s to r y  educa to r ,  hav ing  acces s

to  both  pr imary  and  seconda r y

s t r ands  i s  r ea l l y  impor tan t .  You ’ r e

ab le  to  t a l k  to  peop le  f r om

d i f f e ren t  branches  and  d imens ions

o f  tha t  work .  

WHAT I VALUE



Wel l ,  I  cou ld  say  tha t  I

wou ldn ’ t  be  where  I  am  today

w i thout  the  HA !  I n  some  ways

member sh ip  has  been

f o r m a t i v e  a t  d i f f e r e n t
m o m e n t s  o f  m y  c a r e e r .  As  a

schoo l -based  educa to r ,  i n i t i a l l y

i t  was  about  my  own

deve lopment ,  but  i t ’ s  a l so  been

rea l l y  suppor t i ve  i n  t e rms  o f

my  r o l e  as  a  mento r  wi th in

schoo l s .  I  d i rec t  t r a inee  i n te rns

to  p ieces  o f  work  th rough  the

HA  tha t  we  common l y  d i scus s ,

and  i n  tha t  sense  i t  enab le s

s h a r e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l
d e v e l o p m e n t .

MY MEMORABLE
MOMENT

F ind  out  more  about  secondary

membersh ip

PROFESSIONAL IMPACT

Tha t  has  cont inued  more

fo rma l l y  i n to  my  r o l e  as  a  PGCE

tu to r ,  now  work ing  wi th  othe r

mento r s  and  u s i n g  Teach ing
His tory  a r t i c l e s  t o  s t i m u l a t e
p r o f e s s i o n a l  d i a l o g u e  about

teach ing  r a the r  than  be ing

d idac t i c .  I t  a l l ows  peop le  to

ta l k  th rough  the  i s sues  tha t

they ’ r e  expe r i enc ing ,  and  s ince

the  j ou rna l  has  been  a round  so

long ,  p ick  up  o lde r  p ieces  tha t

enab le  you  to  r e t h i n k  a n  i s s u e
f r o m  t h r o u g h  a  d i f f e r e n t  l e n s .

Bu i ld ing  on  the  work  tha t ’ s

been  done  by  othe r s  –  the

‘ shou lde r s  o f  g ian t s ’  –  i s  a

c r i t i ca l  d imens ion  o f  my

pro fe s s i ona l  l i f e .  I  cou ldn ’ t  do

what  I ’m  do ing  wi thout  tha t

wea l th  o f  expe r i ence .  

The  f i r s t  weekend  I  went  on  a

re s ident i a l  HA  cou r se  was  abso lu te l y

f an ta s t i c ;  two  days  o f  sus ta ined

pro fe s s i ona l  deve lopment  tha t  a l l owed

you  to  t h i n k  t h r o u g h  t h e  i d e a s  b e h i n d
t h e  i d e a s .  I t  r ea l l y  opened  my  eyes ,  and

f i f t een  yea r s  on  I ’m  s t i l l  i n  touch  wi th

peop le  I  met  the re .  S imi l a r l y ,  the  HA

con fe rence  i s  r ea l l y  impor tan t  f o r  me  i n

mak ing  those  connec t i ons  and  t ak ing

the  pu l se  o f  h i s to r y  educa t i on .

https://www.history.org.uk/membership/info/secondary

