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FOR  ME ,  I  THINK  WHAT 'S

REALLY  IMPORTANT  I S

THAT  I T  HELPS  ME  TO

STAY  IN  LOVE  WITH  MY

PROFESS ION
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SHARON ANINAKWA

I ’ ve  been  a  member  o f  the  HA  s ince  I

was  an  NQT ,  so  about  9  yea r s  now .

B e c o m i n g  a  m e m b e r  w a s  a l m o s t  a
f o r e g o n e  c o n c l u s i o n .  I  t r a ined  a t  the

UCL  I n s t i tu te  o f  Educa t i on  and  the

a r t i c l e s  and  the  scho la r sh ip  f r om

T e a c h i n g  H i s t o r y  were  so  i ng ra ined

in  the  cou r se  tha t  i t  made  sense  to

cont inue  to  engage  i n  tha t  way

th rough  member sh ip .

WHY I JOINED
The  bes t  th ing  about  be ing  a  h i s to r y

teache r  i s  engag ing  wi th  the

p ro fe s s i ona l i sm  o f  be ing  a  h i s to r i an

but  a l so  work ing  wi th  young  peop le  i n

the  c la s s room .  The  HA  br ings  those

wor lds  toge the r  br i l l i an t l y .   What  I

v a lue  i s  tha t  i t  cont inues  to  i n sp i re  my

pro fe s s iona l  j ou rney  i n  t e rms  o f  my

sub jec t  knowledge ,  pedagogy  and

cur r i cu lum  bu i ld ing ,  whethe r  tha t  be

by  coming  to  con fe rence ,  r ead ing

Teach ing  His to r y ,  or  go ing  to  branch

event s .  I t  g i ves  us  a  pro fess iona l  body

and  b igger  communi ty  to  be

connected  to  -  tha t ' s  r ea l l y  impor tant

when  you ’ r e  a  c la s s room  t eache r ,

which  can  be  a  l one l y  exper i ence .

WHAT I VALUE



Be ing  an  HA  member  has  had  a

mass i ve  impac t  on  my

pro fe s s i ona l  l i f e .  I t  has  g i ven  me

a  g r e a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f
h o w  t o  t e a c h  h i s t o r y  m o r e
e f f e c t i v e l y  a t  s e c o n d a r y  l e v e l ,

i t ’ s  i n sp i r ed  me  wi th  new

approaches ,  and  i t ’ s  g i ven  me

more  con f idence  as  a  h i s to r y

teache r  to  know  tha t  what  I  am

do ing  i s  grounded  i n  a

commun i t y  o f  sha red  knowledge .

I t ’ s  r ea l l y  sus ta ined  my

pro fe s s i ona l i sm  and  he lped  me

to  s t a y  t r u e  t o  t h e  v a l u e s  o f
e f f e c t i v e  t e a c h i n g  and  l ea rn ing

in  the  h i s to r y  c l a s s room .  

MY MEMORABLE
MOMENT

F ind  out  more  about  secondary

membersh ip

PROFESSIONAL IMPACT

Schoo l s  need  to  suppor t  s ta f f

w i th  be ing  par t  o f  as soc i a t i ons

l i ke  the  HA .  Fundamenta l l y  we

are  the  spec i a l i s t s  i n  the  schoo l

tha t  r ep re sen t  th i s  d i sc ip l i ne  i n

the  f r amework  o f  the

cu r r i cu lum ,  and  t h e  H A  a l l o w s
u s  t o  p l u g  i n t o  t h a t  i n  a  m u c h
m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  w a y .  I t  g i ve s  us

tha t  pro fe s s i ona l i sm ,  tha t

sub jec t - spec i f i c  CPD ,  and  i t

enab le s  us  to  s t i l l  keep  i n  touch

wi th  our  sub jec t  and  s t i l l

r emember  why  we ’ r e  do ing  th i s .

Fo r  me ,  I  th ink  what ’ s  r ea l l y

impor tan t  i s  i t  h e l p s  m e  s t a y
i n  l o v e  w i t h  m y  p r o f e s s i o n .  I t

g i ve s  you  an  oppor tun i t y  to

deve lop  you r  own  par t i cu l a r

pas s i ons .  The re ’ s  someth ing  f o r

eve r yone  a t  the  HA .  

The  h igh l i gh t  f o r  me  was  as  a

pa r t i c ipan t  on  the  HA  f e l l owsh ip

p rog ramme  on  Br i t a in  and  T ransa t l an t i c

S l a ve r y .   I t  was  the  m o s t  a m a z i n g
p i e c e  o f  C P D  I ’ v e  e v e r  b e e n  o n ;  a  key

tu rn ing  po in t  i n  my  pro fe s s i ona l  ca ree r .

We  worked  wi th  a  group  o f  l i ke -minded

h i s to r y  t eache r s ,  spec i a l i s t s  and

h i s to r i ans  who  were  commi t ted  to

do ing  j u s t i ce  to  th i s  k ind  o f  h i s to r y .  I t

r e v i t a l i s ed  me  and  was  a n  e x p e r i e n c e
I ’ l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t .
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